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PROLOGUE. 


|HE  Memoirs  of  Bayard,  written, 
it  is  fuppofed,  by  his  fecretary, 
under  the  modeft  defignation  of 
"  le  loyal  ferviteur,"  fir  ft  ap- 
peared in  1 527,  three  years  after 
the  hero's  death.  The  author  was  evidently  an 
eye-witnefs  of  moft  of  the  fcenes  which  he  de- 
fcribes,  and  his  narrative  pofleiTes  all  the  charm 
of  an  artift's  (ketches  from  nature.  Not  only 
do  we  find  the  moft  interefting  pictures  of  the 
manners  and  cuftoms,  domeftic,  civil  and  mili- 
tary of  the  age,  its  fierce  paffions  and  gentle 
courtefies,  its  prevalent  tone  of  moral  and  re- 
ligious feeling ;  but  we  feem  to  be  living 
amongft  the  very  individuals  introduced  to  our 
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acquaintance.  The  graceful  royal  bearing  and 
diftindtive  charadteriftics  of  the  French  kings, 
Charles  VIIL,  Louis  XII.,  and  Francis  I.  ;  the 
loyal  gallantry  of  their  men-at-arms  ;  the  fufpi- 
cious  jealoufy  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  and 
the  dogged  pride  of  his  German  nobles;  the 
Spaniards'  boaftful  vapouring;  the  haughty  fpi- 
rit  of  Venice,  and  her  juft  and  politic  rule  of 
her  own  fubjedts ;  the  fteady  difcipline  of  the 
Swifs  ;  the  recklefs,  profligate,  pillaging  adven- 
turer ;  the  half-favage  Albanian  ;  the  mutinous 
lanfquenet ;  and  the  lofty  character  of  the  "good 
Knight,"  receiving  the  homage  and  admiration 
of  all, — thefe  are  all  touched  off  in  more  or  lefs 
finifhed  fketches  with  fuch  vividnefs  and  truth, 

"  That  aged  ears  play  truant  at  his  tales, 
And  younger  hearings  are  quite  ravifhed, 
So  fweet  and  voluble  is  his  difcourfe." 

I  have  endeavoured  to  preferve  in  this  con- 
denfed  tranflation,  but  fo  as  to  avoid  affedtation, 
fomething  of  the  quaint  fimplicity  of  the  old 
French  chronicle ;  and  I  am  not  altogether 
without  hope  that  my  younger  readers  at  leaft 
may  derive  from  the  perufal  fome  portion  of  the 
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pleafure  and  the  profit  it  has  afforded  me.  I 
commend  to  their  imitation  the  character  of  my 
hero  in  the  words  quoted  by  the  French  Editor 
from  a  writer  of  the  feventeenth  century,  who 
thus  addrefles  his  fon  deftined  for  the  career  of 
arms ;  "  Je  veux  que  ce  foit  la  premiere  hiftoire 
que  tu  llfes  et  que  tu  me  racontes.  Tdche  de 
rimiter  en  ce  que  tu  pourras.  II  ne  fe  peut  faire 
de  copie  qui  ne  foit  bonne  fur  unjl  merveilleux  ori- 
ginal. Si  tu  ne  peux  arriver  a  fa  i^aleur^  qui  eft 
hors  £exemple,foisfidele  d  ton  prince  et  debonnaire 
comme  lui" 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Good  Knight 

without  Fear  and  without 
Reproach. 

CHAPTER   I. 

How  the  Seigneur  de  Bayard,  father  of  the  good  Knight 

without  fear  and  without  reproach,  would  know  of 

•  his  children  of  what  frofeflion  they  wifhed  to  be ; 

and  how  he  Jent  for  his  brother-in-law  the  Bijhop  of 

Grenoble  to  confult  him. 

IHE  country  of  Dauphiny,  which 
now  forms  part  of  the  fair  realm  of 
France,1  abounds  with  good  and  gen- 
tle families ;  which  have  fent  forth 
fb  many  virtuous  and  noble  knights, 
that  their  renown  is  bruited  throughout  Chriftendom. 
And  as  fcarlet  furpaffes  all  other  dyes,  the  Dauphinefe 
are  called  by  all  who  know  them  (without  difparage- 
ment  of  other  regions),  the  fcarlet  of  the  French 
nobility. 
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One  of  thefe  families,  of  ancient  and  noble  extrac- 
tion, is  that  of  Bayard.  And  well  have  thofe  who  have 
fprung  from  it  maintained  the  honour  of  their  houfe. 
For  at  the  battle  of  Poictiers  the  great-great-grand- 
father of  Pierre  de  Bayard,  the  good  Knight  without 
fear  and  without  reproach,  fell  by  the  fide  of  the 
French  King  John ;  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt  was 
flain  his  great-grandfather;  his  grandfather  was  left 
on  the  field  of  Montlhery  with  fix  mortal  wounds, 
not  to  fpeak  of  lefler  ones ;  and  at  the  battle  of  Guig- 
negafte  his  father2  was  fo  feverely  wounded,  that  he 
was  never  afterwards  able  to  leave  his  houfe,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty. 

Shortly  before  his  death,  believing  that  the  period 
of  his  fojourning  on  earth  was  drawing  to  a  clofe,  he 
called  for  his  four  children  in  prefence  of  his  wife,  a 
lady  devoted  to  God,  the  fifter  of  the  Bifhop  of  Gre- 
noble. His  children  being  afTembled  before  him,  he 
aiked  the  eldeft,  who  was  of  the  age  of  eighteen,  what 
he  wifhed  to  be ;  who  replied,  that  he  would  wifh 
never  to  leave  the  family  houfe,  but  to  wait  on  him 
to  the  end  of  his  days.  cc  Well  George,"  faid  the 
father,  "  fince  thou  loveft  the  old  houfe,  thou  malt 
cc  remain  here  to  combat  the  bears."  The  fecond, 
who  was  the  good  Knight  without  fear  and  without 
reproach,  was  afked  of  what  profeflion  he  would  be, 
who,  at  the  age  of  little  more  than  thirteen,  as  awake 
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as  a  young  hawk,  with  a  beaming  countenance,  anfwer- 
ed  as  though  he  were  fifty ;  cc  My  lord  and  father, 
cc  much  as  filial  love  conftrains  me  to  forget  every 
cc  thing  in  order  to  wait  on  you  to  the  end  of  your  life ; 
cc  yet  having  enrooted  in  my  heart  the  fine  traits 
cc  which  you  daily  recite  of  the  noble  men  of  days 
cc  paft,  particularly  of  thofe  of  our  own  houfe,  I  will  be, 
cc  if  it  pleafes  you,  of  the  fame  profeflion  as  yourfelf 
cc  and  your  predecefTors,  that  of  arms ;  for  it  is  the 
cc  thing  of  all  others  I  mod  defire ;  and  I  hope,  with 
cc  the  aid  of  God's  grace,  not  to  difhonour  you." 
The  good  old  man  anfwered  with  tears,  "  My  child, 
cc  may  God's  grace  be  with  thee ;  already  thou  doft  re- 
"  femble  in  face  and  figure  thy  grandfather,  who  was 
cc  in  his  time  one  of  the  moft  accomplimed  knights  in 
cc  Chriftendom.  I  will  do  my  beft  to  further  thy 
cc  wimes."  He  afked  the  third  what  eftate  he  would 
follow.  He  anfwered,  his  wifh  was  to  follow  that  of 
his  uncle,  my  lord  d'Efnay,  an  abbot  near  Lyons. 
His  father  granted  it,  and  fent  him  to  his  faid  uncle, 
who  made  him  a  monk;  and  he  was  afterwards, 
through  the  means  of  the  good  Knight  his  brother, 
abbot  of  Jofaphat  in  the  fuburbs  of  Chartres.  The 
youngeffc  anfwered  in  like  manner,  that  he  wifhed  to  be 
as  his  uncle,  my  lord  of  Grenoble,  to  whom  he  was 
accordingly  given,  and  foon  after  by  him  made  canon 
of  the  church  of  Notre  Dame ;  and  fubfequently  by 
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the  fame  means  as  his  brother  the  monk  became  ab- 
bot, he  was  made  bimop  of  Glandefves  in  Provence. 
Now  leave  we  the  other  three  brothers,  and  return  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  good  Knight  without  fear  and  with- 
out reproach. 

The  day  after  this  converfation  of  the  father  of  the 
good  Knight  with  his  four  fons,  and  becaufe  he  could 
no  longer  get  on  horfeback,  he  difpatched  a  fervant  to 
Grenoble  to  the  Bimop  his  brother-in-law,  praying  him 
to  come  to  his  chateau  of  Bayard,  diftant  five  or  fix 
leagues  from  Grenoble,  as  he  had  fomething  to  fay  to 
him. 

The  good  Bimop,  who  was  never  in  all  his  life 
weary  of  obliging  any  one,  fet  out  immediately  on  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  for  the  Chateau  Bayard,  where  he 
found  his  brother-in-law  feated  in  an  armchair  by  the 
fire,  as  old  men  are  wont.  After  a  cheerful  evening 
{pent  together  in  company  with  feveral  other  gentlemen 
of  Dauphiny,  they  retired  to  reft  till  morning,  when 
they  arofe  and  heard  mafs,  which  was  chanted  by  the 
Bimop  ;  for  he  daily  faid  mafs  unlefs  prevented  by 
illnefs  :  and  would  to  God  that  the  prelates  of  the  pre- 
fent  day  were  all  as  good  fervants  of  God  and  as 
charitable  to  the  poor  as  he  was. 

After  mafs  they  warned  their  hands  and  fat  down  to 
a  hearty  breakfaft,  at  which  the  good  Knight  waited 
on  them  fo  difcreetly  and  gracefully  as  gained  the  ap- 
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probation  of  all.  The  meal  over  and  grace  faid,  the 
good  old  lord  de  Bayard  addrefled  the  company  in  thefe 
words.  cc  My  lord  Bifhop  and  gentlemen,  it  is  now 
"  time  that  I  fhould  ftate  the  reafon  of  my  having  re- 
cc  quefted  your  attendance  ;  for  you  are  all  my  rela- 
"  tives  and  friends,  and  you  fee  that  age  has  fo  ftricken 
<c  me  that  it  is  next  to  impoflible  I  fhould  furvive 
"  two  years  more.  God  has  given  me  four  fons, 
"  from  each  of  whom  I  was  defirous  of  knowing  what 
cc  profeffion  he  wifhed  to  follow.  My  fon  Pierre  tells 
"  me  he  would  be  a  foldier,  which  gives  me  efpecial 
"  pleafure,  for  he  refembles  altogether  in  appearance 
"  my  lord  my  late  father ;  and  if  he  will  refemble  him 
cc  as  well  in  conduct  and  character,  he  cannot  but  be 
cf  a  great  man  ;  at  which  I  believe  that  each  of  you  as 
c<  my  good  relatives  and  friends  would  heartily  rejoice. 
"  I  muft,  as  a  firft  ftep,  place  him  in  the  family  of 
"  fome  prince  or  lord  that  he  may  learn  to  conduct 
"  himfelf  honourably,  and  when  he  is  a  little  taller  ac- 
"  quire  the  fcience  of  arms.  I  pray  you  therefore  to 
"  advife  me  where  I  may  beft  place  him."  Then  one 
recommended  his  being  fent  to  the  King  of  France  ; 
another  to  the  family  of  Bourbon  ;  and  fo  every  one 
gave  his  advice.  But  the  Bifhop  at  length  fpoke  and 
counfelled  his  being  fent  to  the  Duke  Charles  of  Sa- 
voy ;  Cf  who,"  he  faid,  fc  is  our  faft  friend,  and  will, 
<c  I  think,  gladly  take  him  as  one  of  his  pages.  He  is 
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"  at  Chambery,  hard  by,  and  if  it  feem  good  to  you 
"  and  the  company,  I  will  take  him  to  the  Duke  to- 
"  morrow  morning,  after  having  put  him  in  complete 
"  trim  and  fupplied  him  with  a  good  little  charger 
"  which  I  got  a  few  days  fince  of  the  lord  de  Riage." 
The  Bifhop's  advice  was  approved  by  all  the  com- 
pany as  well  as  by  the  lord  de  Bayard,  who  delivered 
to  him  his  fon,  faying,  "  Take  him,  my  lord,  and  I 
"  pray  our  Lord  that  he  may  do  you  honour." 

The  Bifhop  forthwith  fent  to  the  town  for  his 
tailor  to  come  with  velvet,  fatin,  and  other  things  re- 
quifite  for  clothes  for  the  good  Knight. — He  came 
and  worked  all  night,  fo  that  next  morning  all  was 
ready.  After  breakfaft  the  boy  mounted  his  charger, 
and  prefented  himfelf  to  the  company  who  were  in  the 
court  yard,  in  the  fame  guife  as  though  he  were  juft 
going  to  be  prefented  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  When 
the  horfe  felt  fuch  a  little  fprite  upon  him  and  the 
boy  touched  him  with  his  fpurs,  he  made  three  or  four 
fuch  plunges,  that  the  company  thought  he  would 
throw  the  lad.  But  inftead  of  his  calling  for  help 
as  they  expected,  he  gave  him  boldly  three  or  four 
pricks  of  the  fpur  and  a  gallop  round  the  court-yard, 
fo  that  he  brought  the  horfe  to  his  bearings  as  if  he 
had  been  a  man  of  thirty.  We  need  not  inquire  if  the 
good  old  man  was  pleafed.  Smiling  with  joy,  he  aiked 
his  fon  if  he  were  not  afraid,  for  he  had  only  left  fchool 
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a  fortnight.    He  anfwered  with  a  fearlefs  countenance, 
cc  My  lord,  I  hope,  by  God's  help,  before  fix  years 
"  are  over  to  fpur  him  or  another  in  more  dangerous 
cc  places  ;  for  I  am  here  amongft  friends,  and  I  may 
"  then  be  amid  the  enemies  of  him  whom  I  mall 
"  ferve."     "  Come,  come,"  faid  the  good  Bimop  who 
was  ready  to  fet  out,  "  my  friend  nephew,  do  not  dif- 
"  mount,  but  take  leave  of  all  the  company."     Then 
the  boy,  with  a  joyous  countenance,   addrefled  his 
father ;    "  My  lord  and  father,  I  pray  our  Lord  to 
"  grant  you  a  happy  and  long  life,  and  me  grace,  that 
"  before  he  takes  you  from  this  world  you  may  hear 
cc  a  good  report  of  me."      cc  God  grant  it,  my  boy," 
faid  his  father,  and  gave  him  his  bleffing.   After  which 
he  took  leave  of  all  the  gentlemen  there,  one  by  one. 
The  poor  lady  mother  was  in  a  tower  of  the  caftle, 
medding  tears  of  tendernefs ;   for  glad  as  me  was  at 
her  fon's  profpecls,  her  motherly  love  conftrained  her 
to  weep.   However,  when  they  came  to  tell  her  that  if 
me  wimed  to  fee  her  fon  he  was  on  horfeback  ready 
to  depart,  the  good  lady  went  out  at  the  back  of  the 
tower,  and  made  them  call  her  fon  to  her,  to  whom 
me  addrefled  thefe  words :  cc  Pierre,  my  friend,  you  are 
cc  going  to  ferve  a  gentle  prince.    I  charge  you  to  ob- 
"  ferve  three  things,  which  if  you  do,  be  aflured  you 
cc  will  profper.    The  fir  ft  is,  that  before  all  things  you 
"  love,  fear,  and  ferve  God,  never  offending  Him  if 
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cc  poflible ;  for  it  is  He  who  created  us,  in  whom  we 
"  live,  and  who  will  fave  us ;  and  without  Him  and 
cc  His  grace  we  can  do  no  good  thing  in  this  world. 
cc  Every  morning  and  every  evening  commit  yourfelf 
<c  to  him  and  he  will  aid  you.  The  fecond  is,  that 
cc  you  be  gentle  and  courteous  to  all,  putting  away  all 
"  pride.  Efchew  evil  fpeaking  and  falfehood.  Be  fo- 
<c  ber  and  temperate.  Flee  envy,  for  it  is  an  odious 
cc  vice.  Be  neither  a  flatterer,  nor  an  informer ;  for  fuch 
"  people  feldom  come  to  good.  Be  true  and  loyal  in 
"  word  and  deed.  Keep  your  promife.  Succour  poor 
cc  widows  and  orphans,  and  God  will  recompenfe  it  to 
cc  you.  The  third  thing  is,  that  of  the  goods  which 
cc  God  mall  give  you,  you  be  charitable  to  the  poor 
Cf  and  needy ;  for  to  give  for  his  fake,  makes  no  man 
cc  poor;  and  take  this  from  me,  my  child,  that  the  alms 
cc  y°u  giye  will  profit  you  in  body  and  foul.  This  is 
<c  all  I  have  to  charge  you ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  your 
"  father  and  I  mall  not  long  furvive  ;  God  grant  that 
(<  while  we  live  we  may  always  have  a  good  report  of 
cc  you."  Then  the  good  Knight,  young  as  he  was, 
anfwered  her,  cc  My  lady  mother,  I  thank  you  moft 
cc  humbly  for  your  good  counfel,  and  hope  fo  well  to 
cc  follow  it  that  by  His  grace  to  whofe  keeping  you 
cc  commend  me,  you  mall  be  content ;  and  fo,  humbly 
cc  commending  myfelf  to  your  good  favour,  I  take 
•f  my  leave." 
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Then  the  good  lady  drew  out  of  her  fleeve  a  little 
purfe,  in  which  were  only  fix  crowns  in  gold  and  one 
in  filver,  which  fhe  gave  to  her  fon.  She  then  called 
one  of  the  fervants  of  the  Bifhop  her  brother,  and 
gave  into  his  charge  a  fmall  valife  in  which  was  fome 
linen  for  her  fon.  Meanwhile  the  Bifhop  of  Grenoble 
took  leave  of  the  company  and  called  his  nephew, 
who  beftriding  his  handfome  charger  thought  himfelf 
in  paradife  ;  and  fo  they  went  ftraight  to  Chambery 
where  was  the  Duke  Charles  of  Savoy. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

How  the  Bijhop  of  Grenoble  prefented  his  nephew  the 
good  Knight  to  the  Duke  Charles  of  Savoy  who  re- 
ceived him  gladly  and  made  him  his  page  ;  and  how 
the  Duke  afterwards  prefented  him  to  the  King  of 
France. 


the  Chateau  Bayard  on  a 
Saturday  after  breakfaft,  the  Bifhop 
of  Grenoble  made  fuch  good  fpeed 
that  he  arrived  at  the  town  of  Cham- 
bery  the  fame  evening.  The  next 
day  being  Sunday  he  rofe  early,  and  went  to  pay  his 
refpects  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  received  him  in  a 
manner  which  mowed  how  delighted  he  was  at  his  com- 
ing. They  went  together  to  the  church  to  hear  mafs, 
where,  as  became  the  Duke's  princeiy  rank,  the  Bifhop 
adminiftered  the  hoft  to  him  and  gave  him  the  Gofpel 
to  kifs.  After  mafs  faid,  the  Duke  took  the  Bifhop 
to  dine  with  him  ;  during  which  ceremony  the  good 
Knight  his  nephew  ferved  him  as  his  cupbearer  fo 
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gracefully  that  the  Duke  obferved  it,  and  aiked  the 
Bifhop  who  he  was.  "  My  lord,"  replied  he,  "  it  is  a 
cc  man  at  arms  whom  I  am  come  to  prefent  to  you  for 
"  your  fervice  if  you  pleafe.  But  he  is  not  in  the 
cc  guife  in  which  I  ihould  wim  to  give  him  to  you  ; 
"  after  dinner  if  it  is  your  pleafure  you  mall  fee  him." 
"  Truly,"  faid  the  Duke,  "  he  would  be  a  ftrange  fel- 
"  low  who  would  refufe  fuch  a  prefent."  The  good 
Knight,  who  had  already  had  his  uncle's  wimes  inti- 
mated to  him,  did  not  ftay  to  amufe  himfelf  with,  the 
delicacies  after  dinner,  but  went  to  his  lodging  and  had 
his  charger  faddled,  upon  which,  when  he  had  fully 
caparifoned  him,  he  mounted,  and  rode  featly  into  the 
court  yard  of  the  Duke's  houfe.  The  Duke  having 
already  quitted  the  table,  faw  from  a  gallery  the  young 
boy  enter  making  his  horfe  curvet  fo  that  he  feemed  a 
man  of  thirty  who  had  feen  war  all  his  life.  C(  My 
"  lord  of  Grenoble,"  faid  he,  "  I  think  that  is  your 
"  little  protege  that  manages  his  horfe  fo  well."  "  My 
lord,"  replied  the  Bifhop,  cc  he  is  my  nephew ;  of  a 
"  good  race,  which  has  fent  forth  gentle  knights. 
"  His  father,  whofe  health  is  fo  prematurely  under- 
"  mined  by  wounds  received  in  battle  that  he  cannot 
"  come  to  pay  his  refpects  to  you,  very  humbly  com- 
"  mends  himfelf  to  your  good  grace,  and  makes  you  a 
"  prefent  of  him."  "  And  in  good  faith,"  replied  the 
Duke,  "  I  accept  it  gladly.  'Tis  a  good  and  fair  pre- 
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cc  fent.  God  make  him  a  true  man."  He  then  com- 
manded one  of  his  moft  trufty  fquires  to  look  to  young 
Bayard,  exprefling  his  opinion  that  he  would  be  one 
day  a  man  of  renown. 

The  good  Knight  continued  his  page  for  the  fpace 
of  half  a  year,  and  made  himfelf  beloved  by  great  and 
fmall.  There  was  neither  page  nor  lord  who  could  in 
all  things  compare  with  him  ;  for  he  leaped,  wreftled, 
threw  the  bar,  (confidering  his  fize,)  and  put  his  horfe 
through  all  his  paces,  fo  as  none  could  excel  him.  So 
that  his  good  mafter  loved  him  as  a  fon. 

One  day  the  Duke  of  Savoy  determined  to  go  and 
vifit  the  King  of  France  at  Lyons,  where  he  then  was 
with  his  princes  and  nobles  leading  a  joyous  life,  hold- 
ing joufts  and  tournaments  daily,  and  in  the  evening 
dancing  with  the  fair  and  gracious  ladies  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. And  to  fay  truth,  the  young  King  Charles 
the  Eighth  was  one  of  the  beft,  moft  courteous,  liberal 
and  charitable  princes  that  were  ever  feen  or  read  of. 
He  loved  and  feared  God,  and  never  {wore  but  by  the 
faith  of  his  body,  or  fome  fuch  little  oath.  And  great 
pity  was  it  that  death  fo  foon  carried  him  off,  as  it  did 
before  the  age  of  eight  and  twenty ;  for  had  he  lived 
long,  he  would  have  atchieved  great  things. 

The  King  Charles,  learning  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
was  coming  to  fee  him,  fent  the  lord  de  Ligny,  a  gen- 
tle prince  of  the  houfe  of  Luxembourg,  with  feveral 
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other  gentlemen  and  archers  of  his  guard  to  meet  him, 
who  found  him  about  ten  leagues  from  Lyons.  As 
they  journeyed  together,  the  lord  de  Ligny  remarked 
young  Bayard  and  his  charger,  and  was  fo  charmed 
with  them  that  he  recommended  the  Duke  to  make  a 
prefent  of  both  to  the  King,  which  the  Duke  refolved 
to  do. 

As  they  entered  Lyons,  the  ftreets  were  filled  with 
people  and  the  windows  with  ladies  to  fee  them  pafs. 
For,  without  exaggeration,  this  Duke  of  Savoy  was  a 
fine  handfome  prince,  of  good  parts,  and  princely  bear- 
ing. They  difmounted  at  his  lodgings  where  he  re- 
tained the  lord  de  Ligny  and  feveral  other  lords  and 
gentlemen  to  fupper,  during  which  came  minftrels  and 
fingers  of  the  king  to  entertain  the  company.  In  the 
evening  they  played  at  various  games  and  paftimes ; 
and  when  wine  and  fpices  had  been  brought,  each  re- 
tired to  his  own  lodgings. 

The  next  morning  being  Thurfday,  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  went,  conducted  by  the  lords  de  Ligny  and 
Avefnes,  to  pay  his  refpects  to  the  King,  who  embraced 
him  faying ;  Cf  My  coufin  and  friend,  you  are  right 
f<  welcome ;  I  am  delighted  to  fee  you,  and  upon  my 
fc  life  you  have  done  well  to  come  ;  for  had  you  not, 
cc  I  was  minded  to  go  and  fee  you  in  your  own  coun- 
cc  try,  where  I  mould  have  ocean* oned  you  much  trou^ 
((  ble  and  annoyance."  To  which  the  good  Duke  re- 
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plied,  "  My  lord,  that  were  difficult ;  all  the  regret  I 
"  fhould  have  had  at  your  arrival  in  my  country,  which 
"  being  mine  is  yours,  would  have  been  only  that  you 
"  could  not  have  been  received  as  becomes  fo  high  and 
cc  mighty  a  prince ;  but  I  aflure  you  that  my  heart, 
cc  body,  goods  and  talents,  fuch  as  God  has  given  me, 
<c  are  at  your  difpofal,  as  entirely  as  thofe  of  the  leaft 
<c  of  your  fubjects."  For  which  the  King,  colouring 
a  little,  thanked  him.  They  mounted  their  mules  and 
went  together  to  the  convent  of  Grey  Friars,  which  the 
King  and  his  loyal  fpoufe,  Anne  Duchefs  of  Brittany, 
had  largely  endowed,  where  they  devoutly  heard  mafs. 
After  which  the  King  kept  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the 
lords  de  Ligny  and  Avefnes  to  dine  with  him.  Dur- 
ing dinner  they  had  much  difcourfe  of  dogs,  hawks, 
arms  and  amours ;  and  amongfl  other  things  the  lord 
de  Ligny  mentioned  to  the  King  the  page  and  his  gal- 
lant charger,  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  defired  to  pre- 
fent  to  him.  cc  By  the  faith  of  my  body,"  faid  the 
King,  «  I  fhould  like  to  fee  him." 

When  this  was  told  to  Bayard,  who  was  not  then  in 
the  prefence,  he  could  not  have  been  more  pleafed  had 
he  won  the  town  of  Lyons.  He  went  forthwith  to  the 
Duke's  head  groom,  named  Pizou  de  Chenas,  and  told 
him  the  King  wifhed  to  fee  his  charger  and  himfelf 
upon  him  ;  and  begged  him  to  have  him  well  groomed, 
and  he  would  willingly  give  him  his  fhort  dagger.  The 
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head  groom  replied,  "  Bayard,  my  friend,  keep  your 
cc  poignard,  I'll  none  of  it,  I  thank  you ;  only  go  you, 
"  drefs  your  hair,  and  make  yourfelf  fmart,  for  your 
<c  horfe  mail  be  in  right  good  order  ;  and  God  grant 
cc  the  King  of  France  may  take  you  this  hour  into  his 
<c  favor,  for  it  may  lead  to  much  good  fortune  to  you, 
cc  and  by  God's  help  you  may  become  as  great  a  lord 
"  as  I  anticipate."  cc  By  my  faith,"  faid  the  good 
Knight,  cc  I  mall  never  forget  the  courtefies  you  have 
cc  done  me  fince  I  came  into  my  lord's  family ;  and  if 
"  God  ever  gives  me  means,  you  ihall  have  proof  of 
"  it."  He  then  went  up  to  his  room,  where  he  cleaned 
his  accoutrements,  combed  his  hair,  and  dreffed  him- 
felf  as  gracefully  as  he  could,  waiting  for  news,  which 
were  not  long  in  arriving ;  for  in  two  or  three  hours 
came  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  fquire  of  the  ftables,  who 
was  Bayard's  governor,  to  feek  him,  and  found  him  all 
ready.  He  faid  to  him  quite  forrowfully,  cc  Bayard, 
cc  my  friend,  I  fee  I  mall  not  keep  you,  for  I  hear 
cc  that  my  lord  has  already  made  a  prefent  of  you  to  the 
cc  King,  who  defires  to  fee  you  and  your  charger  in 
ct  the  meadow  of  Efnay.  I  am  not  grieved  at  your  ad- 
cc  vancement,  but  by  my  faith  I  am  very  forry  to  part 
cc  with  you.  To  which  young  Bayard  replied,  cc  My. 
"  lord  fquire,  God  give  me  grace  to  continue  in  thofe 
cc  virtuous  practices  you  have  taught  me  from  the  hour 
"  that  my  lord  gave  you  charge  of  me ;  for  then  by 
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"  his  aid,  you  will  never  have  caufe  to  be  afhamed  of 
cc  me.  And  if  I  am  ever  in  a  fituation  to  do  you  fer- 
cc  vice,  you  mail  have  fubftantial  proof  how  much  I 
"  feel  my  obligations  to  you."  They  then  mounted 
their  horfes  and  went  to  wait  for  the  King  and  his  com- 
pany in  the  meadow  of  Efnay,  for  the  prince  proceeded 
thither  by  water  on  the  Soane.  As  foon  as  he  got  out 
of  the  boat,  and  faw  young  Bayard  on  his  charger,  he 
cried  out,  cc  Friend  page,  give  your  *horfe  the  fpur," 
which  he  did  forthwith.  You  would  have  thought, 
to  fee  him  flart,  he  had  been  at  the  practice  all  his  life. 
At  the  end  of  the  courfe  he  made  his  horfe  give  two  or 
three  bounds,  and  then  returned  full  gallop  towards 
the  King,  and  flopped  fhort  before  him,  making  his 
horfe  paflage  ;  fo  that  not  only  the  King  but  all  the 
company  were  delighted.  The  King  called  to  him, 
Cf  Picque,  picque  encore  un  coup ;"  upon  which  the  pages 
cried  out,  cc  Picquez,  picquez ; "  fo  that  for  fome  time 
after  he  was  furnamed  Picquet.  The  King  faid  to 
the  Duke,  cc  Truly,  coufin,  it  is  impoilible  to  manage 
"  a  horfe  better  ;  I  mail  not  wait  till  you  give  me  your 
cc  Page  and  his  horfe,  but  beg  them  of  you."  He  then 
committed  both  page  and  horfe  into  the  charge  of  the 
lord  de  Ligny,  who  humbly  thanked  the  King,  for 
he  deemed  well  he  would  make  fuch  a  man  of  him  as 
would  do  him  honour ;  an  expectation  which  was  well 
fulfilled  in  divers  places. 


without  Fear  and 'without  Reproach.        17 

Three  years  only  was  the  good  Knight  page  in  the 
family  of  the  lord  de  Ligny,  who,  when  he  reached 
the  age  of  feventeen,  difcharged  him  from  pagehood 
and  appointed  him  of  his  company  ;  but  ftill  retained 
him  as  a  gentleman  of  his  houfehold. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

How  a  gentleman  of  Burgundy  named  mafler  Claude 
de  Vaudray  came  to  Lyons  by  permiffion  of  the  King 
of  France)  to  proclaim  a  pajjage  of  arms  on  horfeback 
and  on  foot,  and  hung  up  hisjhieldsj  that  thofe  who 
touched  them  might  be  received  to  combat ;  and  how 
the  good  Knight,  three  days  after  he  ceafed  to  be  page, 
touched  all  the  Jhields. 

|HE  Duke  of  Savoy  remained  fome 
time  at  Lyons,  making  good  cheer 
as  well  with  the  King  as  with  the 
princes  and  lords  of  France.  Think- 
ing it  time  to  return  to  his  own  ! 
country,  he  afked  permiflion  to  take  his  leave,  which 
was  granted  him  very  reluctantly :  but  there  is  no  fuch 
good  company,  but  the  hour  of  feparation  will  arrive. 
The  King  made  him  handfome  and  honorable  prefents, 
for  he  was  full  of  liberality ;  and  fo  the  good  Duke 
Charles  of  Savoy  returned  to  his  own  dominions. 

The  King  of  France  made  a  progrefs  through  his 
kingdom,  and  two  or  three  years  after  revifited  Lyons, 
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where  there  arrived  a  gentleman  of  Burgundy  named 
mafter  Claude  de  Vaudray,  a  man  {killed  in  the  fcience 
of  arms,  and  "devoted  to  it.  He  prayed  the  King  that 
to  keep  all  the  young  gentlemen  from  idlenefs,  he  would 
permit  him  to  proclaim  a  paflage  of  arms,  as  well  on 
horfeback  as  on  foot,  with  lance  and  battle  axe ;  which 
was  granted  him ;  for  the  good  King,  next  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  God  of  which  he  was  very  obfervant,  defired 
nothing  better  than  fuch  joyous  paftime.  This  mafter 
Claude  de  Vaudray  arranged  matters  to  the  beft  of  his 
ability,  and  fufpended  his  mields,  which  all  gentlemen 
who  defired  to  difplay  their  fkill  came  to  touch,  and 
had  their  names  infcribed  by  the  king  at  arms  who  pre- 
fided. 

One  day  the  good  Knight  was  pafling  by  the  mields, 
when  he  thought  to  himfelf,  cc  Alas !  if  I  knew  how 
cc  to  equip  myfelf,  I  would  gladly  touch  thefe  mields, 
cc  to  have  a  lefTon  in  the  ufe  of  arms."  And  he  flopped 
fhort  in  deep  thought.  A  companion  of  his,  Bellabre, 
who  had  alfo  been  educated  by  the  lord  de  Ligny, 
afked  him  what  he  was  thinking  of.  cc  By  my  faith, 
fc  my  friend,"  replied  he,  "  it  has  pleafed  my  lord  to 
cc  difmifs  me  from  my  pagehood,  and  by  his  favour  to 
cc  appoint  me  in  all  things  appertaining  to  a  gentleman ; 
"  but  a  defire  has  feized  me  to  touch  mafter  Claude's 
cc  fhields,  and  I  know  not,  when  I  mail  have  done  fo, 
"  who  will  furnim  me  with  armour  and  horfes."  Bel- 
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labre,  who  was  older  than  he,  and  a  right  bold  gen- 
tleman (for  I  would  have  all  readers  of  this  hiftory  to 
know,  that  of  fifty  gentlemen  brought  up  by  the  lord 
de  Ligny  thirty  were  valiant  and  virtuous  command- 
ers), replied,  "My  friend  and  companion,  are  thefe  your 
cc  thoughts?  have  you  not  your  uncle  the  fat  Abbot 
Cf  of  Efnay  ?  I  vow  we  will  go  to  him,  and  if  he  will 
"  not  fupply  the  money,  we'll  take  his  crofs  and  mi- 
"  tre ;  but  I  think  when  he  knows  your  wifh  he  will 
<c  give  it  willingly."  Upon  thefe  words  the  good  Knight 
went  and  touched  the  fhields. 

Mountjoy,  king  at  arms,  who  was  there  to  infcribe 
the  names,  began  to  fay  to  him,  "  How !  my  friend 
"  Bayard,  your  beard  is  but  three  years  old,  and  do 
"  you  undertake  to  fight  with  mafter  Claude,  who  is 
cc  one  of  the  rougheft  knights  known  ? "  f  c  Mountjoy, 
"  my  friend,"  replied  he,  cc  what  I  do  is  not  from  pride 
"  or  overboldnefs,  but  only  from  a  defire  to  learn  the 
Cf  fcience  of  arms  by  degrees  from  thofe  who  can  teach 
"  me ;  and  if  it  pleafe  God,  he  will  give  me  grace  to 
cc  do  fomething  which  may  gratify  the  ladies."  At 
which  Mountjoy  laughed  and  was  right  well  pleafed. 
The  report  that  Bayard  had  touched  mafter  Claude's 
fhields,  ran  through  Lyons,  and  reached  the  ears  of  the 
lord  de  Ligny,  who  would  not  have  taken  ten  thou- 
fand  crowns  for  the  news.  He  went  directly  to  tell 
the  King,  who  was  delighted,  and  faid  to  him :  fc  By 
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"  the  faith  of  my  body,  coufin  de  Ligny,  your  pupil 
cc  will  do  you  honour  fome  day,  to  judge  by  his  cou- 
"  rage."  "  We  fhall  fee  what  will  come  of  it,"  faid 
the  lord  dc  Ligny  ;  cc  he  is  young  yet  to  ftand  the 
cc  blows  of  matter  Claude." 

However  it  was  much  eafier  for  the  good  Knight 
to  touch  the  mields,  than  to  find  the  money  to  procure 
horfes  and  accoutrements.  The  next  morning  early 
he  and  Bellabre  got  into  one  of  the  little  Lyons  boats 
and  were  rowed  to  Efnay.  When  they  difembarked, 
the  firft  perfon  they  found  in  the  meadow  was  the 
Abbot,  who  was  reciting  his  breviary  with  one  of  his 
monks.  The  two  gentlemen  went  to  falute  him,  but 
he,  who  had  heard  the  ftory  and  fufpected  he  would 
have  to  come  down  with  the  money,  received  them 
but  coolly,  and  addrefling  his  nephew,  faid,  "  Well, 
cc  mafler  Scapegrace,  what  has  made  you  fo  bold  as  to 
"  touch  mafler  Claude  de  Vaudray's  mields  ?  It  is 
<c  but  three  days  fince  you  were  a  page,  and  you  are 
ff  but  feventeen  or  eighteen,  and  fhould  be  whipped 
cc  for  your  prefumption."  To  which  the  good  Knight 
anfwered,  "  My  lord,  I  pledge  you  my  word  that 
"  pride  has  not  urged  me  to  this  boldnefs,  but  the 
cc  defire  to  attain  by  deeds  of  virtue  to  the  honour 
"  which  your  and  my  anceflors  have  acquired.  I  pray 
"  you,  my  lord,  feeing  that  I  have  no  relative  or  friend 
"  but  you  to  whom  I  can  at  this  moment  have  re- 
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"  courfe,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  aid  me  with 
"  fome  money  to  get  what  is  necefTary  for  me."  "  By 
"  my  faith/'  replied  the  Abbot,  "  you  may  go  feek 
"  elfewhere  fome  one  to  lend  you  money ;  the  alms 
cc  given  by  the  founders  of  this  abbey  were  for  the 
"  fervice  of  God,  and  not  to  be  {pent  in  joufts  and 
"  tournaments."  Thefe  words  of  the  Abbot  were  taken 
up  by  Bellabre,  who  faid,  "  My  lord,  had  it  not  been 
"  for  the  virtues  and  achievements  of  your  anceftors, 
"  you  would  not  have  been  Abbot  of  Efnay.  We  muft 
"  evince  gratitude  for  the  favours  we  have  received, 
"  and  fo  we  may  hope  to  experience  it  for  thofe  we  j 
"  confer.  Your  nephew,  my  companion,  is  of  good 
cc  family,  well  beloved  by  the  King  and  by  my  lord 
"  our  mafter ;  he  wifhes  to  diftinguifh  himfelf ;  at 
"  which  you  fhould  rejoice.  You  muft  needs  aflift 
cc  him,  for  it  can  but  coft  you  two  hundred  crowns  to 
"  equip  him  well,  and  he  may  do  you  honour  that 
"  may  be  worth  ten  thoufand."  After  much  difcuf- 
fion  the  Abbot  confented  to  aflift  him,  and  gave  him 
a  purfe  of  one  hundred  crowns  to  buy  two  horfes,  and 
a  letter  to  his  agent  Lauren^in  to  fupply  him  with 
clothes  and  accoutrements  ;  of  which  they  loft  no  time 
in  availing  themfelves. 

The  Abbot  was  right  glad  to  be  rid  of  his  nephew, 
and  ordered  dinner ;  at  which  he  told  the  company 
what  had  pafled  that  morning.  c<  By  my  faith,  my 
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cc  lord,"  faid  his  fecretary,  cc  you  have  done  well.  He 
cc  will  follow  the  example  of  that  gallant  man  your 
cc  grandfather,  and  all  his  kindred.  I  fee  but  one  fault 
cc  in  the  matter.  He  is  young  and  headftrong.  You 
"  have  written  to  Lauren^in  to  give  him  what  he  afks 
Cf  for.  I  am  fure  he  will,  though  it  were  two  thoufand 
"  crowns ;  and  I  fear  he  may  take  more  than  you  in- 
"  tend."  "  By  faint  James,  fecretary,"  faid  the  Abbot, 
after  a  moment's  reflection,  cc  you  are  right,  for  I  for- 
cc  got  to  mention  any  limit ;  call  my  fteward."  He 
came  immediately.  cc  Nicholas,"  faid  the  Abbot,  "  go 
"  to  town  to  Lauren^in,  and  tell  him,  I  wrote  to  him 
this  morning  to  give  my  nephew  Bayard  fome 
equipments  for  mafter  Claude's  tournay.  Defire  him 
not  to  exceed  eighty  or  a  hundred  francs ;  and  make 
"  hafte."  The  fteward  fet  out  directly,  but  he  was  too 
late.  On  his  return  to  Efnay  he  found  there  the  com- 
pany he  had  left.  cc  Well,  Nicholas,"  faid  the  Abbot, 
"  have  you  told  Lauren^in  ?"  "  Yes,  my  lord,  but  I 
cc  was  too  late ;  your  nephew  had  already  made  his 
cc  fairing  to  the  amount  of  only  eight  hundred  francs." 
"  Eight  hundred  francs  !  faint  Mary,"  faid  the  Abbot, 
cc  he  is  a  naughty  varlet.  Quick  !  you  know  his 
"  quarters  ;  go  and  find  him,  and  tell  him  if  he  does 
"  not  immediately  return  Laurenc^n  what  he  has 
cc  taken,  he  mall  never  have  another  fous  from  me." 
The  fteward  came  to  Lyons  as  he  was  defired, 
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thinking  to  find  his  man,  who,  doubting  the  turn  the 
matter  might  take,  had  defired  his  fervants,  if  any  of 
my  lord  d'Efnay's  people  came  to  afk  for  him  to 
make  every  excufe  to  prevent  their  getting  fpeech  of 
him.  When  the  fteward  came  to  inquire  for  him, 
they  faid  he  was  at  my  lord  de  Ligny's.  Thither  he 
went  but  did  not  find  him.  When  he  returned  they 
told  him  he  was  gone  to  try  fome  horfes  the  other  fide 
of  the  Rhone.  In  fhort,  he  came  more  than  ten  times 
without  finding  him,  and  then  perceiving  they  were 
making  a  fool  of  him,  he  returned  to  Efnay  and  told 
the  Abbot  it  was  loft  time  to  feek  his  nephew,  for  he 
chofe  to  hide  himfelf.  "Ah!"  faid  the  Abbot, 
"  upon  my  word  he  is  a  bad  youth,  but  he  mall  repent 
cc  it."  However  he  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  digeft 
his  wrath  as  beft  he  could. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

How  the  good  Knight  bore  himfelf  fairly  againfl  mafter 
Claude  de  Vaudray  ;  and  how  the  lord  de  Ligny  Jent 
him  into  garrijon  in  Picardy,  to  his  company,  where 
he  was  quartered  in  a  pretty  little  town  called  Ay  re. 

|S  foon  as  the  good  Knight  and  his 
companion  had  got  what  they  wanted 
from  Laurencin,  they  haftened  away, 
and  ordered  three  fuits  of  accoutre- 
ments for  each  to  wear  over  his  ar- 
mour ;  for  the  good  Knight  would  have  his  companion 
wear  his  colours.  They  then  went  to  a  gentleman  of 
Piedmont  who,  having  broken  his  leg,  was  defirous  of 
felling  a  charger  and  roadfter  he  had.  The  horfes 
were  tried,  and  purchafed  for  one  hundred  and  ten 
crowns  ;  and  taken  to  their  ftables  where  they  were 
well  groomed. 

Three  days  after,  mafter  Claude  de  Vaudray  open- 
ed his  paflage  of  arms,  at  which  he  was  encountered 
by  many  gallant  gentlemen  of  the  houfehold  of  King 
Charles ;  fuch  as  the  fenefchal  Galyot,  the  young 
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Bonneval,  Saudricourt,  Chatillon,  Bourdillon  and 
many  others,  who,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  did  their  beft  ; 
for  by  the  laws  of  the  tournay  each,  as  he  finimed  his 
bout,  was  obliged  to  be  led  along  the  lifts,  his  vifor  up, 
that  it  might  be  known  who  he  was  who  had  done 
well  or  ill. 

The  good  Knight,  being  fcarce  eighteen,  which 
was  very  young,  (for  he  was  ftill  growing,  and  was 
naturally  fpare  and  pale,)  entered  the  lifts  like  the 
others,  and  there  made  his  firft  efTay.  And  a  pretty 
rough  commencement  it  was,  for  he  had  to  do  with 
one  of  the  moft  fkilful  and  doughty  warriors  in  the 
world.  Yet,  I  know  not  how  it  was,  whether  it  were 
the  will  of  God  to  give  him  favour,  or  whether 
mafter  Claude  de  Vaudray  took  pleafure  in  him,  but 
there  was  no  man  during  the  whole  conteft  who  fur- 
pafl'ed  him  either  on  horfeback  or  on  foot.  And  he 
won  the  praifes  of  the  ladies  of  Lyons ;  for  as  he 
pafTed  along  the  lifts  after  having  done  his  devoir,  with 
his  vifor  up,  and  bluming,  the  ladies  honoured  him  by 
faying,  "  Look  at  this  bafhful  {tripling,  he  has  done 
"  better  than  all  the  others."  And  he  acquired  fo 
much  favour  with'  all  the  company  that  at  fupper  the 
good  King  Charles  faid  to  the  lord  de  Ligny,  cc  By 
"  the  faith  of  my  body,  coufin,  Bayard  has  made  a 
"  good  beginning.  I  never  in  all  my  life  made  you  fo 
u  good  a  prefent  as  when  I  gave  him  to  you."  To 
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which  the  faid  lord  replied,  cc  Sire,  if  he  turns  out  well, 
cc  it  will  be  more  to  your  honour  than  mine ;  for  your 
cc  praife  of  him  has  made  him  undertake  all  this. 
cc  God  grant  he  may  continue  as  he  has  begun.  But 
cc  his  uncle  the  Abbot  is  not  very  well  pleafed,  for 
cc  he  has  had  his  crowns  and  accoutrements  at  his 
"  coft."  At  which  the  King,  who  had  already  heard 
the  ftory,  laughed  heartily,  as  did  all  the  company. 

One  morning  after  this  tournay  the  lord  de  Ligny 
fent  for  the  good  Knight,  to  whom  he  faid ;  cc  Pic- 
fc  quet,  my  friend,  your  commencement  has  been  fuc- 
"  cefsful  enough ;  but  arms  require  continual  practice ; 
"  and  while  I  yet  retain  you  of  my  houfehold  at  three 
"  hundred  francs  a  year  and  three  horfes  found  you,  I 
"  have  put  you  into  my  company.  I  wim  you  to  go  to 
"  the  garrifon,  and  fee  your  comrades.  You  will  find 
"  there  as  valiant  foldiers  as  any  in  Christendom,  and 
"  who  are  always  practifing  in  joufts  and  tournay s  for 
"  the  love  of  honour  and  the  ladies.  I  think  that 
"  till  there  be  fome  found  of  war,  you  cannot  do  bet- 
"  ter."  The  good  Knight,  who  wimed  nothing  better, 
replied,  cc  My  lord,  for  all  the  favours  and  honours 
cc  that  you  have  conferred  on  me  I  can  only  return 
"  you  my  mofb  humble  thanks,  and  pray  our  Lord  to 
cc  recompenfe  them  to  you.  But  now  the  wim  of  my 
tc  heart  is  to  join  the  company  you  {peak  of;  for  from 
"  all  I  hear  of  it,  I  cannot  be  there  fo  fhort  a  time,  but 
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"  that  I  fhall  be  the  better  for  it  all  my  life ;  and  if  it 
cc  be  your  good  pleafure  I  will  fet  out  to-morrow." 
f<  By  all  means,"  faid  the  lord  de  Ligny,  <c  but  you 
<c  mufl  firft  take  leave  of  the  King  ;  and  I  will  conduct 
cc  you  to  him  after  dinner." 

They  found  the  King  juft  rifing  from  table,  to 
whom  the  lord  de  Ligny  faid,  "Sire,  here  is  your 
"  Picquet,  who  is  going  to  fee  his  companions  in  Pic- 
"  ardy,  and  would  take  leave  of  you."  The  good 
Knight  with  a  ferene  countenance  kneeled  down.  The 
King  regarded  him  with  fatisfaction,  and  faid  fmil- 
ing,  <c  Picquet,  my  friend,  may  God  continue  in  you 
cc  what  I  have  feen  begun,  and  you  will  be  a  man  of 
"  note.  You  are  going  to  a  country  where  there  are 
"  lovely  dames  ;  quit  yourfelf  fo  as  to  gain  their  good 
cc  graces ;  and  God  be  with  you."  cc  I  humbly  thank 
cc  you,  Sire,"  anfweredthe  good  Knight.  He  was  then 
embraced  by  all  the  princes  and  lords  and  many  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  his  leaving  the  court  occafioned  great 
regret ;  but  not  fo  to  himfelf,  for  he  was  impatient  to 
be  gone.  The  King  fent  for  one  of  his  grooms  of  the 
chamber,  and  defired  him  to  pay  over  to  the  good 
Knight  three  hundred  crowns,  and  to  deliver  to  him 
one  of  the  handfomeft  horfes  in  his  ftable.  The  good 
Knight  gave  the  groom  of  the  chamber  thirty  crowns, 
and  ten  to  him  who  brought  him  the  horfe ;  a  liberality 
which  all  who  knew  it  praifed  marvelloufly.  The  lord 
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de  Ligny  took  him  back  to  his  lodging,  and  fpent  the 
evening  in  giving  him  good  counfel  as  though  he  had 
been  his  Ton  ;  recommending  him  above  all  things  to 
have  honour  ever  before  his  eyes.  This  charge  he 
obferved  faithfully  to  his  death.  At  length  when  it 
was  time  to  retire  to  reft,  the  lord  de  Ligny  embraced 
him  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  the  good  Knight  on 
bended  knee  took  leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  his 
lodging,  where  all  his  companions  were  aflembled  to 
bid  him  adieu ;  which  they  did  not  without  much  em- 
bracing. Afcending  to  his  room,  he  found  there  the 
lord  de  Ligny 's  tailor  with  two  complete  fuits  which 
his  mafter  had  fent  him.  He  begged  him  to  thank 
his  lord  for  this  handfome  prefent,  and  drawing  out  his 
purfe  gave  him  twenty  crowns. 

One  of  his  fervants  then  informed  him  that  William 
the  groom  had  brought  to  his  ftable  a  fine  charger 
which  the  fame  lord  had  fent  him  ;  but  that  his  fervices 
being  required  at  home  he  could  not  wait,  but  would 
come  and  fpeak  with  him  in  the  morning.  <c  Then  he 
<c  will  not  find  me,"  faid  he,  "for  I  muft  be  on  horfe- 
"  back  at  the  firft  dawn  of  day."  So  he  gave  ten  crowns 
to  the  tailor,  defiring  him  to  give  them  to  William  the 
groom,  and  to  falute  for  him  all  the  noble  houfehold 
of  his  lord ;  which  the  tailor  promifed  to  do. 

As  foon  as  he  was  gone  the  good  Knight  had  his 
valifes  packed  and  all  prepared  for  an  early  departure, 


3° 


The  GOOD  KNIGHT 


and  betook  himfelf  to  bed,  where  he  had  little  reft, 
for  it  was  then  near  midnight.  On  rifing,  the  firft 
thing  he  did  was  to  fend  on  his  chargers,  of  which  he 
had  fix,  and  his  baggage ;  and  he  himfelf  when  he  had 
taken  leave  of  his  hoft  and  hoftefs,  followed  with  five 
or  fix  handfome  courfers.  His  companion  Bellabre 
was  ready  as  foon  as  he,  and  accompanied  him  to 
Brefle,  when  they  dined,  and  then  took  leave  of  one 
another ;  but  it  was  no  great  leave  taking,  for  Bellabre 
propofed  to  follow  him  in  two  or. three  days,  waiting 
only  for  a  couple  of  chargers  he  expected  from  Spain. 
The  good  Knight  proceeded  by  eafy  ftages  on  ac- 
count of  his  chargers ;  and  when  he  arrived  within 
three  leagues  of  the  town  of  Ayre,  fent  on  one  of  his 
people  to  fecure  lodgings.  When  the  gentlemen  of 
the  troop  knew  that  he  was  near,  the  greater  part  of 
them  got  on  horfeback  to  go  and  meet  himj  fuch  a 
defire  had  they  to  fee  him.  There  were  above  a 
hundred  and  twenty,  all  young  gentlemen,  who  met 
him  about  half  a  league  from  the  town.  They  brought 
him  thither  merrily,  all  the  ladies  being  at  the  win- 
dows; for  they  had  heard  of  the  noble  heartednefs 
of  the  good  Knight,  and  each  one  longed  to  fee  him ; 
which  they  did,  but  not  fo  much  at  their  eafe  as  after- 
wards. The  good  Knight  was  conducted  to  his  lodg- 
ing where  fupper  was  already  prepared.  Some  of  his 
companions  remained,  and  entertained  him  joyoufly^ 
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congratulating  him  on  his  fuccefs  with  matter  Claude 
de  Vaudray,  and  applauding  him  marvelloufly.  He 
however  fhowed  no  figns  of  being  elated,  but  replied 
courteoufly,  "  My  lords  and  comrades,  you  give  me 
"  unmerited  praife,  to  which  I  have  as  yet  but  little 
"  claim.  But,  if  it  pleafe  our  Lord,  by  your  help  I 
"  may  one  day  be  numbered  amongft  men  of  repute." 
They  then  changed  the  converfation,  and  one  of  the 
company,  Tardieu,  befought  the  good  Knight  to  give 
a  tournay ;  which  he  readily  promifed  to  do  if  Tar- 
dieu would  fend  him  a  trumpet  the  next  morning, 
and  they  had  permiflion  from  their  captain.  f  c  Trouble 
cc  not  yourfelf  about  permiflion,"  faid  Tardieu ;  ( c  cap- 
"  tain  Louis  d'Ars  has  given  it  to  us  once  for  all,  for 
"  it  is  for  no  bad  purpofe.  He  is  not  here  at  pre- 
cc  fent,  but  will  be  within  four  days.  If  there  be  any- 
<c  thing  wrong,  I  take  it  upon  myfelf."  The  compa- 
ny remained  in  converfation  till  they  heard  midnight 
found ;  and  then  took  leave  of  one  another  till  next 
morning,  when  Tardieu  did  not  fail  to  repair  to  the 
quarters  of  the  good  Knight,  with  a  trumpet  of  the 
troop ;  and  the  firft  good  morrow  he  gave  him  was, 
cc  Comrade,  no  more  excufes,  here  is  your  man." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

How  the  good  Knight  had  proclaimed  in  dyre  a  tour- 
nay  for  love  of  the  ladies,  at  which  there  were  frizes 
for  the  befl  doers>  a  bracelet  of  gold  and  a  handfome 
diamond  to  prefent  to  their  ladies. 

.THOUGH  the  good  Knight  had 
much  need  of  repofe  after  his  long 
journey,  he  flept  not  much  that  night 
for  thinking  how  his  tournay  fhould 
be  ordered ;  and  when  Tardieu  came 
in  the  morning  with  the  trumpet  he  found  the  terms 
already  written  out.  They  were  as  follows.  PIERRE 
DE  BAYARD,  A  YOUNG  GENTLEMAN  AND  PUPIL  AT 
ARMS,  NATIVE  OF  DAUPHINY,  OF  THE  ORDON.NANCE 
COMPANIES1  OF  THE  KlNG  OF  FRANCE,  UNDER  THE 
CHARGE  AND  COMMAND  OF  THE  HIGH  AND  MIGHTY 
LORD,  MY  LORD  DE  LlGNY,  HEREBY  PROCLAIMS  A 

TOURNAY  UNDER  THE  WALLS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  AYRE 
FOR  ALL  COMERS,  ON  THE  TWENTIETH  DAY  OF  JULY, 
OF  THREE  TILTS  WITH  SHARPENED  LANCE  IN  OPEN 
LISTS  AND  IN  FULL  ARMOUR,  AND  TWELVE  BLOWS  OF 
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THE  SWORD  ;  THE  WHOLE  ON  HORSEBACK.  AND  TO 
THE  BEST  DOER  HE  GIVESAGOLD  BRACELETENAMELLED 
OF  HIS  COLOURS,  OF  THIRTY  CROWNS*  WEIGHT.  THE 
NEXT  DAY  THERE  WILL  BE  A  COMBAT  ON  FOOT  WITH 
LANCE  THRUSTS  AT  A  BARRIER  OF  THE  HEIGHT  OF  THE 
NAVEL  ;  AND  WHEN  THE  LANCES  ARE  BROKEN,  TO  BE 
CONTINUED  WITH  BATTLE  AXE  AT  THE  DISCRETION  OF 
THE  JUDGES  AND  THOSE  WHO  KEEP  THE  GROUND. 
AND  TO  THE  BEST  DOER  HE  GIVES  A  DIAMOND  OF  THE 
VALUE  OF  FORTY  CROWNS. 

When  Tardieu  had  read  the  conditions  of  the  tour- 
nay,  he  exclaimed, <c  By  heaven,  comrade,  not  Launce- 
cc  lot,  Triftan  or  Gawen  ever  did  better.  Trumpet, 
cc  go  and  proclaim  this  in  the  town  here,  and  then 
cc  from  garrifon  to  garrifon,  for  three  days,  to  give  no- 
<c  tice  to  all  our  friends. " 

You  muft  know  that  there  were  at  that  time  in 
Picardy  feven  or  eight  hundred  men  at  arms ;  to  wit, 
the  company  of  the  marefchal  des  Cordes,  the  Scotch 
guards,  the  company  of  the  lord  de  la  Palifle,  a  virtuous 
and  fuccefsful  commander ;  and  many  others.  Thofe 
who  were  minded  to  appear  at  the  tournay  had  but 
eight  or  ten  days  to  prepare  themfelves  ;  but  never  the- 
lefs  there  were  forty  or  fifty  men  at  arms  in  the  lifts. 
Meanwhile  there  arrived  that  gentle  knight  the  captain 
Louis  d'Ars,  right  glad  to  have  come  in  time  for  the 
fport ;  and  Bellabre  alfo,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  com- 
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pany.  They  amufed  themfelves  daily  in  making  trials 
of  their  horfes,  and  giving  banquets  to  the  ladies,  in 
which  the  good  Knight  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well  that 
the  ladies  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  praifed  him 
above  all  others ;  but  this  never  ftirred  his  pride. 

At  length  came  the  wifhed  for  day  of  the  tournay, 
and  each  ranged  himfelf  at  the  lifts.  One  of  the  judges 
was  the  good  captain  Louis  d'Ars,  and  the  Scotch  lord 
Saint  Quentin  the  other.  The  gentlemen  who  appeared 
at  the  lifts  were  forty  fix  in  number,  and  were  divided 
by  fair  lot  into  two  parties  of  twenty  three  on  each  fide. 
When  they  were  ready  to  commence,  the  trumpet 
founded  and  proclaimed  the  rules  of  the  tournay. 

The  good  Knight  was  firft  called  on  to  prefent  him- 
felf in  the  lifts,  and  againft  him  came  a  neighbour  of 
his  from  Dauphiny,  named  Tartarin,  a  very  ftout  man 
at  arms.  They  ran  their  courfe  at  one  another  fo  that 
Tartarin  broke  his  lance  half  a  foot  from  the  iron  head ; 
and  the  good  Knight  ftruck  him  on  the  top  of  the 
great  gardebras,1  and  fhivered  his  lance  into  five  or  fix 
pieces ;  at  which  the  trumpets  founded  impetuoufly, 
for  it  was  a  wondrous  beautiful  jouft. 

When  they  had  fupplied  themfelves  with  frem  lances 
they  returned  for  the  fecond  courfe :  and  it  was  Tarta- 
rin's  fortune  to  break  the  gardebras  of  the  good  Knight 
at  the  elbow,  and  all  the  company  thought  his  arm  was 
pierced.  The  good  Knight  ftruck  him  over  the  vifor, 
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and  carried  away  a  little  creft  full  of  plumes.  The 
third  lance  was  as  well  or  better  broken  than  the  others. 

When  thefe  had  finished  their  courfes  Bellabre  pre- 
fented  himfelf,  and  was  oppofed  by  a  Scotch  gentleman, 
the  captain  David  de  Fougar.  Thefe  likewife  broke 
their  three  lances  in  the  beft  poflible  ftyle.  And  fo 
they  joufted  two  and  two  till  all  had  run  their  courfes. 

Then  came  the  fword  fight ;  and  as  before  the  good 
Knight  commenced.  With  the  third  blow  he  broke 
his  fword  in  two  pieces,  and  altogether  did  his  devoir 
fo  as.  could  not  be  furpafled.  Then  came  the  others  in 
their  order ;  and  it  was  agreed  by  all  the  fpectators  as 
well  as  by  the  two  judges  that  there  was  never  feen  a 
day  of  better  tilting  with  the  lance,  or  fighting  with  the 
fword.  And  though  each  did  right  well,  the  beft  were 
the  good  Knight,  Bellabre,  Tartarin,  the  captain  Da- 
vid, one  of  the  company  of  my  lord  des  Cordes  named 
the  Baftard  de  Chimay,  and  Tardieu. 

In  the  evening  all  retired  to  the  quarters  of  the  good 
Knight,  who  had  prepared  a  magnificent  fupper  at 
which  were  throngs  of  ladies ;  for  all  the  ladies  of  Pi- 
cardy  for  ten  leagues  round  came  to  fee  this  fplendid 
tournay,  and  made  great  and  fumptuous  cheer.  After 
fupper  there  were  dances  and  divers  other  entertain- 
ments, fo  that  it  ftruck  one  hour  after  midnight  before 
any  one  flagged.  Then  they  retired  to  their  quarters 
one  after  another  conducting  the  ladies  to  their  feveral 
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places  of  repofe.  .  It  was  late  enough  next  morning  be- 
fore the  fair  dames  were  well  awake ;  and  they  ceafed 
not  to  extol  marvelloufly  the  good  Knight  as  well  for 
his  prowefs  as  his  courtefy,  for  a  more  gracious  and 
courteous  gentleman  could  not  be  found  in  the  world. 

The  next  day  all  the  warriors  met  at  the  quarters  of 
their  captain  Louis  d'Ars,  where  they  found  the  good 
Knight,  who  had  come  to  invite  him  and  the  lord  de 
Saint  Quentin  to  dine  with  him  in  company  with  the 
ladies  who  had  been  his  guefts  the  preceding  day.  The 
invitation  was  readily  accepted.  They  then  went  to 
mafs ;  and  this  over,  you  might  have  feen  the  young 
gentlemen  give  their  arms  to  the  ladies  and  conduct 
them,  difcourfing  of  love  and  other  joyous  matters,  to 
the  quarters  of  the  good  Knight ;  when  if  they  made 
good  cheer  the  evening  before,  they  made  better  now 
at  dinner.  Neither  lords  nor  ladies  tarried  after  din- 
ner, for  about  two  o'clock  all  who  were  of  the  tournay 
ranged  themfelves  for  the  fecond  day's  performance,  in 
which  he  who  defpaired  of  having  obtained  the  firft 
day's  prize,  hoped  to  win  that  of  the  fecond. 

When  the  judges,  lords  and  ladies  had  arrived,  the  j 
good  Knight  began  as  before ;  and  againft  him  came 
a  gentleman  of  Hainault  of  much  repute,  called  He- 
notin  de  Sucker.  They  thruft  with  all  their  ftrength 
at  one  another  over  the  barrier,  till  their  lances  were 
broken  in  pieces ;  after  which  they  feized  their  battle- 
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axes,  and  dealt  each  other  fuch  flout  and  furious  blows 
that  the  combat  feemed  mortal.  At  length  the  good 
Knight  ftruck  his  adverfary  fuch  a  blow  over  the  ear 
as  made  him  reel,  and  what  was  worfe  fall  on  both 
knees,  and  then  following  up  his  attack  over  the  bar- 
rier he  made  him  kifs  the  ground,  would  he  or  not; 
which  the  judges  feeing,  cried  out,  cc  Hold !  hold ! 
<c  enough!  retire!" 

After  thefe  two  came  Bellabre  and  Arnalton  of 
Pierreforade,  a  gentleman  of  Gafcony,  who  did  wonders 
with  their  lances,  which  were  foon  broken.  Then  they 
came  to  heavy  blows  of  their  battle-axes,  but  Bellabre 
broke  his,  and  therefore  the  judges  parted  them.  Next 
came  Tardieu  and  David  of  Scotland,  who  did  their 
devoir  right  well ;  as  did  each  in  his  turn,  fo  that  it 
was  feven  o'clock  before  all  had  finimed.  And  for  a 
little  tournay,  thofe  who  were  there  faw  as  good  per- 
formance as  they  ever  beheld  in  their  lives. 

When  all  was  over  they  retired  to  their  feveral 
quarters  to  difarm,  and  then  betook  themfelves  to 
thofe  of  the  good  Knight  where  the  banquet  awaited 
them,  and  the  two  judges  and  the  ladies  were  al- 
ready arrived.  After  fupper  came  the  awarding  and 
declaring  by  the  judges,  who  had  won  the  prizes. 
The  gentlemen  experienced  in  arms  were  appealed  to 
upon  their  faith,  and  then  the  ladies  upon  their  con- 
fcience,  and  without  favor  fhewn  to  one  more  than 
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another,  to  declare  their  opinions.  The  refult  was, 
that  gentlemen  and  ladies  agreed  that  though  each 
had  done  his  devoir  as  well  as  it  was  poflible,  yet  in 
their  judgment  the  good  Knight  was  the  beft  in  both 
days ;  wherefore  they  referred  it  to  him,  as  having 
gained  the  prizes,  to  beftow  his  prefents  where  he 
thought  fit. 

There  was  great  conteft  of  ceremony  between  the 
two  judges,  as  to  who  mould  pronounce  the  fentence ; 
but  the  good  captain  Louis  d'Ars  at  length  prevailed 
on  the  lord  de  Saint  Quentin  to  undertake  it.  *  The 
herald's  trumpet  founded  for  filence,  and  the  lord 
de  Saint  Quentin  {poke  thus  :  cc  My  lords,  all  who  are 
"  here  afTembled,  and  you  who  have  taken  part  in  the 
tournay,  my  lord  d'Ars  and  I,  as  the  judges  ap- 
pointed by  all  of  you  to  give  fair  fentence  in  th( 
awarding  of  the  prizes,  announce  to  you  that  afte 
having  well  and  duly  enquired  of  all  the  virtuoi 
Cf  and  honourable  gentlemen  who  witnefled  your  d< 
cc  of  arms,  and  likewiie  of  the  noble  ladies  whom  you 
<f  fee  here  prefent ;  we  have  decided  that  each  h; 
cc  done  his  devoir  as  well  as  it  was  poflible  to  do 
"  but  the  common  voice  is,  that  above  all  the  lord  de 
"  Bayard,  (not  to  difparage  the  others)  has  acquitted 
"  himfelf  beft  on  both  days  ;  wherefore  lords  and 
<c  ladies  remit  to  him  the  honor  of  beftowing  the 
rc  prizes  where  he  thinks  good." — Then  addrefling 
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the  good  Knight,  he  faid,  "  My  lord  de  Bayard, 
<c  decide  to  whom  you  will  give  them.*'  He  was  quite 
overwhelmed,  and  after  remaining  thoughtful  a  little 
{pace,  faid;  "  My  lord,  I  know  not  by  what  favor 
fc  this  honor  is  done  me.  Methinks  there  are  thofe 
"  who  have  better  deferved  it  than  I  have.  But  fince 
"  it  is  the  pleafure  of  thefe  lords  and  ladies  that  I 
cc  mould  be  the  judge,  praying  all  my  lords  com- 
cc  panions  who  have.  furpafTed  me  not  to  be  dirpleafed, 
cc  I  give  the  prize  of  the  firft  day  to  my  lord  de  Bel- 
<c  labre ;  and  of  the  fecond,  to  the  captain  David  of 
"  Scotland." 

The  prizes  were  forthwith  delivered  to  them,  nor 
did  man  or  woman  murmur ;  and  then  the  dancing 
and  paftimes  commenced.  The  ladies  never  ceafed 
praifing  the  good  Knight,  who  was  beloved  in  Picardy 
as  never  man  was.  He  was  there  two  years,  during 
which  there  were  many  tournays  and  {ports ;  in  which, 
for  the  moft  part,  he  carried  off  the  prize.  And  the 
greateft  caufe  of  his  being  univerfally  beloved  was,  that 
there  was  not  on  earth  a  more  liberal  and  gracious 
perfon.  For,  if  any  of  his  companions  loft  his  horfe, 
he  remounted  him ;  if  he  had  a  crown  in  his  purfe, 
every  one  mared  it.  Young  as  he  was,  the  firft  thing 
he  did  when  he  rofe  was  to  fay  his  prayers.  He  was  very 
charitable ;  and  no  man  could  fay  he  had  been  refufed 
by  him  any  requeft  it  was  in  his  power  to  grant. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

How  the  King  of  France,  Charles  the  Eighth,  conquered 
the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  and  how  Louis  Duke  of  Or- 
leans came  to  the  crown  of  France,  as  his  nearefl  heir, 
by  the  title  of  Louis  the  Twelfth ;  and  how  the  good 
Knight  held  a  tournay  at  Carignan  in  Piedmont,  at 
which  he  gained  the  prize. 

FTER  two  years  the  young  King 
of  France,  Charles,  fet  out  for  the 
conqueft  of  Naples  accompanied  by 
the  lord  de  Ligny ;  who,  knowing 
the  high  qualities  of  the  good  Knight 
and  his  honourable  repute,  would  not  leave  him  be- 
hind. After  a  fuccefsful  campaign  in  which  he  brought 
the  Pope  to  reafon,  conquered  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  left  there  as  his  lieutenant  general  and  viceroy  the 
lord  de  Montpenfier,  the  good  King  Charles  fet  out 
on  his  return  to  France.  He  met  with  no  obftacle  till 
his  arrival  at  Fournou,  where  he  was  oppofed  by 
fixty  thoufand  righting  men  belonging  to  different 
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Italian  potentates ;  as  the  Pope,  the  Venetians,  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  and  many  other  lords,  who  thought  to 
intercept  the  good  King  and  make  him  prifoner,  as 
they  knew  he  had  with  him  but  ten  thoufand  men. 

Neverthelefs  the  good  and  gentle  Prince  who  had 
the  heart  of  a  lion,1  confident  of  being  well  fupported 
by  the  men  he  had,  determined  to  await  and  fight 
them ;  which  by  the  help  of  our  Lord  he  did,  and 
gained  a  glorious  victory  with  the  lofs  of  no  more 
than  feven  hundred  men.  The  enemy  fuftained  a 
heavy  and  mameful  defeat,  and  loft  eight  or  ten  thou- 
fand of  their  bed  foldiers.  They  left  on  the  field  the 
greateft  captains  of  the  lordfhip  of  Venice  ;  and  many 
of  the  houfe  of  Gonzaga,  whofe  chief  is  the  marquis 
of  Mantua ;  and  he  too  would  have  fallen,  but  for  his 
fpurs  and  the  good  horfe  he  rode ;  and  had  not  a  little 
river  fwelled  in  a  wondrous  way,  the  check  would 
have  been  ftill  more  fevere. 

At  the  firft  charge,  the  good  Knight  bore  himfelf  tri- 
umphantly in  the  company  of  the  gentle  lord  de  Ligny 
his  good  mafter,  and  had  two  horfes  killed  under  him. 
The  King  was  told  of  it  and  fent  him  five  hundred 
crowns ;  but  in  return  the  good  Knight  prefented  him 
with  a  ftandard  of  horfe  he  had  taken  in  the  purfuit. 

Peace  being  foon  after  concluded,  the  good  King 
returned  to  France  and  vifited  St.  Denis,  where  his 
anceftors  are  entombed ;  and  about  three  years  after, 
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hearing  of  the  revolt  of  the  Neapolitans  and  the  death 
of  his  lieutenant  general  the  count  de  Montpenfier, 
he  propofed  to  return  to  Italy.  But  being  at  Am- 
boife  the  yth  of  April  1498,  looking  on  at  a  game  of 
tennis,  he  was  feized  with  a  faintnefs  and  died  a  few 
days  after ;  an  irreparable  lofs  to  France ;  for  there 
was  never  a  more  gentle,  gracious,  and  benevolent 
king.  Methinks  God  took  him  to  the  company  of 
the  blefled ;  for  the  good  prince  was  not  ftained  with 
a  fingle  odious  vice.  As  he  left  no  male  defcendants, 
he  was  fucceeded  by  his  neareft  relative  Louis  of 
Orleans,  who  was  anointed  at  Rheims,  and  afterwards 
crowned  at  St.  Denis  by  the  tide  of  Louis  the  Twelfth. 
He  had  married  the  lady  Joan  of  France,  fitter  of  his 
predeceffor;  but,  expecting  no  iflue  by  her,  and 
having  been  compelled  to  marry  her  by  his  father 
Louis  the  Eleventh,  he  prevailed  on  the  Pope  to  annul 
the  marriage,  and  efpoufed  the  Queen  Duchefs  of  Brit- 
tany, widow  of  the  late  King  Charles.  Whether  it 
were  well  or  ill  done,  God  only  knows. 

Soon  after  his  acceflion  he  determined  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  his  duchy  of  Milan,  which  Ludovic 
Sforza  then  detained  from  him  ;  and  having  gained 
pofleffion  of  the  caftle  of  Milan  by  the  treachery  of  its 
commandant,  the  whole  duchy  foon  fubmitted  to  him ; 
and  Ludovic  Sforza  fled  for  refuge  into  Germany,  to 
Maximilian  King  of  the  Romans. 
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The  King  Louis  returned  to  France,  and  the  French 
garrifons  remained  in  Lombardy,  amufing  themfelves 
with  joufts,  tournays,  and  all  other  paftimes.  The 
good  Knight  went  to  vint  a  noble  lady  named  Blanche, 
who  had  efpoufed  his  former  mafter  Duke  Charles  of 
Savoy.  She  dwelt  at  Carignan  in  Piedmont,  one  of 
her  dower  towns ;  and  being  full  of  courtefy,  received 
him  hofpitably  and  treated  him  as  one  of  her  family, 
in  which  was  a  very  honourable  lady  madame  de 
Fluxas,  who  had  been  governefs  of  the  houfe  flnce  her 
younger  days ;  with  her  hufband,  an  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fuperintended  the  Duchefs's  houfehold. 
You  muft  know  that  when  the  good  Knight  was  page 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  this  madame  de  Fluxas  was  a 
young  lady  in  waiting  on  the  Duchefs ;  and  as  young 
people  feek  each  other's  company,  there  fprang  up  fuch 
a  love  between  them,  in  all  honor,  that  had  they  followed 
their  inclinations  without  regarding  confequences,  they 
had  married.  After  the  good  Knight  left  the  fervice 
of  the  Duke  and  became  the  page  of  King  Charles, 
the  young  lady  wedded  this  lord  de  Fluxas,  who  was 
very  rich  and  took  her  for  her  good  qualities ;  for  of 
fortune  me  had  little. 

This  lady  de  Fluxas,  who  was  celebrated  for  her 
great  beauty  and  powers  of  converfation,  received  the 
good  Knight  mod  gracioufly  and  courteoufly.  They 
difcourfed  much  of  the  days  of  their  youth ;  and  me 
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reminded  him  of  the  credit  he  had  acquired  with 
mailer  Claude  de  Vaudray ;  of  the  tournay  he  gained 
at  Ayre,  and  his  honors  at  the  battle  of  Fournou  ; 
and  fo  lauded  him  that  he  was  put  to  the  blufh.  At 
laft  me  requefted  him  to  give  a  tournay  in  Carignan 
in  honour  of  the  Duchefs,  in  whofe  houfe  he  had  been 
brought  up. 

"  Truly,"  faid  the  good  Knight,  <c  fince  you  wifh  it, 
*5  it  mall  be  done.  You  are  the  lady  of  all  the  world 
cc  who  firft  made  a  conqueft  of  my  heart  to  her  fervice 
cc  by  your  gracioufnefs ;  I  am  well  afTured  that  I  mall 
cc  never  have  of  you  but  mouth  and  hands,  for  I  mould 
fc  lofe  my  labor  to  afk  aught  elfe  of  you ;  and  more- 
"  over,  on  my  foul  I  would  rather  die  than  prefs  you 
cf  to  difhonor.  I  pray  you  give  me  one  of  your 
"  fleeves,  for  I  have  need  of  it."  The  lady,  not 
knowing  what  he  wanted  with  it,  gave  it  him  ;  and  he 
put  it  without  more  ado  into  the  fleeve  of  his  doublet. 

The  next  morning  he  fent  a  trumpet  to  all  the 
towns  in  the  neighbourhood  where  there  were  garrifons, 
to  notify  to  the  gentlemen  that  if  they  would  appear 
in  the  town  of  Carignan  four  days  after,  in  arms,  he 
would  give  to  the  beft  doer  in  three  courfes  with  the 
lance  in  open  lifts,  and  in  twelve  blows  with  the  fword, 
a  prize  of  his  lady's  fleeve  with  a  ruby  attached 
valued  at  one  hundred  ducats.  The  trumpet  did  his 
bidding,  and  returned  with  the  names  of  fifteen  gen- 
tlemen who  had  promifed  to  come. 
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When  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  lady  Blanche, 
me  was  much  pleafed,  and  had  her  platform  erected  on 
the  field  of  combat* 

On  the  appointed  day,  about  an  hour  after  noon, 
the  good  Knight  appeared  on  the  ground,  armed  at  all 
points,  with  three  or  four  of  his  companions,  as  the 
lord  de  Bonvent,  the  lord  de  Mondragon,  and  others ; 
and  they  had  fcarcely  arrived  when  all  the  reft  who 
were  to  run  a  courfe  prefented  themfelves.  The  good 
Knight  commenced  the  fport,  oppofed  by  the  lord  de 
Rovatre,  a  gallant  gentleman  who  carried  the  ftandard 
of  Duke  Philibert.  He  was  a  bold  and  flcilful  Knight, 
and  made  fo  good  a  hit  with  his  lance  that  he  broke  it 
into  three  or  four  pieces.  But  the  good  Knight  dealt 
him  fuch  a  blow  on  the  upper  part  of  his  grandebuffe,2 
that  he  difarmed  him  of  it,  made  daylight  through  ity 
and  caufed  his  own  lance  to  fly  into  five  or  fix  pieces. 
The  lord  de  Rovatre  recovered  his  grandebuffe  and 
ran  his  fecond  lance,  which  he  broke  in  as  good  ftyle 
as  the  firft.  But  the  good  Knight  ftruck  him  on  the 
vifor,  and  with  the  blow  carried  away  his  plume  and 
made  him  reel  in  his  faddle ;  but  ftill  he  kept  his  feat.  At 
the  third  courfe  the  lord  de  Rovatre  crofled  his  lance, 
and  the  good  Knight  fhivered  his  with  a  cram.  After 
them  came  Mondragon  and  the  lord  de  Chevron,  who 
ran  their  courfes  fo  well  that  all  applauded  them. 
Two  others  followed  ;  and  finally,  all  bore  themfelves 
fo  well  that  the  company  was  much  gratified. 
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When  the  lances  were  broken,  they  took  to  their 
fwords;  but  the  good  Knight  ftruck  but  two  blows 
ere  he  made  his  adverfary's  fword  fly  out  of  his  hand, 
and  broke  his  own.  Then  one  after  another  came  on 
the  field,  and  all  did  as  well  as  was  porlible ;  and  very 
late  it  was  when  all  was  over.  The  Duchefs,  by  the 
lord  de  Fluxas,  invited  all  the  gentlemen  to  fup  at  the 
caftle ;  where  you  may  fuppofe  they  were  handfomely 
entertained ;  for  they  knew  well  there  how  to  do  it. 
After  fupper  the  hautboys  and  minftrels  began  to 
found  ;  and  before  dancing  commenced  the  prize  was 
to  be  awarded.  All  were  of  opinion  that  the  good 
Knight  had  by  right  of  arms  gained  the  prize ;  upon 
which  the  judges,  the  lords  de  Grammont  and  de 
Fluxas,  prefented  it  to  him.  But  he  modeftly  refufed 
it  faying,  he  had  not  deferved  it ;  but  that  if  he  had 
done  anything  well,  madame  de  Fluxas  had  the  merit 
of  it,  who  had  lent  him  her  fleeve,  and  he  referred  it 
to  her  to  give  the  prize  where  me  thought  fit.  The 
lord  de  Fluxas,  who  knew  the  high  honor  of  the  good 
Knight,  felt  no  jealoufy,  but  came  ftraight  to  his  wife 
with  the  lord  de  Grammont,  who  faid  to  her :  cc  Ma- 
cc  dame,  in  prefence  of  your  hufband  here,  my  lord 
<c  de  Bayard,  to  whom  the  prize  of  the  tournay  has 
cc  been  awarded,  has  declared  that  you  have  gained  it 
cc  by  means  of  the  fleeve  you  gave  him  ;  wherefore, 
cc  he  fends  it  to  you  to  do  your  pleafure  with  it."  She, 
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who  was  wondroufly  acquainted  with  the  forms  of 
honor  and  courtefy,  was  no  way  abaflied ;  but  thanked 
the  good  Knight  for  the  honor  he  had  done  her,  and 
faid  ;  cc  Since  my  lord  de  Bayard  pays  me  the  compli- 
cc  ment  of  faying  that  my  fleeve  has  gained  him  the 
"  prize,  I  mall  keep  it  all  my  life  for  love  of  him. 
cc  But  for  the  ruby  ;  iince  the  beft  doer  will  not  accept 
cc  it,  I  think  it  mould  be  given  to  my  lord  de  Mon- 
<c  dragon,  for  he  is  confidered  to  be  fecond  to  him." 
It  was  done  as  me  defired,  and  not  a  murmur  was 
heard.  The  dancing  then  began  and  lafted  till  mid- 
night. 

After  five  or  fix  days  {pent  in  feafting  at  Carignan 
the  French  gentlemen  returned  to  their  garrifons.  The 
good  Knight  alfo  took  leave  of  his  good  miftrefs  the 
lady  Blanche,  who  was  very  proud  that  he  had  been 
educated  in  her  family.  He  told  her  there  was  nei- 
ther prince  nor  princefs  in  the  world  after  his  fovereign 
lord,  who  might  more  readily  command  his  fervices  ; 
for  which  me  heartily  thanked  him.  He  then  went  to 
bid  adieu  to  his  firft  love  the  lady  de  Fluxas.  Their 
parting  was  not  without  tears  on  her  part,  and  a  fad 
heart  on  his.  Their  mutual  honorable  love  lafted  till 
death,  and  no  year  parTed  without  their  fending  prefents 
to  each  other. 

In  the  town  and  caftle  of  Carignan  there  was  no- 
thing talked  of  for  a  month  but  the  prowefs,  honor, 
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gentlenefs  and  courtefy  of  the  good  Knight*  He  found 
there  Pizou  de  Chenas  who  had  been  head  groom  to 
Duke  Charles  of  Savoy,  and  having  taken  him  to  his 
quarters  and  entertained  him  well,  he  prefented  him 
with  a  horfe  worth  fifty  crowns.  He  enquired  of  him 
what  had  become  of  the  fquire  of  the  ftables  who  had 
been  with  my  lord  of  Savoy  in  his  time ;  and  hearing 
that  he  had  married  and  retired  to  Montcallier  and  had 
become  very  gouty,  he  fent  him  by  Pizou  a  handfome 
mule.  And  thus  he  fhowed  that  he  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  favors  he  had  received  in  his  younger  days. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

How  the  lord  Ludovic  Sforza  retook  the  town  of  Milan 
from  the  French  ;  and  how  he  defired  to  fee  the  good 
Knight  his  prifoner,  and  after  having  converfed  with 
him,  Jent  him  back  and  reflored  him  his  horfe  and 
arms ;  and  of  a  gentle  trait  of  the  good  Knight  at 
Vaugarra. 

UDOVIC  SFORZA  foon  after  his 
flight  into  Germany,  by  dint  of  mo- 
ney with  which  he  was  well  provided, 
collected  a  number  of  lanfquenets,1 
together  with  fome  Swifs  and  Bur- 
gundians  and  a  large  body  of  German  horfe,  and  by 
fome  intelligence  with  the  citizens  of  Milan  fucceeded 
in  retaking  that  city  from  the  French.  I  muft  tell 
you  what  happened  to  the  good  Knight  whilft  the  lord 
Ludovic  was  in  Milan. 

He  was  in  garrifon  about  twenty  miles  from  Milan 
with  other  young  gentlemen,  enjoying  daily  wondrous 
beautiful  joufts  with  one  another.  One  day  having 
heard  that  there  were  at  Binaz  three  hundred  horfe 
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under  the  command  of  a  very  gentle  and  experienced 
knight  John  Bernardin  Cazache,  he  prevailed  on  forty 
or  fifty  of  his  companions  to  accompany  him  to  beat  up 
their  quarters.    The  Lombard  captain,  who  by  his  fpies 
heard  of  their  approach,  would  not  be  caught  in  his 
neft,  but  drew  out  his  men  to  receive  them  about  two 
or  three   bow- mots  from  the  barriers.      When  the 
French  came  up  the  two  parties  charged  each  other 
ftoutly,  crying  France!  France!  Death!  Death!  and 
at  the  firft  mock  many  were  unhorfed.     Had  you  feen 
the  good  Knight's  feats  of  arms,  breaking  heads,  hack- 
ing arms  and  legs,  you  would  rather  have  taken  him 
for  a  furious  lion  than  an  amorous  youth.     After  an 
hour's  fighting,  neither  party  had  the  advantage ;  which 
chafed  the  good  Knight  much.      He  addrefTed  his 
companions  thus  ;  cc  How  !  my  lords,  are  we  kept  at 
"  bay  all  day  by  a  handful  of  men  ?  If  thofe  in  Mil; 
fe  knew  it,  not  one  of  us  would  efcape.     Courage, 
cc  pray  you,  and  bear  thefe  fellows  to  the  ground.' 
His  companions  animated  by  his  words,  and  cryinj 
with  one  voice,  France!  France!  charged  the  Lom-J 
bards  fo  furioufly  that  they  began  to  give  ground,  and 
retreated  fighting  for  four  or  five  miles  in  the  direction 
of  Milan.     When  they  faw  themfelves  near  it,  they 
turned  their  bridles  and  fled  full  gallop  towards  the 
town. 

The  French  purfued  them  till  they  came  clofe  to 
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the  city,  and  then  one  of  the  oldeft  cavaliers  who  was 
experienced  in  war,  cried  out  cc  Turn,  men  at  arms, 
"  turn!"  which  all  attended  to  but  the  good  Knight, 
who  in  hot  purfuit  of  the  enemy  entered  into  Milan 
pele  mele  with  them,  as  far  as  the  palace.  As  he  wore 
the  white  crofles  there  ^rofe  a  ihout  of  Seize  him  !  feize 
him!  upon  which  he  was  furrounded  and  taken  pri- 
foner,  furrendering  to  the  lord  John  Bernardin  Cazache 
who  took  him  to  his  quarters  and  had  him  difarmed. 
Having  witnefled  his  prowefs,  he  was  aftonimed  to  find 
him  fo  young  a  gentleman  as  about  two  or  three  and 
twenty. 

The  lord  Ludovic  who  had  heard  the  noife  enquired 
what  it  was,  and  being  told  what  had  happened,  defired 
that  the  good  Knight  fhould  be  brought  before  him. 

The  lord  John  Bernardin  who  was  a  courteous  and 
gracious  gentleman,  fearing  left  in  his  anger  the  lord 
Ludovic  might  do  him  fome  ill  turn,  would  take  him 
thither  himfelf  after  having  drefled  him  in  gentlemanly 
famion  in  fome  of  his  own  clothes.  The  Prince  was 
furprized  at  his  youth  after  the  praifes  he  had  heard  of 
him,  and  faid ;  <c  Come  hither,  Sir ; — what  brought 

you  into  this  town  ?"  cc  By  my  faith,  my  lord,"  re- 
plied he  nothing  abamed,  cc  I  did  not  think  to  have 
cc  entered  alone,  but  reckoned  on  my  companions 
<f  following  me ;  but  they  underftood  war  better  than 

I,  for  had  they  done  fo  they  would  all  have  been 
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cc  prifoners  like  me.  However,  faving  my  mifhap,  I 
cc  thank  fortune  that  I  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  fo 
<c  brave  and  worthy  a  gentleman  as  this  whofe  prifoner 
"  I  am." 

The  lord  Ludovic  afked  him  on  his  honor  what 
were  the  numbers  of  the  army  which  the  King  of  France 
was  marching  againft  him  ; — he  replied,  "  By  my  faith, 
fc  my  lord,  as  far  as  I  can  learn  there  are  fourteen  or 
"  fifteen  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  fixteen  or  eighteen 
cc  thoufand  infantry  ;  but  they  are  all  picked  men,  who 
Cf  are  refolved  this  time  to  aflure  the  ftate  of  Milan  to 
cc  the  King  our  mafter ;  and  it  feems  to  me,  my  lord, 
cc  that  you  would  be  quite  as  fafe  in  Germany  as  here, 
cc  for  your  troops  are  not  fit  to  contend  with  ours." 
So  boldly  {pake  the  good  Knight  that  the  lord  Lu- 
dovic was  greatly  pleafed  with  him,  though  what  he 
ftated  was  enough  to  ftartle  him.  That  he  might  ap- 
pear to  make  light  of  the  King  of  France's  return,  he 
faid,  "By  my  faith,  Sir,  I  would  that  the  King  of 
"  France's  army  and  mine  might  meet,  that  the  battle 
f c  might  determine  whofe  is  the  right ;  for  I  fee  no 
cc  other  way."  cc  On  my  word,  my  lord,"  faid  the  good 
Knight,  cc  I  would  it  were  to-morrow,  provided  I  were 
"  out  of  prifon."  "  Truly,"  anfwered  the  Prince, cc  that 
"  mall  not  ftand  in  the  way ;  for  I  fet  you  free  from 
cc  this  moment.  And  now  afk  me  what  more  you 
<f  would  have  of  me,  and  I  will  grant  it." 
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The  good  Knight  thanked  him  on  bended  knee,  as 
well  he  might,  and  faid, cc  My  lord,  if  you  will  extend 
Cf  your  courtefy  to  returning  me  my  horfe  and  arms, 
"  and  fending  me  towards  my  garrifon  which  is  fome 
"  twenty  miles  from  this,  you  will  confer  on  me  an 
"  obligation  for  life ;  and  faving  my  honor  and  the 
"  fervice  of  the  King  my  mafter,  I  will  acknowledge 
"  it  in  whatever  you  may  pleafe  to  command  me."  His 
horfe  and  arms  were  forthwith  brought,  and  he  was 
armed  in  the  lord  Ludovic's  prefence.  When  he  was 
accoutred  he  vaulted  into  the  faddle  without  putting 
foot  in  ftirrup,  and  afked  for  a  lance ;  then  raifing  his 
vifor,  he  addrefTed  the  Prince  thus ;  "  My  lord,  I  thank 

you  for  your  courtefy ;  may  God  requite  it  you/' 

They  were  in  a  handfome  fpacious  court.  He  gave 
his  horfe  the  {pur,  and  caufed  him  to  make  four  or  five 
gallant  bounds,  and  then  ran  a  fhort  courfe  in  which 
he  broke  his  lance  againft  the  ground  into  five  or  fix 
pieces ;  at  which  the  lord  Ludovic  was  not  too  well 
pleafed,  for  he  faid  aloud,  cc  If  all  the  men  at  arms  of 
"  France  are  as  good  as  this  one,  I  mall  cut  but  a 

forry  figure."  However,  he  afligned  him  a  herald  to 
conduct  him  to  his  garrifon ;  with  whom  he  had  not 
proceeded  a  dozen  miles  from  Milan,  when  they  fell  in 
with  the  French  army,  which  had  been  much  difpirited 
at  the  capture  of  the  good  Knight  through  his  daring ; 
though  there  was  fomething  of  headftrong  youth  in  it 
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too.  All  his  companions  flocked  to  fee  him  and  con- 
gratulate him ;  and  going  ftraight  into  the  prefence  of 
the  lord  de  Ligny,  he  related  to  them  point  by  point 
how  it  had  gone  with  his  capture  and  deliverance. 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  French  army  the  lord 
Ludovic  retired  to  Novarra,  which  by  treafon  was  fur- 
rendered  to  the  King  of  France's  lieutenants,  and  a  re- 
port being  fpread  that  he  was  not  in  the  town,  but  had 
fled  a  fecond  time  to  Germany,  all  the  infantry  were 
made  to  pafs  under  the  pike ;  and  the  poor  lord  Lu- 
dovic being  recognized  amongft  them  was  taken  prifo- 
ner,  and  ended  his  days  in  the  caftle  of  Loches.  He 
had  plenty  of  troops  but  they  were  of  different  nations, 
as  Burgundians,  lanfquenets  and  Swifs;  and  for  that 
reafon  fo  much  the  more  difficult  to  keep  in  order.  It 
was  faid  that  the  Swifs  who  were  with  him  mutinied 
for  want  of  pay  ;  but  I  have  fince  heard  the  contrary  ; 
and  that  the  baily  of  Dijon,  who  had  great  influence 
with  them,  gained  them  over ;  befides  that  in  the  King's 
army  there  were  a  greater  number  of  them  than  in 
Novarra,  and  they  excufed  themfelves  from  fighting 
one  againft  the  other.  I  have  feen  this  happen  many 
times  and  occafion  great  mifchief  in  France. 

When  thofe  of  the  duchy  of  Milan  who  had  revolted 
heard  of  the  capture  of  their  lord,  they  loft  no  time  in 
returning  to  their  French  allegiance,  in  great  fear  of 
being  pillaged  and  facked;  but  they  met  with  all  gen- 
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tlenefs  and  friend/hip,  for  they  had  to  do  with  a  good 
prince  and  virtuous  captains. 

It  was  notwithftanding  reported  that  the  King  in- 
tended to  fack  the  rebel  towns  of  Tortona  and  Vaugarra; 
though  he  had  no  fuch  intention,  for  he  was  of  too  mer- 
ciful a  difpofition.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  places  fent 
to  the  lord  de  Ligny  a  deputation  of  twenty  of  their 
mofl  notable  citizens,  who  threw  themfelves  on  their 
knees  before  him  bareheaded,  and  befought  him  to  have 
mercy  on  them,  and  in  token  of  his  forgivenefs  to  ac- 
cept a  prefent  of  three  hundred  marks  of  filver  plate 
which  they  had  brought  him.  Two  tables  of  vafes, 
cups,  goblets  and  all  kind  of  filver  veffels  were  brought 
in,  which  the  lord  de  Ligny  did  not  deign  to  look  at, 
but  defired  them  to  begone,  and  think  themfelves  for- 
tunate he  did  not  order  them  to  be  hanged  at  the  cafe- 
ments  of  their  windows  as  difloyal  traitors.  At  length  at 
the  interceffion  of  the  good  captain  Louis  d' Ars  he  par- 
doned them,  faying ;  "  Go  !  I  pardon  you  for  love  of 
"  captain  Louis  d'Ars,  who  has  rendered  me  fuch  fer- 
<c  vice  that  I  would  not  refufe  him  a  greater  requeft ; 
"  and  fee  you  offend  no  more.  But  as  to  your  prefent, 
cc  you  are  not  worthy  that  I  mould  deign  to  accept  it." 
He  looked  around  him,  and  feeing  the  good  Knight, 
cc  Bayard,"  faid  he,  Cf  take  this  plate ;  I  give  it  you 
cc  for  your  kitchen."  To  which  he  inftantly  replied, 
"  My  lord,  I  thank  you  humbly  for  the  favour  you  do 
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Cf  me  ;  but  God  forbid  that  the  property  of  fuch  rafcals 
cc  as  thefe  fhould  enter  my  houfe ;  it  would  bring  me 
cc  misfortune."  He  took  piece  by  piece  and  gave  every 
one  there  a  prefent,  without  keeping  a  denier  for  him- 
felf ;  which  aftonimed  all  the  company,  for  at  that  time 
he  could  not  command  ten  crowns. 

When  he  had  given  it  all  he  left  the  room,  as  did 
alfo  the  pardoned  citizens.  The  lord  de  Ligny  turned 
to  thofe  who  remained  and  faid,  "  What  fay  you,  my 
cc  lords  ?  do  you  fee  what  a  liberal  heart  Bayard  has  ? 
"  is  it  not  pity  that  God  did  not  make  him  king  of 
cc  fome  powerful  realm  ?  he  would  have  won  the  entire 
cc  world  by  his  gracioufnefs.  Believe  me,  he  will  be 
cc  fome  day  one  of  the  moft  perfect  men  on  earth." 
The  next  morning  at  his  rifing  the  lord  de  Ligny  fent 
him  a  beautiful  drefs  of  crimfon  velvet,  lined  with  em- 
broidered fatin,  an  excellent  fteed,  and  a  purfe  of  three 
hundred  crowns  ;  but  thefe  laft  did  not  laft  long,  for  he 
mared  them  with  his  companions. 

Not  long  after  King  Louis  the  Twelfth  undertook  to 
reconquer  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  but  after  two  or 
three  years  of  fighting  with  various  fuccefs,  the  French 
were  driven  out  at  all  points ;  whether  by  fault  of  the 
commanders  or  of  the  troops  I  know  not;  but  fuch 
was  the  will  of  God.  And  now  I  muft  tell  you  what 
happened  to  the  good  Knight  during  this  war. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

How  the  good  Knight  without  fear  and  without  reproach 
made  a  Jortie  from  the  garrifon  of  Monervyne,  and 
how  he  encountered  the  Spaniards,  and  what  befell 
thereupon. 

HE  good  Knight  was  in  garrifon  at 
Monervyne,  where  he  had  been 
placed  by  the  valiant  captain  Louis 
d'Ars  with  Tome  of  his  companions. 
Tired  of  being  couped  up  fo  long, 
he  faid  to  them  one  evening,  cc  Gentlemen,  we  ftagnate 
cc  here,  feeing  nothing  of  our  enemies.  Either  we  mail 
cc  grow  effeminate  for  want  of  exercifing  our  weapons, 
f  c  or  our  enemies  will  grow  bold,  thinking  we  dare  not 
<c  for  fear  quit  our  fortrefs.  Wherefore  I  propofe  to- 
<c  morrow  to  ride  between  this  and  Andrea  or  Barleta. 
"  Perchance  we  may  meet  with  fome  foragers  of  theirs, 
"  which  I  mould  like  marvelloufly ;  for  we  may  have 
cc  a  fkirmim,  and  then  let  them  have  the  honour  to 
"  whom  God  fhall  give  it." 


58  The  GOOD  KNIGHT 

All  approved  his  propofal,  and  in  the  evening  looked 
to  their  horfes,  and  prepared  themfelves  for  accomplifh- 
ing  their  enterprize.  They  rofe  early,  and  took  the 
field,  about  thirty  horfe,  all  young  and  refolute  men  ; 
and  rode  towards  the  garrifons  of  the  enemy. 

It  chanced  that  fame  day  that  a  Spanim  gentleman, 
a  near  relative  of  the.  great  captain  Gonzalvo,  named 
Don  Alonzo  de  Sotomajor,  a  very  gentle  knight  and 
flailed  in  arms,  having  with  him  fome  forty  or  fifty 
Spanim  gentlemen,  all  picked  cavaliers,  made  a  fortie 
from  the  town  of  Andrea  for  a  like  inroad  on  the  French. 
Such  was  the  fortune  of  the  two  captains,  that  on  de- 
fcending  a  little  hill  they  came  in  fight  of  each  other 
at  the  diftance  of  a  cannon  mot.  I  cannot  tell  you 
which  was  moft  rejoiced,  particularly  when  they  per- 
ceived that  their  force  was  about  equal.  As  foon  as 
the  good  Knight  recognized  the  red  crofTes,  he  ad- 
dreffed  his  men  thus  ;  cc  My  friends,  we  mall  prefently 
"  have  an  encounter.  I  pray  each  of  you  to  remember 
"  his  honour ;  and  if  you  fee  me  fail  in  my  devoir  to- 
cc  day,  deem  me  a  coward  and  a  fcoundrel  all  my  life." 
They  all  anfwered,  "  Forward,  captain,  let  us  charge 
them ;  let  them  not  have  the  honour  of  beginning." 
Then  they  lowered  their  vifors,  and  fhouting,  France  ! 
France  !  charged  the  enemy  at  full  gallop  ;  who,  with 
a  fteady  and  haughty  bearing,  fpurred  to  meet  them, 
crying,  Spain  !  St.  Jago  !  and  received  them  gallantly 
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on  the  points  of  their  lances.  At  the  firft  fhock  fome 
were  borne  to  the  earth  on  both  fides,  and  with  diffi- 
culty remounted  by  their  companions.  The  fight  lafted 
half  an  hour  without  its  being  po/Tible  to  fay  which 
had  the  beft  of  it.  But,  as  we  all  know,  in  thefe  cafes 
one  or  other  muft  be  conqueror ;  and  it  was  the  good 
Knight's  fortune,  by  his  exertion  and  courage,  in  the 
laft  charge  to  break  the  Spaniards.  There  remained 
on  the  field  feven  of  them  dead,  and  as  many  prifbners. 
The  reft  took  to  flight,  among  whom  was  the  faid 
captain  Don  Alonzo.  But  he,  clofely  purfued  by  the 
good  Knight  who  called  out  to  him,  <c  Turn,  man  at 
<c  arms,  it  were  great  fhame  to  be  flain  fleeing ;"  and  pre- 
ferring an  honourable  death  to  mameful  flight,  turned 
upon  the  good  Knight  like  a  lion  at  bay;  and  they 
exchanged  fifty  fword  blows  without  breathing.  The 
other  Spaniards  abandoned  their  captain,  who  continued 
fighting  gallantly  ;  and  if  all  his  men  had  behaved  like 
him,  I  know  not  who  would  have  had  the  beft  of  it. 
At  laft  his  horfe  turned  recreant,  and  would  not  advance ; 
which  the  good  Knight  feeing,  cried  out ;  cc  Yield  thee, 
knight,  or  thou  dieft."  "  To  whom  muft  I  yield," 
faid  he.  cc  To  captain  Bayard,"  replied  the  good 
Knight.  Whereupon  he  gave  him  up  his  {word.  The 
companions  then  returned  to  their  garrifon,  rejoicing 
in  the  good  fortune  God  had  given  them ;  for  they  loft 
not  a  fingle  man,  though  there  were  five  or  fix  wounded, 
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and  two  horfes  killed.  However  they  had  prifoners 
to  recompenfe  them. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  garrifon,  the  good  Knight, 
who  was  the  adopted  fon  of  the  lady  Courtefy,  having 
heard  by  the  way  who  Don  Alonzo  was,  affigned  him 
one  of  the  beft  rooms  in  the  caftle,  and  fupplied  him 
with  a  drefs ;  and  told  him  if  he  would  give  him  his 
word  not  to  leave  the  caftle  without  his  permifTion,  he 
would  affign  him  no  ftraighter  prifon  till  he  had  paid 
his  ranfom  ;  in  which  he  would  find  him  moft  confi- 
derate.  cc  Captain,"  anfwered  Don  Alonzo,  "  I  thank 
cc  you  for  your  courtefy,  and  pledge  you  my  faith  not 
cc  to  depart  hence  without  your  leave."  But  he  kept 
not  his  promife,  for  which  he  fuffered  in  the  end  as 
you  mall  hear.  However  his  ranfom  was  fixed  at  a 
thoufand  crowns. 

Don  Alonzo  remained  two  or  three  weeks  with  the 
good  Knight,  making  great  cheer  and  having  the  run 
of  the  caftle,  no  one  interfering  with  him  as  he  was 
upon  his  parole,  which  it  was  never  thought  he  would 
break.  But  it  fell  out  otherwife;  for  weary  of  his 
confinement,  and  none  of  his  people  coming  to  ranfom 
him,  he  bribed  an  Albanian1  of  the  garrifon  to  pro- 
vide him  a  horfe,  and  flee  with  him  to  Andrea.  He 
was  fcarcely  gone  when  the  good  Knight,  who  was 
vigilant,  came  into  the  outer  court  of  the  caftle  and 
afked  for  his  prifoner ;  but  no  one  knew  where  he  was. 
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He  was  aghaft,  and  learning  from  the  porter  that  he 
had  feen  the  prifoner  at  break  of  day  near  the  gate,  he 
had  the  alarm  founded  to  know  where  he  was;  but 
neither  he  nor  the  Albanian  were  to  be  found. 

The  good  Knight  was  very  angry,  and  ordered  one 
of  his  foldiers  named  Le  Bafco  to  get  to  horfe  inftantly 
with  nine  others  and  fpur  towards  Andrea ;  and  if  he 
found  the  prifoner  to  bring  him  dead  or  alive ;  and  if 
that  rafcally  Albanian  had  a  hand  in  it,  to  bring  him 
too,  for  he  would  hang  him  from  the  battlements  as  an 
example  to  all  who  were  difpofed  to  play  fuch  a  vil- 
lainous trick. 

Le  Bafco  tarried  not,  but  forthwith  mounted  and 
fpurred  towards  Andrea  without  looking  to  fee  who 
came  after  him,  though  he  was  well  followed;  and 
about  two  miles  on  he  came  up  with  Don  Alonzo,  who 
had  difmounted  and  was  adjufting  his  horfe's  girths 
which  had  broken.  The  Albanian  was  not  fuch  a  fool 
as  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  taken,  for  he  knew  that  his 
life  would  be  forfeit ;  but  Don  Alonzo,  unable  to  re- 
mount, was  fecured  and  carried  back  to  Monervyne. 
When  the  good  Knight  faw  him,  he  exclaimed,  <c  How! 
cc  fignor  Don  Alonzo,  you  pledged  me  your  faith  not  to 
"  leave  this  without  my  permiffion.  I  will  truft  you 
cc  no  longer ;  for  it  is  not  honourable  in  a  gentleman  to 
"  efcape  when  he  has  given  his  parole."  Don  Alonzo 
replied,  fc  It  was  by  no  means  my  intention  to  wrong 
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cc  you  :  you  put  my  ranfom  at  a  thoufand  crowns,  and 
<c  within  two  days  I  fhould  have  fent  them  to  you." 

The  good  Knight,  who  was  ftill  greatly  incenfed, 
did  not  take  his  excufes  in  payment ;  but  confined  him 
in  a  tower  for  fifteen  days,  though  without  putting  him 
in  irons,  or  any  further  ill  ufage  :  and  as  to  eating  and 
drinking  he  might  well  be  content  with  his  good  treat- 
ment. At  the  end  of  this  time  came  a  trumpet  with 
his  ranfom,  and  he  was  releafed.  He  took  leave  of 
the  good  Knight  and  all  the  company  courteoufly 
enough,  and  returned  to  Andrea ;  but,  before  his  de- 
parture, witnefled  how  the  good  Knight  gave  the  whole 
of  his  ranfom  money  amongft  his  foldiers,  without 
keeping  a  denier  for  himfelf. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

How  Don  Alonzo  complained  wrongfully  of  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received ;  and  how  the  good  Knight  fought 
and  conquered  him. 

|ON  ALONZO  was  warmly  received 
at  Andrea  by  his  companions,  who 
afked  him  of  the  good  Knight's  ha- 
bits of  life,  what  fort  of  perfon  he 
was,  and  how  he  had  been  treated  by 
him.  cc  I  promife  you,  my  lords,"  anfwered  he,  "  that 
<c  there  is  not  a  bolder  nor  more  active  man  in  the 
cc  world  than  the  lord  de  Bayard ;  for  if  he  is  not  en- 
cc  gaged  in  war,  he  is  inceflantly  exercifing  himfelf  with 
"  his  men  in  wreftling,  leaping,  thowing  the  bar,  and 
Cf  all  other  honourable  paftimes.  In  generofity  he  has 
"  not  his  equal ;  for  of  that  I  have  feen  many  inftances, 
"  and  particularly  that  when  he  received  the  thoufand 
"  ducats  for  my  ranfom,  he  parted  them  in  my  pre- 
cc  fence  amongft  his  foldiers  without  retaining  a  fingle 
ff  ducat.  But  as  for  his  treatment  of  me,  I  cannot 
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"  altogether  praife  it ;  for,  whether  it  were  by  his  or- 
cc  ders  I  know  not,  but  his  people  treated  me  more 
"  roughly  than  was  due  to  a  gentleman,  and  I  am  far 
"  from  fatisfied  with  it." 

Thefe  words  foon  reached  the  ears  of  the  good 
Knight,  and  furprized  him  greatly.  He  immediately 
aflembled  his  people,  and  after  telling  them  that  Don 
Alonzo  was  complaining  to  the  Spaniards  of  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received,  he  afked  them  whether  they  had 
feen  anything  of  which  he  was  unaware.  They  all 
afTured  him  that  had  he  been  the  greateft  prince  of 
Spain,  he  could  not  have  been  treated  better.  "  By 
<c  my  faith  then,"  faid  the  good  Knight,  cc  though  I 
Cf  am  fuffering  from  a  quartan  fever,  I  will  write  and 
"  tell  him,  that  if  he  fays  I  have  ill  treated  him,  I  will 
cc  prove  the  contrary  in  perfonal  combat  with  him,  on 
"  foot  or  on  horfeback,  as  he  pleafes." 

He  called  for  a  clerk,  and  dictated  a  letter  in  thefe 
terms.  cc  Signer  Alonzo,  I  hear  that  after  your  return 
"  from  being  my  prifoner,  you  have  fpread  complaints 
cc  amongft  your  people  that  I  did  not  treat  you  like 
cc  a  gentleman.  You  know  the  contrary.  But  fince, 
cc  if  it  were  true,  it  were  great  dimonour  to  me,  I 
"  have  written  you  this  letter,  by  which  I  pray  you 
cc  to  recall  your  words  in  prefence  of  thofe  who  have 
cc  heard  them ;  confeffing,  as  truth  is,  the  good  and 
cc  honourable  treatment  I  ihowed  you  :  and  fo  doing 
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c<  you  will  confult  your  own  honour,  and  redrefs  mine 
cc  which  you  have  unjuftly  afperfed.  But  if  you  refufe, 
"  I  am  determined  to  make  you  unfay  your  words  by 
c<  mortal  combat,  your  perfon  againft  mine,  whether 
Cf  on  foot  or  horfeback,  and  leaving  you  the  choice  of 
<f  weapons  ;  and  fo  adieu.  From  Monervyne,  this  tenth 
"  of  July." 

This  letter  was  fent  by  a  herald  of  the  noble  lord 
de  la  PalifTe,  called  La  Lune.  When  Don  Alonzo 
had  read  it  he  wrote  by  the  fame  herald,  without  con- 
fulting  any  one,  this  anfwer;  "  Lord  de  Bayard,  I 
"  would  have  you  know  that  I  never  unfay  what  I  have 
"  faid  ;  nor  are  you  the  man  to  compel  me.  Where- 
<c  fore  I  accept  the  combat  you  propofe  within  fifteen 
f c  days  from  this,  at  two  miles  from  the  town  of  An- 
"  drea  or  wherever  elfe  you  pleafe."  La  Lune  brought 
this  anfwer  to  the  good  Knight,  who  would  not  have 
taken  ten  thoufand  crowns  for  it,  ill  as  he  was. 

When  the  day  of  combat  arrived,  the  lord  de  la  Pa- 
life  with  two  hundred  men  at  arms  (for  this  had  been 
agreed  between  the  combatants),  brought  his  champion 
to  the  field  mounted  on  a  very  good  and  handfome 
charger.  Don  Alonzo  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  La 
Lune  went  to  haften  him.  Having  afcertained  that 
the  good  Knight  was  armed  for  fighting  on  horfeback, 
as  had  been  previoufly  fettled ;  "  H6w,"  faid  he,  "  it  is 
"  for  me  to  choofe  the  arms,  and  him  the  field.  Go 
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"  herald  and  tell  him  I  choofe  to  fight  on  foot."  This 
he  did  for  two  reafons ;  firft,  becaufe  there  was  not  a 
more  expert  man  in  the  world  on  horfeback  than  the 
good  Knight ;  and  fecondly,  that  being  enfeebled  by 
his  ficknefs,  Don  Alonzo  had  good  hope  to  conquer 
him  on  foot. 

When  the  herald  announced  thefe  news  to  the  good 
Knight,  he  remained  thoughtful  a  moment;  for  that 
very  day  he  had  experienced  an  attack  of  his  fever. 
Notwithftanding,  being  lion-hearted,  he  replied,  cc  La 
cc  Lune  my  friend,  go  and  haften  him,  and  tell  him  this 
"  mall  not  prevent  my  repairing  my  honour  by  God's 
cc  help  this  very  day.  And  if  the  combat  on  foot  does 
"  not  pleafe  him,  let  it  be  any  way  he  will." 

Meanwhile  he  chofe  his  ground,  which  was  marked 
out  by  large  ftones  placed  at  fmall  intervals,  and  took 
his  ftation  at  one  end  accompanied  by  many  good, 
brave  and  valiant  captains;  as  the  lords  de  la  Paliffe, 
d'Oroze,  d'Hymbercourt,  de  Fontrailles,  the  baron  de 
Beam  and  many  others,  who  all  prayed  our  Lord  that 
he  would  aid  their  champion. 

When  Don  Alonzo  found  there  was  no  remedy  but 
he  muft  fight,  he  came  to  the  field  very  well  accompa- 
nied by  the  marquis  of  Licita,  Don  Diego  de  Guynons, 
(lieutenant  of  the  great  captain  Gonzalvo),  Don  Pedro 
de  Haldes,  Don  Francifco  d'Altemeze  and  many  others. 
He  then  fent  the  weapons,  which  were  a  rapier  and 
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dagger,  to  the  good  Knight  that  he  might  take  his 
choice.  When  they  were  armed  in  gorget  and  fecrette,1 
the  good  Knight  was  placed  on  the  field  by  his  com- 
panion Bellabre  whom  he  took  for  his  fponfor,  the  lord 
de  la  PalifTe  keeping  the  ground  for  him.  Don  Alon- 
zo  entered  at  the  other  end  and  was  placed  by  his  fpon- 
for  Don  Diego  de  Guynons,  the  ground  being  kept  for 
him  by  Don  Francifco  d'Altemeze.  When  both  were 
placed,  the  good  Knight  knelt  and  made  his  orifon  to 
God,  and  then  lying  at  full  length  kifled  the  ground. 
On  rifing  he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  walked 
ftraight  towards  his  enemy  as  confidently  as  if  he  were 
going  to  dance  with  a  lady.  Nor  did  Don  Alonzo  be- 
tray any  figns  of  fear,  but  going  ftraight  towards  the 
good  Knight,  faid,  cc  Signor  de  Bayard,  what  is  your 
<c  quarrel  with  me?"  the  good  Knight  replied,  cc  I 
"  would  defend  my  honour."  And  without  more 
words  they  clofed,  and  dealt  each  other  a  furious  blow  ; 
and  the  rapier  of  the  good  Knight  wounded  Don  Alonzo 
flightly  in  the  face  and  drew  blood.  Never  were  feen 
two  more  doughty  champions ;  each  was  fure  of  foot 
and  eye,  and  would  not  ftrike  at  random.  The  good 
Knight  foon  perceived  the  trick  of  his  enemy,  who,  as 
foon  as  he  had  delivered  his  blow,  guarded  his  face  fo 
that  he  could  not  be  hurt.  So  when  Don  Alonzo 
raifed  his  arm  to  ftrike,  he  did  the  fame,  but  held  his 
rapier  fteadily  raifed  till  his  enemy's  blow  had  pafled, 
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and  then  taking  him  expofed,  launched  him  fuch  a 
tremendous  blow  on  the  throat  that,  defpite  his  good 
gorget,  the  rapier  entered  his  throat  four  good  finger- 
breadths,  and  was  fo  fixed  in  the  gorget  that  he  could 
not  pull  it  out.  Don  Alonzo  finding  himfelf  mortally 
wounded  threw  away  his  rapier  and  feized  the  good 
Knight  round  the  body,  who  grappled  with  him ;  and 
they  wreftled  till  both  fell  to  the  ground.  The  good 
Knight,  quick  and  wary,  feized  his  dagger,  and  thruft- 
ing  it  into  his  enemy's  noftrils  cried,  "  Yield  thee, 
c<  fignor  Alonzo,  or  thou  dieft."  But  he  was  already 
paft  anfwering.  His  {ponfor,  Don  Diego,  exclaimed, 
"  Signer  Bayard,  he  is  already  dead ;  you  have  con- 
"  quered."  And  fo  it  was,  for  he  ftirred  neither  hand 
nor  foot. 

The  good  Knight  was  much  troubled ;  for  he  would 
have  given  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  had  he  had 
them,  to  have  fpared  his  life.  But  in  gratitude  for 
the  favour  God  had  mown  him  he  knelt  down,  and 
humbly  returning  thanks,  kifled  the  earth  three  times. 
Afterwards,  dragging  his  enemy  out  of  the  field,  he 
faid  to  the  fponfor, cc  Don  Diego,  have  I  done  enough  ? " 
He  replied  fadly,  c(  Too  much,  fignor  Bayard,  for 
cc  the  honour  of  Spain."  cc  You  know,"  faid  the  good 
Knight,  C(  that  it  is  for  me  to  do  as  I  will  with  the 
cc  body.  I  reftore  it  to  you.  And  truly  I  would,  my 
cc  honour  fafe,  that  it  were  otherwife." 
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The  Spaniards  then  bore  off  their  champion's  body 
with  piteous  lamentations,  and  the  French  efcorted 
theirs  with  trumpets  and  clarions  to  the  garrifon, 
where  the  firft  thing  the  good  Knight  did  was  to  re- 
pair to  the  church  and  return  thanks  to  God.  They 
then  had  great  rejoicings  ;  and  he  was  accounted,  both 
by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
accomplifhed  knights  that  could  be  found. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Of  a  combat  of  thirteen  Spaniards  againft  thirteen 
French,  in  which  the  good  Knight  -performed  furpajf- 
ing  feats  of  arms ;  and  how  he  took  a  treafurer  and 
his  man,  who  were  carrying  fifteen  thoufand  ducats 
to  the  great  captain  Gonzalvo ;  and  what  he  did 
with  it. 

is  well  known,  that  of  all  nations 
the  Spaniards  are  the  moft  given  to 
boafting  and  having  the  word  ho- 
nour ever  in  their  mouths.  They 
were  much  vexed  at  the  defeat  of 
Don  Alonzo  de  Sotomajor,  and  fought  only  an  op- 
portunity of  avenging  his  death.  Shortly  after  that 
event  there  was  a  truce  of  two  months  between  them 
and  the  French,  during  which  they  often  met  one  ano- 
ther in  their  excursions  near  each  other's  garrifons,  and 
had  many  converfations  together.  One  day  a  band  of 
thirteen  Spanifh  gentlemen,  men-at-arms  and  all  well 
mounted,  were  riding  near  the  garrifon  of  the  good 
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Knight,  when  they  met  him  and  the  lord  d'Oroze 
who  had  come  to  vifit  him,  taking  the  air  fome  half 
league  from  the  place.  After  mutual  falutations  they 
entered  into  difcourfe  on  many  fubjecfts,  till  at  length 
a  bold  and  brave  Spaniard,  named  Diego  de  Bifaigne, 
who  had  been  of  Don  Alonzo's  troop,  and  who  had 
not  forgotten  his  death,  faid ;  cc  My  lords  of  France, 
cc  I  know  not  whether  you  are  as  weary  of  this  truce 
"  as  we  are,  though  we  have  as  yet  had  but  eight 
"  days  of  it.  But  if  whilft  it  lafts,  a  band  of  you  will 
£C  encounter  an  equal  number  of  us,  fay  ten  againft 
cc  ten,  twenty  againft  twenty,  or  lefs  or  more,  upon 
cc  the  quarrel  of  our  mafters,  I  will  undertake  to  find 
"  the  number  on  our  fide ;  and  thofe  who  are  con- 
"  quered  mall  remain  prifoners."  The  two  French 
gentlemen  exchanged  looks  ;  and  at  the  requeft  of  the 
lord  d'Oroze  the  good  Knight  returned  anfwer ; 
"  My  lord,  you  feem  to  be  very  defirous  of  an  en- 
"  counter  with  us  with  equal  numbers.  You  are  here 
"  thirteen  men-at-arms.  If  you  will  appear  two  miles 
"  hence,  mounted  and  armed,  on  the  eighth  day  from 
"  this,  we  will  bring  thirteen  to  meet  you ;  and  then 
"  let  him  that  has  courage,  ihow  it."  All  the  Spa- 
niards replied  in  their  language,  "  Agreed/' 

On  the  appointed  day  the  two  parties  met ;  and 
many  others  of  both  nations  came  to  witnefs  the  com- 
bat. They  marked  out  their  field  with  thefe  condi- 
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tions,  that  whoever  mould  pafs  out  of  it  or  be  dif- 
mounted  fhould  remain  prifoner  and  fight  no  more 
that  day  ;  and  in  cafe  before  nightfall  neither  party  had 
conquered  the  other,  although  but  one  remained  on 
horfeback,  the  affair  mould  be  at  an  end,  and  he  might 
carry  off  the  field  all  his  companions  free  and  quit, 
with  the  fame  honours  as  the  others. 

The  French  then  ranged  themfelves  on  one  fide  and 
the  Spaniards  on  the  other,  all  with  their  lances  in 
reft,  and  fet  {purs  to  their  horfes.  The  Spaniards 
however,  aiming  not  at  the  men  but  at  the  horfes,1 
fucceeded  in  killing  eleven  at  the  firft  onfet,  fo  that 
there  remained  on  horfeback  of  the  French  only  the 
lord  d'Oroze  and  the  good  Knight.  But  this  trick 
did  not  ferve  the  Spaniards,  for  their  horfes  would 
never  pafs  over  the  others  again  in  fpite  of  all  their 
fpurring.  The  lord  d'Oroze  and  the  good  Knight 
charged  them  frequently  and  fiercely  ;  and  when  the 
whole  body  would  make  a  charge  on  them,  retired  be- 
hind the  dead  horfes  of  their  companions  as  a  rampart. 
In  fhort  the  Spaniards  were  well  worried  ;  and  thoug 
they  were  thirteen  againft  two,  could  not  gain  the  fiel 
before  nightfall,  when  it  behoved  each  party  to  retire 
as  had  been  agreed ;  and  the  honour  of  the  combat  reft- 
ed  with  the  French,  for  it  was  well  fought  by  them 
two  againft  thirteen  for  four  hours  without  being  con- 
quered. 
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A  few  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  truce  the 

good  Knight  received  intelligence  from  his  fpies  that 

a  treafurer,  who  was  on  his  road  from  Naples  with  a 

quantity  of  gold  for  the  great  captain  Gonzalvo,  was  to 

pafs  next  morning  within  three  or  four  miles  of  Mon- 

ervyne  under  efcort  of  fome  lancers.2    He  rofe  two 

hours  before  daybreak,  and  placed  himfelf  in  ambufh 

between  two   little  hills  with  no  more  than  twenty 

horfe ;  and  fent  his  companion  Tardieu  with  five  and 

twenty  Albanians  another  way,  that  if  the  treafurer 

efcaped  one  party  he  might  fall  in  with  the  other. 

About  feven  in  the  morning  his  fcouts  came  to  tell 

him  they  heard  the  noife  of  horfes  approaching.      He 

was  fo  concealed  between  two  rocks  that  the  Spaniards 

patted  without  perceiving  him,  having  in  the  midft  of 

them  the  treafurer  and  his  man  with  their  cafh  boxes 

behind  them  on  their  horfes.      They  were  no  fooner 

pafTed  than  the  good  Knight  and  his  men  darned  into 

the  midft  of  them  crying,  France !   France  I   Death  I 

Death  I      When  the  Spaniards  faw  themfelves  thus 

attacked  at  difadvantage,  thinking  their  enemies  were 

more  numerous  than  they  really  were,  they  took  to 

flight  towards  Barleta.     They  were  not  purfued  far, 

for  the  poor  treafurer  was  the  object,  who  with  his  man 

was  taken  and  carried  to  Monervyne. 

When  they  had  arrived,  the  boxes  full  of  mining 
ducats  were  opened.     "  Spare  yourfelf  the  trouble  of 
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"  counting  them,  fignor,"  faid  the  treafurer,  "  there 
cc  are  fifteen  thoufand  ducats."  Meanwhile  Tardieu 
arrived,  and  when  he  faw  all  this  fine  quantity  of 
money  was  much  chagrined  at  not  having  been  at  the 
capture.  At  the  fame  time  he  faid  to  the  good  Knight, 
cc  Companion,  I  am  entitled  to  my  mare,  for  I  was  one 
"  in  the  undertaking."  cc  True,"  replied  the  good 
Knight  fmiling,  "  but  not  in  the  taking  ;"  And  to  vex 
him  ftill  more,  added,  Cf  even  had  you  been  there,  you 
ec  are  under  my  command,  and  I  mall  give  you  what 
"  I  pleafe."  Tardieu  was  furious,  and,  fwearing  he 
would  be  righted,  appealed  to  the  king  of  France's  lieu- 
tenant general ;  who,  having  heard  both  parties  and  con- 
fulted  all  the  captains,  decided  that  Tardieu  had  no  right 
to  any,  at  which  he  was  much  annoyed.  However,  be- 
ing a  joyous  merry  fellow,  he  exclaimed ;  fc  By  the 
<c  blood  of  Saint  George  I  am  moft  unlucky ;  but  no 
cc  matter,  Bayard,  it  is  all  one,  you  mall  keep  me  while 
"  we  remain  in  this  country."  The  other  laughed  and 
they  returned  together  to  Monervyne.  The  good 
Knight  had  the  ducats  brought  in  and  fpread  on  a  table 
before  Tardieu,  and  afked  him  if  he  did  not  think  it 
a  very  pretty  fugar  plum.  cc  Yes,  by  all  the  fiends," 
replied  he,  cc  but  I  have  no  part  in  it.  I  would  I 
cc  might  be  hanged,  if  the  half  of  that  would  not  make 
ec  a  man  of  me  for  life."  cc  How  !"  faid  the  good 
Knight,  cc  is  that  all  that  is  wanting  to  aflure  you  a 
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"  living  ?  What  you  could  not  get  from  me  by  force, 
cc  I  give  you  freely  with  all  my  heart ;  you  mall  have 
<f  the  full  half: "  and  he  immediately  had  them  count- 
ed out  and  given  to  him. 

When  Tardieu  faw  it  was  no  jeft,  he  thanked  him 
with  tears  in  his  eyes ;  and  by  means  of  this  money, 
on  his  return  to  France,  he  married  an  heirefs,  the 
daughter  of  the  lord  de  Saint  Martin,  who  had  an 
income  of  three  thoufand  livres.  But  we  muft  know 
what  became  of  the  other  feven  thoufand  five  hundred 
ducats.  The  good  Knight,  his  heart  pure  as  a  pearl, 
aflembled  the  garrifon,  and  divided  the  ducats  amongft 
them  according  to  their  rank,  not  referving  a  fingle 
denier.  He  then  difmirTed  the  treafurer  without  ran- 
fom  and  allowed  nothing  to  be  taken  from  his  perfon, 
though  he  had  about  him  in  rings  and  money  up- 
wards of  five  hundred  ducats  ;  and  fent  a  trumpet  for 
fafe  conduct  to  Barleta  with  him  and  his  man,  right 
glad,  confidering  their  misfortune,  to  have  fallen  into 
fuch  good  hands. 
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CHAPTER   XL 

How  the  good  Knight  kept  a  bridge  over  the  river  Ga- 
rillan  for  the  Jpace  of  half  an  hour,  fingle  handed 
againfl  two  hundred  Spaniards  ;—and  of  many  things 
which  happened  in  five  years  in  France ,  Italy  and 
Spain. 

HOWARDS  the  clofe  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  French  and  Spaniards  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  two 
parties  were  for  fome  time  encamped 
on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river 
Garillan.  You  muft  know  that  if  there  were  brave 
and  gallant  commanders  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  fo 
were  there  alfo  on  that  of  the  Spaniards,  and  amongft 
others  the  great  captain  Gonzalvo  Ferrande,  a  wife  and 
wary  man;  and  another  called  Pedro  de  Pas.  He 
was  but  two  cubits  in  height,  but  a  bolder  creature 
could  not  be  found ;  and  he  was  fo  hump  backed  and 
fo  fhort,  that  when  he  was  on  horfeback,  one  could 
only  fee  his  head  above  the  faddle. 
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One  day  this  Pedro  de  Pas  refolved  to  give  the 
French  an  alarm,  and  crofTed  the  river  at  a  ford  he 
was  acquainted  with,  with  about  a  hundred  and  twenty 
horfe,  having  placed  behind  each  horfeman  a  foot  fol- 
dier  armed  with  a  hacquebute.  His  object  was  to  draw 
the  French  upon  him,  and  induce  them  to  abandon 
the  bridge ;  while  the  Spaniards  mould  attack  it  in 
force  and  gain  it.  He  executed  his  enterprize  admi- 
rably, and  gave  the  French  fo  fharp  and  warm  an 
alarm  that  they  all  thronged  to  that  quarter,  thinking 
it  was  the  whole  effort  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  good  Knight,  who  always  defired  to  be  where 
blows  were  exchanged,  was  quartered  near  the  bridge 
with  a  brave  gentleman  called  the  fquire  Le  Bafco, 
fquire  of  the  (tables  to  the  King  of  France,  Louis  the 
Twelfth.  Thefe  loft  no  time,  when  they  heard  the 
noife,  in  arming  and  getting  to  horfe,  propofing  to  go 
to  the  quarter  where  the  affair  was  going  on.  But  the 
good  Knight  looking  over  the  river,  perceived  about 
two  hundred  Spanifh  horfe  making  ftraight  for  the 
bridge,  which  they  would  have  gained  with  little  refift- 
ance ;  and  that  would  have  been  the  total  deftruction 
of  the  French  army.  He  defired  his  companion  to  go 
and  collect  fome  men  as  quickly  as  poflible  to  defend 
the  bridge,  or  they  would  all  be  loft,  and  promifed  to  do 
his  beft  to  keep  them  in  play  till  his  return.  He  then 
went  lance  in  hand  to.  the  bridge,  on  the  other  fide  of 
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which  were  the  Spaniards  already  prepared  to  pafs ; 
but  like  a  furious  lion  he  put  his  lance  in  reft  and 
charged  the  troop  who  were  already  on  the  bridge,  fo 
that  three  or  four  of  them  we're  overthrown,  of  whom 
two  fell  into  the  water  and  never  rofe  again,  for  the 
river  was  wide  and  deep.  This  done,  they  cut  him 
out  plenty  of  work,  for  he  was  fo  fiercely  afTailed,  that 
but  for  his  excellent  chivalry,  he  could  not  have  kept 
them  at  bay ;  but  he  backed  his  horfe  againft  the  bar- 
rier of  the  bridge  that  they  might  not  get  in  his  rear, 
and  like  a  chafed  tiger  defended  himfelf  fo  well  with 
his  fword  that  the  Spaniards  knew  not  what  to  fay,  and 
thought  he  was  no  man,  but  a  fiend.  In  mort,  he 
maintained  his  poft  long  and  well  till  Le  Bafco  arrived 
with  about  a  hundred  men-at-arms,  who  made  the 
Spaniards  abandon  the  bridge,  and  were  purfuing  them 
a  good  mile  beyond,  when  they  perceived  a  large  body 
of  feven  or  eight  hundred  horfe  coming  to  the  enemy's 
fupport.  The  good  Knight  faid  to  his  companions^ 
cf  Gentlemen,  we  have  done  enough  to-day  in  having 
cc  faved  the  bridge,  let  us  retreat  in  as  compact  a  bod] 
"  as  poflible."  This  they  did  at  a  good  rapid  pace, 
the  good  Knight  bringing  up  their  rear  and  receiving 
every  charge  of  the  enemy. 

At  length  he  began  to  be  fore  prefTed  from  his  poor 
horfe  failing  him  through  wearinefs,  for  he  had  fought 
on  him  the  whole  day.  At  this  juncture  a  large  body 
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of  the  enemy  made  a  frem  charge  on  the  French,  fome 
of  whom  were  borne  to  the  ground.  The  good  Knight's 
horfe  was  driven  backward  againft  a  ditch,  where  he 
was  furrounded  by  twenty  or  thirty,  who  cried, 
"  Yield,  fignor,  yield."  He  was  ftill  fighting  and 
could  only  fay,  cc  Gentlemen,  I  muft  needs  yield,  for 
"  alone  I  cannot  refift  your  numbers." 

His  comrades  were  already  at  fome  diftance  retiring 
ftraight  for  their  bridge,  when  one  of  them  named 
Guy  fray,  a  gentleman  of  Dauphiny,  exclaimed,  cc  Oh  ! 
"  gentlemen,  we  have  loft  all !  The  good  captain 
<c  Bayard  is  dead  or  prifoner,  for  he  is  not  with  us. 
"  And  to-day  he  has  led  us  fo  well  and  gotten  us  fo 
<c  much  honour !  I  vow  to  God,  that  if  I  muft  go 
<c  alone,  I  will  return  and  be  flam  or  taken  but  I  will 
"  have  fome  news  of  him."  I  know  not  which  of  the 
troop  was  moft  grieved  when  they  found  that  Guy- 
fray  fpoke  the  truth.  They  all  difmounted,  looked  to 
their  girths,  and  remounting  galloped  with  invincible 
courage  after  the  Spaniards,  who  were  leading  away 
the  flower  and  jewel  of  all  knighthood,  folely  by  the 
failure  of  his  horfe. 

You  muft  know  that  the  Spaniards,  confident  in 
their  numbers,  did  not  condefcend  to  difarm  the  good 
Knight  whom  they  were  carrying  off,  nor  to  take  from 
him  his  fword,  though  they  deprived  him  of  a  battle 
axe  he  carried  in  his  hand;  and  as  they  marched, 
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kept  afking  him  who  he  was  ?  He  who  knew  well 
that  if  he  told  them  his  name  he  would  never  efcape 
alive  (for  the  Spaniards  feared  him  more  than  any 
Frenchman),  replied  merely  that  he  was  a  gentleman. 
Meanwhile  his  comrades  came  up  crying  "France! 
cc  France !  turn  Spaniards,  turn ;  you  bear  not  off 
cc  thus  the  flower  of  chivalry."  The  Spaniards,  in 
fpite  of  their  numbers,  were  aftounded  at  this  cry; 
neverthelefs  they  received  without  flinching  this  heavy 
charge  of  the  French,  though  fome  of  the  beft  mounted 
of  them  were  borne  to  the  ground.  Seeing  this,  the 
good  Knight,  who  needed  but  a  horfe,  leaped  from 
his  own,  and  without  putting  foot  in  ftirrup  bounded 
on  a  noble  fteed  whofe  rider  Salvator  de  Borgia,  a 
gallant  gentleman,  had  been  borne  to  the  earth  by  th 
fquire  Le  Bafco.  When  he  found  himfelf  mounted 
he  commenced  wondrous  feats  of  arms,  crying', 
<c  France !  France !  'Tis  Bayard !  Bayard  !  you  have 
"  let  efcape."  When  the  Spaniards  heard  the  name, 
and  perceived  their  error  in  having  left  him  his  arms 
without  requiring  him  to  yield,  refcue  or  no  refcue, 
(for  had  he  once  given  his  word  he  would  never  have 
broken  it),  their  hearts  failed  them,  and  wheeling  about, 
they  retreated  at  a  gallop  to  their  camp ;  and  the 
French,  overjoyed  to  have  recovered  their  true  guidon1 
of  honour,  returned  merrily  to  their  quarters,  where 
they  talked  of  nothing  for  a  week  but  their  brilliant 
adventure  and  the  feats  of  the  good  Knight. 
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About  a  twelvemonth  after  thefe  events,  in  the  year 
1504,  the  French  troops  were  recalled  from  Italy  by 
Louis  the  Twelfth,  and  there  was  a  ceflation  of  hof- 
tilities  between  France  and  Spain ;  which  was  not  very 
opportune,  for  the  one  had  what  they  demanded,  and 
the  others  not.  In  the  year  1505  died  Joan  of  France, 
Duchefs  de  Berry,  who  had  married  King  Louis  the 
Twelfth ;  and  he  in  the  fame  year  was  fo  ill  at  his  town 
of  Blois,  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of  and  he  was 
given  over  by  his  phyficians,  all  human  remedy  feem- 
ing  vain.  But  I  believe  that  at  the  prayers  of  his 
people,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved  from  having 
never  opprefTed  or  ground  them  with  taxes,  our  Lord 
prolonged  his  days. 

In  the  fame  year  died  at  Pleffis  les  Tours  Don 
Frederic  of  Arragon  formerly  King  of  Naples,  the 
laft  lineal  defcendant  of  Peter  of  Arragon,  who  with- 
out caufe  or  reafon  ufurped  the  faid  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples ;  nor  have  thofe  who  have  fince  held  it,  and  hold 
it  ftill,  any  better  title. 

In  the  year  1 506,  one  of  the  moft  triumphant  and 
glorious  ladies  that  the  world  has  known  thefe  thoufand 
years,  departed  this  life.  This  was  the  queen  Ifabel 
of  Caftille,  who  aflifted  in  perfon  with  armed  hand 
in  reconquering  the  kingdom  of  Grenada  from  the 
Moors,  and  took  prifoners  the  children  of  King  Chico 
who  pofTefled  that  kingdom,  whom  me  caufed  to  be 
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baptized.  I  can  afTure  the  readers  of  this  hiftory  that 
her  life  was  fuch  that  fhe  has  well  deferred  a  crown 
of  laurel  after  her  death. 

There  died  the  fame  year  her  fon-in-law,  who  by 
her  deceafe  became  her  heir,  Philip  Archduke  of 
Auftria  and  Count  of  Flanders,  and  in  right  of  his 
wife  King  of  Spain.  France  loft  nothing  by  his  death 
for  he  had  fown  a  feed  there  which  would  have  pro- 
duced but  little  good. 

The  Pope  Julius,2  by  the  afliftance  of  the  King  of 
France  and  his  lieutenant  general  in  the  duchy  of 
Milan,  mafter  Charles  d'  Amboife,  lord  de  Chaumont, 
conquered  Bologna  in  this  fame  year  from  mafter 
John  di  Bentivoglio,  and  in  recompenfe  and  payment 
granted  in  France  plenty  of  indulgences  and  pardons. 
I  know  not  whofe  counfel  it  was,  but  the  French  never 
after  had  a  fure  footing  in  Italy  ;  for  the  Pope  being  no 
good  Frenchman,  fortified  himfelf  on  this  fide  the 
Appennines  on  the  frontiers  of  the  French  King's  terri- 
tories in  Lombardy  ;  I  refer  to  what  happened  in  the 
fequel.  However  many  for  the  time  made  great 
gains ;  for  fome  captains  under  the  command  of  the 
lord  de  Chaumont  received  prefents  of  money ;  and 
fome  gentlemen  of  the  pen,  benefices.  In  footh  it  is  a 
devilry  when  avarice  takes  preceHence  of  honour,  and 
that  has  always  been  the  cafe  in  France  more  than 
in  any  other  place.  It  is  indeed  the  moft  excellent 
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country  of  Europe  ;  but  all  good  foils  do  not  produce 
good  fruit.  I  hold  with  him  who  wrote  the  romance  of 
the  rofe,  matter  John  de  Meung,  who  fays  that  rich 
gifts  bring  honour  to  the  givers,  but  debafe  the  re- 
ceivers. 

The  King  of  Arragon,  widower  by  the  death  of  his 
wife  Ifabel,  married  that  fame  year  Germaine  de  Foix 
niece  of  the  King  of  France,  who  was  conducted  in 
great  ftate  into  Spain.  From  the  time  of  her  arrival 
there  fhe  made  a  pretty  return  to  the  French  for  the 
honours  me  had  received  from  their  country ;  for 
never  was  there  known  a  worfe  friend  to  Frenchmen. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

How  the  Genoefe  revolted  and  were  brought  to  reajon  ; 
And  how  the  Venetians  were  defeated  by  the  King  of 
France's  army,  and  how  they  afterwards  recaptured 
the  town  of  Padua  from  the  Emperor. 

WILL  not  deny  that  all  true  chrif- 
tians  are  fubjedts  of  the  Church  and 
ought  to  obey  her ;  but  neither  do 
I  aflert  that  all  her  minifters  are  men 
of  worth.  And  of  this  I  can  give  a 
fufficient  example  in  Pope  Julius,  who,  in  recompenfe 
of  all  the  good  turns  which  King  Louis  had  done  him 
in  eftabliming  him,  I  know  not  by  what  title,  in  Bo- 
logna, with  the  view  of  gradually  driving  the  French 
from  Italy,  by  fubtle  and  finifter  means  ftirred  up  the 
Genoefe  to  revolt,  and  excited  the  populace  to  mutiny 
againft  the  nobles,  whom  they  expelled  from  the  town, 
and  elected  from  among  themfelves  one  mailer  Paul  de 
Nouy,  by  trade  a  dyer,  to  be  duke. 

The  good  Knight  was  at  that  time  at  Lyons  ill  of 
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his  fever,  which  had  haraffed  him  continually  for  up- 
wards of  feven  years.  He  was  moreover  fuffering 
from  an  old  pike  wound  in  the  arm,  which  had  been 
fo  ill  treated  that  an  ulcer  formed  and  had  not  yet 
healed.  He  had  been  appointed  by  the  King  his 
matter  one  of  the  fquires  of  his  ftable  until  the  com- 
mand of  fome  company  of  men-at-arms  mould  be 
vacant  for  him.  He  was  not  deterred  by  his  ficknefs 
from  following  his  prince  who  had  crofled  the  moun- 
tains with  an  army  to  quell  the  revolt  of  the  Genoefe ; 
which  was  foon  effected,  mainly  owing  to  the  {kill  and 
valour  of  the  good  Knight  and  his  companions  in  arms. 
After  the  chaftifement  of  the  Genoefe  there  was  an 
interview  at  Savona  between  the  Kings  of  France  and 
Arragon,  the  latter  of  whom  was  returning  into  Spain. 
The  King  of  France  feted  the  great  captain  Gonzalvo, 
and  the  King  of  Arragon  complimented  highly  the 
captain  Louis  d'Ars  and  the  good  Knight,  and  faid  to 
the  King  of  France,  cc  Happy  is  the  prince  who 
cc  boafts  of  two  fuch  knights."  The  two  Kings  then 
parted,  the  one  for  Spain  and  the  other  for  France  by 
way  of  Milan,  where  he  was  entertained  at  a  moil 
magnificent  banquet  by  the  lord  Jean  Jacques  Tri- 
vulce.1  There  were  covers  for  five  hundred  gentle- 
men and  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  ladies ;  and  they 
were  ferved  with  the  beft  of  difhes,  pageants,  plays  and 
all  other  paftimes. 
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A  year  or  two  afterwards  a  treaty  of  alliance  offen- 
five  and  defenfive  was  formed  between  the  Pope,  the 
Emperor,  and  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  having 
for  its  object  the  deftruction  of  the  ftate  of  Venice, 
with  whom  it  feemed  that  the  Lord  was  wroth  for 
their  great  pomp  and  little  acknowledgment  of  God, 
their  luxurious  living,  and  haughty  contempt  for  all 
the  other  princes  of  Chriftendom. 

In  compliance  with  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  about 
the  month  of  March  1 509,  the  King  of  France  put 
his  troops  in  motion  in  the  duchy  of  Milan,  about 
fifteen  thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  good 
and  able  commanders,  as  the  lords  de  Molart,  de 
Richemont,  La  Crete,  the  count  de  Rouflillon,  the 
lord  de  VendenefTe,  the  captain  Odet,  the  younger  de 
Duras,  and  many  others  who  each  took  pains  to  have 
picked  men  under  their  command.  The  King  fent  for 
the  good  Knight  and  offered  him  a  command  of  a  thou- 
fand men ;  but  he  requested  to  have  but  five  hundred, 
and  promifed  they  mould  be  fuch  as  would  do  good 
fervice.  And  about  the  beginning  of  April  all  the 
troops  were  in  their  quarters  in  the  duchy  of  Milan. 

The  Venetians,  already  defied  by  the  herald  Mount- 
joy,  determined  to  defend  themfelves,  and  knowing 
the  force  of  the  King  of  France,  which  amounted  to 
no  more  than  thirty  thoufand  men,  of  whom  about 
twenty  thoufand  were  foot  (including  fix  thoufand 
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Swifs),  and  two  thoufand  were  men-at-arms  ;  they  af- 
fembled  a  gallant  army  of  two  thoufand  men-at-arms 
and  thirty  thoufand  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
the  count  Petilana ;  the  captain  general  of  their  infan- 
try being  the  lord  Bartholomew  d'Alvyano.  Although 
thefe  commanders  were  exprefsly  inftructed  by  their 
government  not  to  rilk  a  battle,  but  to  weary  out  the 
enemy,  yet  the  lord  d'Alvyano,  more  bold  than  wife, 
ramly  engaged  the  French,  and  after  a  fierce  and  dead- 
ly combat  was  defeated  and  made  prifoner  with  the  lofs 
of  about  fifteen  thoufand  men.  This  victory  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  ftorming  of  the  caftle  of  Cazavas,  which 
was  carried  in  two  hours,  and  fome  ruftics  found  in  it, 
who  were  made  to  try  whether  their  necks  were  ftrong 
enough  to  carry  away  a  battlement.2  This  terrified 
thofe  who  were  in  other  places,  fo  that  there  was  not 
found  afterwards  town  or  fortrefs  which  offered  refift- 
ance  except  the  caftle  of  Pefchiera,  which  brought  evil 
to  thofe  within  it,  for  they  all  met  their  death ;  or  but 
few  efcaped  and  were  made  prifoners  ;  amongft  whom 
were  a  providador  of  the  State  and  his  fon,  who  were 
willing  to  pay  good  and  heavy  ranfom  ;  but  this  ferved 
them  nothing,  for  they  were  each  hanged  to  a  tree, 
which  feemed  to  me  great  cruelty.  They  had  furren- 
dered  to  a  very  gallant  gentleman  called  de  Lorrain, 
who  had  high  words  about  it  with  the  grand  mafter, 
the  King's  lieutenant  general,  but  he  got  no  amends. 
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All  the  towns  and  places  which  the  King  of  France 
claimed  were  yielded  to  him  ;  fome  of  which  were  re- 
ftored  to  the  Pope,  fome  to  the  King  of  Spain ;  and 
the  keys  of  Verona,  Vicenza,  and  Padua  were  deliver- 
ed to  the  French  King,  who  placed  them  in  the  hands 
of  the  Emperor. 

Meanwhile  the  remains  of  the  Venetian  army  re- 
tired to  Trevifa  and  Fryol  expecting  to  be  purfued; 
but  the  King  of  France,  being  difappointed  of  an  inter- 
view the  Emperor  had  promifed  him  at  Pefchiera,  re- 
turned to  Milan  ;  and  upon  this  the  town  of  Padua,  in 
which  the  Emperor  had  placed  a  garrifon  of  only  eight 
hundred  lanfquenets,  was  retaken  by  the  Venetian  cap- 
tains Andrea  Gritti  and  Luke  Malleveche  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

The  Venetians  always  carried  on  a  fecret  correrpon- 
dence  with  the  citizens ;  and  we  muft  mark  one  thing ; 
that  never  were  matters  more  beloved  by  their  fubjects 
than  they  have  always  been,  and  folely  from  the  ftricT: 
juftice  they  adminiftered. 

One  morning  early  in  July,  being  the  feafon  of  the 
fecond  hay  harveft  in  Italy,  the  above  mentioned  Ve- 
netian captains  placed  themfelves  in  ambum  with  four 
hundred  men-at-arms  and  two  thoufand  foot  in  the 
woods  which  furrounded  the  town.  At  dawn  of  day 
the  large  hay-carts  began  to  enter  the  town  ;  and  con- 
cealed behind  the  fifth  came  fix  Venetian  men-at-arms, 
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each  having  behind  him  on  horfeback  a  foot  foldier 
armed  with  a  loaded  hacquebute,  and  amongft  them  was 
a  trumpeter  who  was  defired  to  found  as  foon  as  they 
had  gained  the  gate.  The  few  lanfquenets  who  were 
in  the  town  kept  ftrict  guard,  and  opened  but  two 
gates,  at  each  of  which  were  at  leaft  thirty  men  on 
guard. 

As  foon  as  the  fifth  cart  had  paffed,  the  fix  men-at- 
arms  who  followed  it  fhouted  Saint  Mark!  Saint  Mark! 
and  their  foot  foldiers,  jumping  down,  difcharged  their 
hacquebutes  with  fuch  effect  that  each  killed  his  man, 
for  they  were  at  the  very  muzzles.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  trumpet  founded,  and  the  main  body  of  the  am- 
bufcade  rumed  to  their  fupport  with  loud  cries  of 
Saint  Mark !  Saint  Mark  !  Italy  !  Italy  !  and  from 
the  houfes  there  iffued  more  than  two  thoufand  men 
armed  with  roncies3  and  javelins,  headed  by  mafter 
Giraldo  Magurino,  who  was  in  the  Venetian  intereft. 
The  poor  lanfquenets  had  no  other  chance  than  to 
form  themfelves  in  clofe  order  of  battle  in  the  market 
place,  where  they  were  quickly  aflailed  on  two  or  three 
fides ;  but  never  men  defended  themfelves  better  ;  for 
it  was  two  hours  before  they  could  break  them.  At 
laft  fuch  numbers  came  againft  them  that  they  could 
no  longer  hold  out.  They  were  broken  and  cut  to 
pieces  without  even  one  being  received  to  quarter, 
which  was  great  pity ;  but  they  fold  their  lives  dearly. 
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For  of  them  no  more  could  die  than  were  there ;  but 
they  flew  of  the  townfpeople  and  foldiers  fifteen  hun- 
dred men. 

Upon  the  taking  of  Padua,  the  count  Petilana  haf- 
tened  thither,  and  commenced  diligently  repairing  and 
ftrengthening  the  fortifications,  knowing  its  value  to 
the  ftate  of  Venice.  When  the  news  came  to  the  ears 
of  the  Emperor,  he  was  in  defpair,  and  vowed  to  take 
vengeance  in  perfon,  and  wrote  to  the  King  of  France 
who  was  ftill  at  Milan  to  pray  the  aid  of  five  hundred 
men-at-arms  for  three  months;  which  was  granted 
him  ;  and  what  enfued  you  mall  hear. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

How  the  King  of  France  Jent  aflifiance  to  the  Emperor 
Maximilian;  and  how  the  emperor  laid  fiege  to 
Padua  ;  and  of  the  gallant  approaches  made  by  the 
good  Knight  and  the  French  gentlemen. 

HEN  the  King  of  France  heard  of 
the  revolt  of  Padua,  he  was  much 
vexed,  and  the  more  fo  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  emperor's  fault  in  fend- 
ing only  eight  hundred  lanfquenets 
to  garrifon  a  town  of  fuch  extent.  However,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  emperor's  requeft,  he  fent  the  lord  de 
La  Palifle  with  five  hundred  choice  men-at-arms  to  his 
afliftance.  They  were  accompanied  by  more  than  two 
hundred  gentlemen,  amongft  whom  were  the  Baron 
de  Beam,  who  commanded  a  part  of  the  contingent  of 
the  Duke  de  Nemours;  the  Baron  de  Conty,  the 
lord  Theodore  de  Trivulce,  the  lord  Julius  de  Saint 
Severin,  the  lord  d'Hymbercourt,  the  lord  de  La  Crote, 
lieutenant  of  the  Marquis  of  Montferrat,  and  the 
good  Knight. 
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Immediately  after  the  taking  of  Padua,  the  Vene- 
tians advanced  to  Vicenza,  which  foon  capitulated ; 
and  they  then  threatened  the  ftrong  city  of  Verona  ; 
but  the  lord  de  La  Palifle  haftened  to  mew  himfelf 
before  the  town,  upon  which  the  Venetians  retired  to 
Vicenza,  and  thence  to  Padua  and  Trevifa.  *  The 
French  remained  at  Vicenza  and  Caftel  Franco  nearly 
three  weeks,  waiting  with  much  impatience  for  the 
emperor  ;  and  meanwhile  were  joined  by  fix  thoufand 
lanfquenets  under  the  command  of  a  bold  and  enter- 
prifing  German  lord,  the  Prince  of  Anhalt.1 

The  emperor  at  laft  crofTed  the  mountains  and  made 
his  appearance  in  the  plain  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
with  a  truly  imperial  army ;  and  had  their  courage 
been  as  great  as  their  numbers,  they  might  have  con- 
quered the  world.  His  force  is  worthy  of  being  de- 
tailed. He  had  one  hundred  and  fix  pieces  of  artillery 
on  wheels,  of  which  the  leaft  was  a  falcon,  and  fix 
great  mortars  of  caft  metal,  which  could  not  be  drawn 
on  gun  carriages  but  were  conveyed  each  on  a  ftrong 
waggon  furnifhed  with  engines,  and  when  they  wanted 
to  form  a  battery  they  difmounted  them  and,  raifing 
the  muzzles  with  their  engines,  fupported  them  with 
large  blocks  of  wood,  and  conftructed  a  marvellous 
mafs  of  rubbifh  behind  them  to  prevent  their  recoil. 
Thefe  pieces  carried  ftone  bullets,  for  they  could  not 
have  lifted  metal  mot  of  the  fize,  and  they  could  only 
be  fired  four  times  in  the  day  at  moft. 
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There  were  with  the  emperor  full  one  hundred  and 
twenty  dukes,  counts,  marquifles,  and  other  princes  and 
lords  of  Germany ;  about  twelve  thoufand  horfe,  and  five 
or  fix  hundred  Burgundian  and  Hainault  men-at-arms. 
Of  infantry  there  were  lanfquenets  innumerable,  efti- 
mated  at  fifty  thoufand.  The  Cardinal  of  Ferrara 
came  on  behalf  of  his  brother  the  Duke  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  emperor,  and  brought  twelve  pieces  of 
artillery,  five  hundred  horfe,  and  three  thoufand  foot ; 
and  the  Cardinal  of  Mantua  nearly  as  many.  In  mort, 
with  the  French  men-at-arms,  it  was  confidered  there 
were  altogether  one  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men. 
One  great  deficiency  was  that  they  had  only  carriages 
for  half  the  artillery ;  fo  that  when  they  marched,  part 
of  the  army  remained  to  guard  one  portion,  whilft  the 
other  was  depofited  wherever  they  formed  their  camp ; 
and  then  the  waggons  returned  for  the  remainder ; 
which  was  very  vexatious. 

The  firft  camp  that  was  formed  was  near  the  palace 
of  the  Queen  of  Cyprus,2  about  eight  miles  from 
Padua,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  lord  de  Meil- 
laut  a  young  French  gentleman,  a  bold  and  enterprif- 
ing  leader,  with  fome  twelve  hundred  adventurers,3  all 
light  armed  fkirmifhers. 

Here  it  was  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  Padua,  for 
which  place  they  marched,  after  firft  reducing  the  caftle 
of  Montfelles,  which  was  capable  of  long  holding  out  if 
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the  rafcals  who  were  in  it  had  been  of  any  worth  ;  but 
their  heart  failed  them.  When  the  breach,  which  was 
difficult  enough,  was  made,  the  alarm  was  founded  for 
the  aflault,  and  though  they  had  a  bow-fhot  to  tra- 
verfe,  the  French  adventurers  of  Captain  Meillaut 
were  there  in  a  twinkling,  and  they  feemed  not  to  have 
eaten  for  a  week,  fo  light  were  they.  Thofe  within 
made  but  a  feeble  refiftance,  for  in  lefs  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  they  were  all  cut  to  pieces.  The  adven- 
turers got  a  pretty  good  booty,  and  amongft  other 
things  there  were  fome  feven  or  eight  fcore  very 
handfome  horfes. 

Two  days  after  this,  the  army  broke  up  their  camp 
and  marched  ftraight  for  Padua.  On  their  arrival  they 
formed  three  camps ;  the  largeft  before  the  Vicenza 
gate,  where  the  grand  attack  was  to  be  made;  and 
here  were  the  head-quarters  of  the  emperor,  who  had 
the  French  with  him.  The  fecond  camp  was  before 
another  gate  a  little  higher  up,  where  was  the  Cardinal 
of  Ferrara  with  the  Burgundians  and  Hainaulters  and 
ten  thoufand  lanfquenets ;  and  the  third  at  another  gate 
was  that  of  the  Cardinal  of  Mantua,  who  had  with 
him  the  lord  John  his  brother  and  the  lanfquenets  of 
the  Prince  of  Anhalt.  Thefe  camps  were  fo  difpofed 
that  each  of  the  two  laft  might  be  fupported  from  the 
main  camp  if  need  were. 

The  good  Knight  was  ordered  to  make  the  ap- 
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preaches,  having  in  his  company  the  young  lord  de 
Bucy  and  the  captains  La  Clayete  and  La  Crote. 

To  reach  the  Vicenza  gate,  it  was  neceflary  to  pafs 
along  a  high  road  as  ftraight  as  a  line,  protected  by  a 
moat  on  each  fide,  and  upon  which  were  four  large 
barriers  at  two  hundred  paces  from  each  other,  each 
defended  by  troops.  On  the  walls  were  numerous 
guns  which,  on  the  approach  of  the  French,  {wept  the 
high  road  with  a  perfect  hail-ftorm  of  balls  over  the 
heads  of  their  own  men.  In  defpite  of  this,  the  good 
Knight  and  his  comrades  commenced  the  attack  with 
a  brifk  aflault  upon  the  firft  barrier,  which  was  at 
length  gained  amidft  a  mower  of  bullets,  and  the  enemy 
repulfed  to  the  fecond.  Here  the  fighting  was  ftill 
more  fevere^  and  the  young  lord  de  Bucy  was  wounded 
in  the  arm  by  a  hacquebute-fhot,  and  his  horfe  killed 
under  him ;  but  he  would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  retire, 
and  no  man  furpafTed  him  that  day.  The  aflault  of 
the  fecond  barrier  lafted  a  good  half-hour,  but  it  was 
at  length  gained  by  the  afliftance  of  the  lord  de  Meil- 
laut  and  his  retainers,  who  fought  furioufly ;  and  fb 
brifkly  were  the  enemy  purfued,  that  they  had  not 
time  to  form  at  the  third  barrier,  but  retreated  to  the 
fourth.  This  was  defended  by  about  twelve  hundred 
men  and  four  falconets,  which  began  to  fire  along  the 
high  way  ;  but  they  did  little  mifchief  beyond  killing 
a  couple  of  horfes.  This  barrier  was  but  a  ftone's- 


96  'The  GOOD  KNIGHT 

throw  from  the  boulevard  of  the  town,  which  encou- 
raged greatly  the  Venetians  to  fight. 

The  aflault  had  lafted  an  hour  with  pike  and  harque- 
bufe,  when  the  good  Knight  faid  to  his  companions : 
cc  Gentlemen,  thefe  people  keep  us  in  play  too  long ; 
cc  let  us  difmount  and  force  this  barrier."  They  in- 
ftantly  difmounted,  to  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty 
men-at-arms,  and  charged  ftraight  at  the  barrier  with 
their  lances.  The  gentle  Prince  of  Anhalt  was  always 
by  the  fide  of  the  good  Knight,  with  the  lord  de 
Meillaut  and  two  others;  one  called  great  John  of 
Picardy,  the  other  the  captain  Maulevrier,  who  fought 
fiercely ;  but  the  Venetians  were  continually  receiving 
frefh  reinforcements.  Seeing  this,  the  good  Knight 
exclaimed  aloud :  "  Gentlemen,  they  will  k,eep  us  here 
"  thefe  fix  years  in  this  fafhion.  Let  us  charge  them 
<c  fharply,  and  then  every  one  follow  my  example." 
cc  Sound,  trumpet,"  he  added,  and  like  a  lionefs  robbed 
of  her  whelps,  he  made,  with  his  comrades,  fuch  a  fu- 
rious rum  that  he  drove  the  enemy  a  pike's  length 
from  the  barrier.  Then  mouting,  "Forward,  com- 
"  rades,  we  have  them  ! "  he  vaulted  over  the  barrier, 
and  thirty  or  forty  after  him,  and  were  well  received 
by  the  enemy.  However,  when  the  French  faw  the 
danger  of  their  comrades,  each  ftruggled  to  pafs  the 
barrier,  and  crying  France  !  France  !  'The  Empire  I 
The  Empire  !  they  made  fuch  a  charge  that  the  enemy 
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abandoned  the  place,  and  retreated  in  confufion  into 
the  town. 

Thus  were  ftormed  the  barriers  before  Padua  in 
open  day,  by  which  the  French,  both  horfe  and  foot, 
acquired  great  honor,  particularly  the  good  Knight,  to 
whom  all  accorded  the  merit.  The  approaches  were 
made  and  the  artillery  brought  to  the  edge  of  the 
ditch,  where  it  remained  for  fix  weeks  till  the  railing 
of  the  fiege,  which  took  place  as  you  mall  hear. 

When  the  approaches  had  been  made  and  the  artillery 
planted,  all  repaired  to  their  three  camps,  which  from 
the  great  numbers,  extended  over  four  miles  of  country. 
And  it  was  a  marvellous  thing,  that  during  the  iiege, 
which  lafted  nearly  two  months,  the  foragers  never 
had  to  go  above  fix  miles  from  camp  for  hay,  ftraw, 
corn,  meat,  poultry,  wines  and  all  things  requifite  for 
both  men  and  horfes ;  and  fuch  was  the  abundance 
that,  when  the  fiege  was  raifed,  they  burnt  a  hundred 
thoufand  ducats'  worth  of  provifions  which  had  been 
collected  in  expectation  that  it  would  have  been  much 
longer  protracted. 

The  battering  cannon  now  began  to  play,  and  con- 
tinued without  ceafing  for  eight  days.  There  had  never 
been  feen  fuch  a  terrible  bombardment,  for  the  three 
camps  fired  more  than  twenty  thoufand  rounds.  And 
if  the  emperor's  artillery  was  well  ferved,  that  of  the 
town  was  no  lefs  fo ;  inafmuch  as  for  every  mot  fired 
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againft  them,  they  returned  two.  One  of  the  empe- 
ror's gunners  who  had  deferted  was  taken  prifoner,  and 
blown  from  a  mortar  into  the  town. 

At  length  the  three  breaches  were  battered  into  one 
of  about  four  or  five  hundred  paces,  a  fufficiently  good 
opening  for  the  aflault.  But  the  count  Petilana  had 
fo  well  arranged  the  defences  of  the  town,  that  had 
there  been  five  hundred  thoufand  men  before  it,  they 
could  not  have  forced  an  entrance.  Behind  the  breach 
he  had  dug  a  mine  twenty  feet  deep  and  as  many 
wide,  which  he  filled  with  fagots  and  old  wood  well 
befmeared  with  gunpowder;  and  at  every  hundred 
paces  was  a  mound  of  earth  crowned  with  artillery 
which  fired  acrofs  this  mine.  When  this  mould  be 
pafTed,  (which  it  could  not  but  by  the  favour  of  God) 
the  whole  Venetian  army  was  to  be  encountered,  drawn 
up  in  battle  array ;  for  there  was  a  fine  efplanade  where 
twenty  thoufand  cavalry  and  infantry  might  form ; 
and  behind  them  were  platforms  where  the  count  had 
mounted  twenty  or  thirty  guns,  which  would  have  fired 
over  the  heads  of  his  men,  ftraight  upon  the  breach. 

The  French  were  warned  of  this  terrible  danger  by 
fome  ranfomed  prifoners,  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the 
count  Petilana  who  wifhed  to  detach  them  from  the 
emperor's  party ;  but,  neverthelefs,  it  was  refolved  to 
make  the  aflault.  I  muft  firft,  however,  tell  you  of  a 
courfe  which  the  good  Knight  rode  with  his  com- 
rades. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

How  the  good  Knight  during  thefiege  of  Padua  rode  two 
courjes  with  his  companions,  in  which  he  acquired 
great  honour. 


the  fiege  of  Padua  the  Em- 
peror's camp  experienced  many 
alarms,  as  well  from  failles  from  the 
place,  as  from  the  garrifon  of  Tre- 
vifa,  a  ftrong  town  about  five  and 
twenty  miles  from  Padua.  Here  amongft  other  cap- 
tains was  mafter  Luke  Malleveche,  an  enterprifmg 
foldier  if  ever  there  was  one.  Two  or  three  times  a 
week  he  roufed  up  the  Emperor's  camp  ;  and  if  he  faw 
opportunity  did  not  fpare  himfelf  amongft  the  enemy  ; 
but  if  not,  he  prudently  retired,  and  never  loft  a  man. 
This  proceeding  annoyed  the  good  Knight  much, 
and  having  by  his  fpies,  whom  he  paid  fb  well  they 
would  rather  have  died  than  deceive  him,  got  good  in- 
telligence of  the  movements  of  Malleveche,  he  deter- 
mined to  go  and  feek  him  in  the  open  country.  He 
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communicated  his  project  to  the  captains  La  Clayette 
and  La  Crote,  and  fome  other  of  his  good  comrades  ; 
and  between  two  and  three  in  the  morning,  in  the 
month  of  September,  they  got  to  horfe  with  about  a 
hundred  men-at-arms  without  found  of  trumpet  or  any 
noife.  They  had  their  guide  before  them  well  guard- 
ed by  four  archers,  and  promifed  him  good  payment 
if  he  were  faithful,  but  threatened  him  with  death  if  he 
betrayed  them. 

About  ten  miles  off,  as  day  was  breaking,  they  per- 
ceived a  large  palace  with  a  long  walled  inclofure. 
The  fpy  informed  the  good  Knight  that  if  Malleveche 
made  a  fortie  from  Trevifa  to  vifit  their  camp  that  day, 
he  muft  needs  pafs  in  front  of  it ;  and  if  they  would 
conceal  themfelves  there  (for  the  place  was  deferted 
by  reafon  of  the  war),  they  might  fee  him  pafs  without 
being  difcovered.  They  accordingly  entered,  and  after 
waiting  a  couple  of  hours  heard  a  great  trampling  of 
horfes. 

The  good  Knight  had  made  an  old  archer  of  his 
company,  named  Monart,  get  up  into  a  pigeon  houfe 
that  he  might  fee  who  paffed  and  their  number.  He 
defcried  Malleveche  whilft  yet  at  a  diftance  with  about 
a  hundred  men-at-arms  all  helmeted,  and  full  two  hun- 
dred Albanians  under  the  command  of  a  captain  Scan- 
derbeg,  all  well  mounted  and  apparently  effective  men. 
They  paffed  at  ball  range  from  the  place  where  the 
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French  were  in  ambufh,  and  Monart  defcended  in  high 
fpirits  to  make  his  report.  All  were  well  pleafed,  and 
the  good  Knight  defired  them  to  regirth  their  horfes, 
faying,  cc  Gentlemen,  it  is  ten  years  fince  we  had  fuch 
"  an  adventure.  They  are  double  our  number,  but 
"  if  we  are  gentle  gallants,  that  is  nothing.  Let  us  after 
<c  them."  "  March  !  march  !"  refponded  the  others. 

The  gate  was  opened  and  they  went  at  a  fmart  trot 
after  thofe  they  fought ;  and  had  not  proceeded  a  mile 
when  they  perceived  them  on  a  fine  wide  road,  on 
each  fide  of  which  were  broad  ditches  which  a  man- 
at-arms,  unlefs  he  were  very  well  mounted,  would 
fcarcely  adventure  to  leap  for  fear  of  fticking  there. 
The  good  Knight  defired  his  trumpet  to  found.  The 
Venetian  captains,  who  never  dreamed  of  having  an 
enemy  in  their  rear,  thought  it  was  fome  of  their  own 
people  wiming  to  join  the  foray,  and  pulled  up  ;  when 
at  length  they  perceived  that  they  were  in  truth  ene- 
mies. They  were  a  little  aftounded  to  find  themfelves 
inclofed  between  the  emperor's  camp  and  thofe  whom 
they  now  faw ;  but  Malleveche  exhorted  his  men  to 
do  their  duty,  as  they  muft  needs  conquer  or  be  un- 
done. 

Trumpets  began  to  found  on  both  fides,  and  when 
they  were  about  a  bow-mot  apart,  they  charged  one 
another,  crying  on  one  fide,  The  Empire  !  The  Em- 
pire! France!  France!  and  on  the  other,  Saint  Mark ! 
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Saint  Mark!  It  was  a  real  pleafure  to  hear  them. 
At  the  firft  charge  many  were  ftruck  to  the  ground, 
and  Bonnet  with  his  lance  pierced  a  man-at-arms  quite 
through  the  body.  Every  one  was  on  his  mettle.  The 
Albanians  left  the  high  road  and  abandoned  their  heavy 
troops,  to  attack  the  French  in  the  rear ;  which  the 
good  Knight  immediately  perceived  and  defired  La 
Crote  to  protect  the  rear,  and  the  day  would  be  theirs. 
He  did  fb,  and  the  Albanians  were  fo  roughly  handled 
that  a  dozen  of  them  fell,  and  the  reft  fled  acrofs  the 
country.  La  Crote  did  not  purfue  them,  but  returned 
to  the  main  fight,  where  he  found  the  Venetians  already 
routed,  and  every  one  fecuring  his  prifoner.  Malle- 
veche,  with  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  beft  mounted, 
leaped  their  horfes  out  of  the  road  and  fled  towards 
Trevifa.  It  would  have  been  loft  labour  to  follow 
them,  their  horfes  were  fo  fleet,  and  the  riders  had 
fuch  hearty  good-will  for  the  race.  The  prifoners 
were  more  numerous  than  their  conquerors,  for  there 
were  at  leaft  a  hundred  and  eighty  of  them,  from  whom 
they  took  their  {words  and  maces,  and  placing  them 
in  the  middle  fet  out  on  their  return  to  camp. 

The  emperor  was  walking  in  the  outikirts  of  the 
camp  when  they  arrived,  and  feeing  fuch  a  cloud  of 
duft,  fent  a  French  gentleman  of  his  houfehold,  Louis 
du  Pefchin,  to  afcertain  what  it  was;  who  prefently 
returned,  faying:  "Sire,  it  is  the  good  knight  Bay- 
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cc  ard,  and  the  captains  La  Clayette  and  La  Crote, 
cc  who  have  had  the  fineft  fkirmim  that  has  taken  place 
cc  thefe  hundred  years ;  for  they  have  more  prifoners 
cf  than  they  are  men,  and  have  taken  two  ftandards." 
As  the  French  approached,  the  emperor  faluted  them, 
and  they  returned  it  with  the  reverence  due  to  fo  high 
a  prince.  He  complimented  each  captain  as  he  paffed, 
and  faid  to  the  good  Knight,  cc  My  lord  de  Bayard, 
"  my  brother  your  mafter  is  very  fortunate  to  have 
"  fuch  a  fervant  as  you ;  I  would  give  a  hundred 
cc  thoufand  florins  a-year  to  have  a  dozen  like  you." 
<f  Sire,"  replied  the  good  Knight,  cc  I  very  humbly 
cc  thank  you  for  the  praife  you  are  pleafed  to  beftow 
<c  on  me.  One  thing  I  affure  you,  that  fo  long  as  my 
cc  mafter  is  your  ally,  you  will  have  no  more  zealous 
"  fervant  than  myfelf."  They  then  retired  to  their 
quarters,  and  there  was  never  anything  fo  noifed  in 
the  camp  as  this  fplendid  enterprife,  of  which  the  good 
Knight  bore  off  the  greateft  mare  of  honor  though  he 
always  gave  the  merit  entirely  to  his  two  companions, 
for  a  more  meek  and  courteous  knight  there  never 
was. 

A  few  days  after  this  affair,  the  good  Knight  was 
informed  by  his  fpies  that  the  captain  Scanderbeg  and 
his  Albanians,  with  fome  mounted  crofsbowmen  under 
a  captain  Rinaldo  Contarino,  had  retired  to  the  caftle 
of  Baffano,  about  fifteen  miles  off,  whence  they  made 
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daily  attacks  upon  the  lanfquenets  who  were  efcorting 
the  cattle  taken  from  the  enemy  ;  and  had  killed  fome 
two  hundred  of  them,  and  re-captured  four  or  five 
hundred  head  of  oxen  and  cows. 

Being  afTured  that  they  were  not  more  than  two 
hundred  light  horfe,  he  was  confident  of  defeating 
them  with  thirty  picked  men-at-arms,  and  eight  or 
ten  gentlemen,  who  were  volunteers  in  the  emperor's 
camp  folely  for  the  love  they  bore  the  good  Knight, 
and  were  not  men  to  be  eafily  routed. 

They  ftarted  an  hour  before  daybreak,  and  were 
conducted  by  the  fpy  to  a  pafs  within  a  cannon-mot 
of  the  caftle,  where  there  they  had  not  long  concealed 
themfelves  when,  to  their  great  joy,  they  heard  a 
trumpet  at  the  caftle  founding  to  horfe.  Prefently 
they  faw  the  Albanians  and  crofsbowmen  defcend  as 
merrily  as  though  they  were  going  to  a  wedding,  ex- 
pecting to  get  the  fame  booty  they  had  gained  the  two 
previous  days ;  but  they  were  miftaken,  as  you  mail 
hear. 

The  only  accefs  to  the  caftle  was  over  a  little  wooden 
bridge  which  two  men  might  defend  againft  five  hun- 
dred ;  and  as  foon  as  the  enemy  had  parTed,  the  good 
Knight  defpatched  the  lord  de  Bonnet  and  Mypont 
with  fix  men-at-arms  and  a  dozen  archers,  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  bridge  ;  whilft  he  and  the  reft  were  con- 
ducted by  the  fpy  over  a  mountain  pafs  to  the  plain: 
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where  they  defcried  their  enemies  at  the  diftance  of  a 
culverin's  range,  marching  for  Vicenza,  where  they 
expected  to  find  their  prey.  The  good  Knight  de- 
iired  the  baftard  du  Fay,  his  guidon,  to  take  twenty 
archers  and  fkirmifh  with  them  and,  as  foon  as  they 
were  charged,  to  turn  bridle  and  pretend-  to  fly;  fb 
as  to  lure  them  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  where  he 
was  in  ambufh.  He  had  no  occafion  to  fpeak  twice, 
for  the  other  underftood  his  bufinefs  well. 

As  foon  as  captain  Scanderbeg  perceived  the  white 
crofles  of  the  French,  he  marched  again  ft  them  in  high 
fpirits,  and  began  to  charge  them,  crying,  Saint  Mark  I 
Saint  Mark!  The  baftard  du  Fay,  who  knew  his 
leflbn  by  heart,  retreated  and  was  briiklj  purfued  to 
the  ambufcade  ;  when  the  good  Knight  and  his  men, 
helmeted  and  fword  in  hand  daihed  amongft  them, 
ftiouting  France  !  France  I  the  Empire  !  the  Empire  ! 
At  the  firft  charge  more  than  thirty  of  the  enemy  were 
borne  to  earth ;  and  after  a  fevere  conteft  the  Alba- 
nians and  crofsbowmen  fled  full  gallop,  thinking  to 
reach  Baflano.  If  they  ran  well,  the  French  were  not 
behindhand  in  purfuing ;  but  the  light  horfe  were  too 
fleet  for  them  and  they  would  have  loft  their  prey,  but 
for  the  bridge  where  Bonnet  and  his  companions  dif- 
puted  the  paflage.  There  were  taken  prifoners  fixty 
Albanians  and  thirty  crofsbowmen  with  the  two  cap- 
tains ;  the  reft  fled  acrofs  the  country  to  Trevifa. 
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There  was  in  the  troop  of  the  good  Knight  a  young 
gentleman  of  Dauphiny  who  had  juft  been  made  an 
archer ;  named  Guigo  Guyfray,  fon  of  the  lord  de  Bon- 
tieres.  He  was  only  between  fixteen  and  feventeen, 
but  of  a  good  race,  and  eager  to  diftinguifh  himfelf. 
Seeing  the  enfign  of  the  croffbowmen,  who  had  leaped 
a  ditch  and  was  endeavouring  to  efcape,  he  purfued 
him,  and  with  a  blow  of  his  demi-lance  ftruck  him  to 
the  ground ;  then  putting  his  hand  to  his  fword,  he 
cried,  "  Yield  thee,  enfign,  or  thou  dieft."  The  en- 
fign gave  him  up  his  fword  and  ftandard,  and  yielded 
himfelf  his  prifoner.  He  made  him  remount  and 
carried  him  ftraight  to  the  good  Knight  who  was 
founding  the  recall,  having  more  prifoners  than  he 
knew  what  to  do  with.  "  How,  Bontieres,"  faid  he, 
"  have  you  taken  this  ftandard  and  this  prifoner  ?" 
"  Yes,  my  lord,  fince  fo  it  pleafed  God,  and  he  did 
"  well  to  furrender  or  I  fhould  have  flain  him."  At 
which  they  all  began  to  laugh,  as  well  as  the  good 
Knight,  who  was  delighted  beyond  meafure  and  faid, 
cc  Bontieres,  my  friend,  you  have  begun  well ;  may 
cc  God  give  you  a  good  continuance." 

The  good  Knight  then  faid  to  his  companions. 
cc  My  lords,  we  muft  have  this  caftle,  for  there  is  great 
"  booty  in  it ;  our  men  mall  fhare  it." — "  It  were  well 
"  done,"  faid  the  others,  cc  but  it  is  ftrong  and  we  have 
"  no  artillery." — "  Peace,"  faid  he,  "  I  know  a  way  to 
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"  have  it  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour."  He  fent  for  the 
captains  Scanderbeg  and  Rinaldo  Contarino,  to  whom 
he  faid ;  cc  Know  you  what  it  is,  gentlemen  ?  Have  this 
"  place  furrendered  to  me  forthwith,  for  I  know  well 
cc  you  have  the  power ;  or  if  not,  I  vow  to  God  I  will 
"  have  your  heads  off  before  the  gate  this  very  hour." 
They  replied  they  would  if  it  were  poflible ;  which  it 
was ;  for  a  nephew  of  captain  Scanderbeg  held  it,  who 
furrendered  it  as  foon  as  his  uncle  had  fpoken  to  him. 
The  good  Knight  and  all  his  company  entered,  and 
found  there  above  five  hundred  head  of  cattle,  and  a 
great  deal  of  other  plunder,  which  was  equally  divided 
amongft  them,  the  cattle  being  fent  to  Vicenza  to  be 
fold.  They  found  alfo  plenty  of  refreihment  for  them- 
felves  and  horfes. 

After  dinner,  of  which  the  Venetians  were  invited 
to  partake,  came  Bontieres  with  his  prifoner,  who  was 
twice  as  tall  as  himfelf  and  thirty  years  old.  The 
good  Knight  laughed  and  faid  to  the  Venetians,  "  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  this  young  lad,  who  was  a  page  but  fix  days 
"  fince  and  will  not  have  a  beard  thefe  three  years, 
"  has  taken  your  enfign.  It  is  a  grofs  cafe ;  for  I  know 
"  not  how  it  is  with  you,  but  we  French  do  not  readily 
"  furrender  our  ftandards  but  to  great  odds."  The  Ve- 
netian was  amamed  and  faid,  cc  By  my  faith,  captain,  I 
"  did  not  yield  for  fear  of  him,  for  I  could  have  ma- 
naged a  better  man  than  he;  but  I  could  not  alone  re- 


(C 


io8  'The  GOOD  KNIGHT 

"  fift  your  whole  troop."  The  good  Knight  looked  at 
Bontieres  and  faid,  "  You  hear  what  your  prifoner  fays, 
cc  that  you  are  not  man  enough  to  take  him."  cc  My 
<c  lord/'  replied  the  boy  in  great  anger,  cc  I  befeech 
"  you  grant  me  one  favour."  "  Yes  truly,"  faid  the 
good  Knight,  cc  what  is  it  ? " — a  That  you  will  let  me 
cc  reftore  him  his  horfe  and  arms,  and  get  upon  my 
cc  own ;  let  us  go  below,  and  if  I  conquer  him  again 
"  I  vow  to  God  he  mall  die ;  but  if  he  efcapes,  I  make 
"  him  a  prefent  of  his  ranfom."  The  good  Knight 
was  never  more  pleafed,  and  faid  aloud,  Cf  Truly  I 
cc  grant  it."  However  the  Venetian  would  not  accept 
the  offer,  which  redounded  but  little  to  his  honour, 
though  much  to  that  of  Bontieres. 

After  dinner  they  returned  to  the  camp  with  their 
prifoners,  and  were  much  applauded  by  the  Emperor 
and  all  the  Germans,  Hainaulters  and  Burgundians. 
The  lord  de  La  PalifTe  was  delighted,  particularly  with 
the  ftory  of  Bontieres  and  his  prifoner,  which  occafion- 
ed  much  laughter  throughout  the  camp. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

How  the  "Emperor  Maximilian  raifed  the  fiege  of  Pa- 
dua ;  and  how  the  good  Knight  narrowly  efcaped  being 
betrayed  by  afpy  into  the  hands  of  captain  John  Paul 
Monfrone. 

|HE  Emperor  at  length  finding  the 
breach  practicable,  determined  on 
ftorming  the  town  of  Padua,  and 
fent  his  fecretary  with  a  letter  to  the 
lord  de  La  PalifTe  requefting  him, 
when  he  heard  the  great  drum  about  mid-day,  to  have 
the  French  gentlemen  ready  to  go  to  the  afTault  on 
foot  with  his  own  infantry.  The.  lord  de  La  PalirTe 
thought  this  a  ftrange  manner  of  proceeding,  but  re- 
plied, that  he  was  furprized  that  the  Emperor  had  not 
fent  for  his  comrades  and  himfelf  to  deliberate  more 
advifedly  upon  the  bufinefs ;  but  that  he  would  fend 
for  them  and  mew  them  the  letter ;  and  he  believed 
there  would  not  be  one  of  them  who  would  not  obey 
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whatever  the  Emperor  fhould  command.     He  then 
fummoned  to  his  quarters  all  the  French  captains. 

It  was  already  noifed  throughout  the  camp  that  the 
aflault  was  to  take  place  about  mid-day ;  and  you  might 
then  have  feen  a  curious  fcene.  The  priefts  were  re- 
tained with  large  fees  of  gold  to  confefs  them,  as  every 
one  wifhed  to  be  in  a  good  ftate  of  preparation  ;  and 
there  were  feveral  men-at-arms  who  entrusted  them 
with  their  purfes  to  take  charge  of;  and  we  need  not 
therefore  doubt  but  that  our  friends  the  chaplains 
would  have  been  very  willing  that  thofe,  whofe  money 
they  had,  fhould  have  remained  in  the  breach.  One 
thing  I  would  imprefs  on  thofe  who  read  this  hiftory ; 
that  for  five  hundred  years  there  had  been  no  prince's 
camp  in  which  was  feen  fo  much  wealth;  and  there 
"was  fcarcely  a  day  in  which  three  or  four  hundred 
lanfquenets  did  not  leave  it  with  oxen  and  cows,  corn, 
filk  and  other  things  for  Germany,  fo  that  the  damage 
to  Padua  amounted  to  two  millions  of  crowns  in  moi 
ables  and  in  houfes  and  palaces  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

But  to  return  to  our  narrative.  When  the  Frencl 
captains  arrived  at  the  quarters  of  the  lord  de  La 
lifTe,  he  faid  to  them ;  <c  Gentlemen,  we  muft  dine ; 
"  for  I  have  fomething  to  tell  you,  which  if  I  told  you 
"  before  dinner,  it  might  take  away  your  appetites." 
He  fpoke  thus  in  jeft,  for  he  well  knew  his  companions, 
that  there  was  not  one  of  them  who  was  not  a  Hector 
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or  a  Roland,  and  above  all  the  good  Knight,  who  was 
never  in  his  life  put  out  by  anything  he  faw  or  heard. 

During  dinner  they  kept  up  an  interchange  of  raillery 
in  all  honour  and  pleafantry :  and  when  it  was  ended 
the  lord  de  La  Palifle  communicated  to  them  the  Em- 
peror's letter.  When  they  had  heard  it,  they  looked 
at  one  another  laughing  to  fee  who  would  fpeak  firft. 
The  lord  d'Hymbercourt  began,  and  faid ;  "  My  lord, 
"  we  muft  not  be  fo  long  thinking  of  it.  Tell  the 
"  Emperor  we  are  all  ready.  I  am  already  tired  of 
<c  being  in  the  field,  and  betides,  good  wine  is  begin- 
<c  ning  to  fail  us."  At  which  they  all  laughed.  All  the 
captains  {poke,  except  the  good  Knight,  and  agreed  with 
the  lord  d'  Hymbercourt.  The  lord  de  La  Palifle  fee- 
ing him  pretending  to  pick  his  teeth,  as  if  he  had  not 
heard  the  propofal,  faid  to  him  laughing ;  cc  Well 
cc  Hercules  of  France,  what  fay  you  to  it ;  this  is  no 
c<  time  to  pick  your  teeth ;  we  muft  anfwer  the  Em- 
"  peror  promptly." 

The  good  Knight,  who  was  always  in  merry  mood, 
replied  jeftingly  ;  "  If  we  are  to  believe  my  lord 
"  d'Hymbercourt,  we  have  only  to  go  ftraight  to  the 
"  breach ;  but  fince  it  is  a  difagreeable  paftime  enough 
"  for  men-at-arms  to  go  on  foot,  I  would  gladly  excufe 
"  myfelf.  However  fince  I  muft  give  my  opinion,  I 
cc  will  do  fb.  The  Emperor  in  his  letter  defires  you 
<c  to  difmount  all  the  French  gentlemen  to  go  to  the 
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cc  aflault  with  his  lanfquenets.  For  myfelf,  though  I 
cc  have  little  of  this  world's  wealth,  I  am  ftill  a  gentle- 
fc  man  ;  all  the  reft  of  you  are  great  lords,  and  of  great 
cc  houfes ;  and  fo  are  many  of  our  men-at-arms.  Does 
cc  the  Emperor  deem  it  a  reafonable  thing  to  put  fo 
cc  much  nobility  in  peril  and  hazard  with  his  infantry, 
cc  of  whom  one  is  a  fhoemaker,  another  a  blackfmith, 
"  another  a  baker,  and  others  mechanics,  who  do  not 
"  prize  their  honour  fo  dearly  as  gentlemen  ?  Saving 
cc  his  grace,  it  is  not  well  confidered.  But  my  advice 
cc  is  that  you,  my  lord,  mould  anfwer  the  Emperor  thus : 
"  that  you  have  aflembled  your  captains  as  he  wimed, 
cc  who  are  prepared  to  do  his  bidding,  according  to  th( 
cc  charge  they  have  from  the  King  their  mafter ;  bul 
"  that  he  muft  underftand  that  their  faid  mafter  has  nc 
"  men  in  his  ordonnance  companies  who  are  not  gen- 
"  tlemen.  To  mix  them  with  the  infantry,  who  are  of 
cc  low  condition,  would  be  to  hold  them  in  little  efteem ; 
"  but  the  Emperor  has  plenty  of  German  counts,  lords 
cc  and  gentlemen.  Let  him  difmount  them  with  the 
(C  French  men-at-arms,  and  the  latter  will  willingly  mew 
"  them  the  way,  and  then  the  lanfquenets  will  follow 
"  if  they  know  that  the  affair  is  going  well."  When 
the  good  Knight  had  given  his  opinion,  no  objection 
was  made,  but  his  advice  was  deemed  confiftent  with 
honour  and  reafon. 

This  reply  was  accordingly  fent  to  the  Emperor,  to 


without  Fear  and  without  Reproach.     113 

whom  it  appeared  very  fair  and  reafonable.  He  forth-' 
with  by  drum  and  trumpet  aflembled  his  court,  to  which 
repaired  all  the  princes,  lords  and  captains  of  Germany, 
Burgundy  and  Hainault,  and  communicated  to  them 
his  intention  to  ftorm  the  place  within  an  hour,  and  his 
defire  that  they  would  accompany  the  French  gentle- 
men to  the  breach.  He  had  fcarcely  ceafed  (peaking, 
when  there  arofe  a  wondrous  ftrange  murmur  amongft 
his  Germans  which  lafted  half  an  hour  before  it  was 
appeafed.  They  declared  that  it  was  not  their  bufinefs 
to  difmount  or  to  ftorm  a  breach;  but  to  fight  like 
gentlemen  on  horfeback ;  and  they  all  pofitively  refufed 
to  go,  with  the  exception  of  the  gentle  prince  of  An- 
halt  and  the  captain  Jacob  who  was  afterwards  in  the 
fervice  of  the  King  of  France,  and  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Ravenna.  The  Emperor  was  fo  difgufted  at  their 
refufal  that  he  retired  that  very  night  forty  miles  from 
the  camp,  and  thence  fent  orders  to  raife  the  fiege. 

This  was  a  difpiriting  and  troublefome  affair,  by 
reafon  of  the  hundred  and  forty  pieces  of  artillery  to 
be  removed,  and  the  infufficiency  of  equipage  for  the 
purpofe.  The  French  were  ordered  to  efcort  the  artil- 
lery ;  but  the  prince  of  Anhalt  who  knew  the  bafenefs 
of  his  countrymen,  never  left  the  artillery  with  his  force 
of  feven  or  eight  thoufand  men ;  and  was  continually 
fighting  and  repelling  the  fevere  forties  of  the  garrifon. 
The  fiege  was  however  raifed  with  little  lofs  to  the 
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Germans  or  the  French ;  but  one  great  pity  was  that 
in  fpite  of  the  efforts  of  the  good  Knight  to  prevent  it, 
the  German  lanfquenets  fired  their  quarters  wherever 
they  parTed. 

Upon  the  retreat  of  the  imperial  army,  the  good 
Knight  was  left  in  garrifon  at  Verona  with  about  four 
hundred  men-at-arms  whom  the  King  of  France  lent 
to  the  Emperor ;  and  thence  he  had  many  Ikirmimes 
with  the  Venetians,  commanded  by  captain  John  Paul 
Monfrone.  In  one  of  thefe  he  fell  into  an  ambufcade  ; 
and  was  twice  taken  and  refcued  in  the  fame  day ;  but 
that  very  night  he  furprized  and  cut  to  pieces  feveral 
hundred  Venetian  infantry. 

For  this  the  captain  Monfrone  was  determined  to  be 
revenged  fome  way  or  other.  There  was  a  fpy  named 
Vizentino,  who  went  to  and  fro  between  Verona  and 
Saint  Boniface  where  the  captain  was  ftationed,  and 
was  in  the  pay  both  of  him  and  of  the  good  Knight, 
giving  each  to  underftand  that  he  was  devoted  to  his 
fervice.  Monfrone  promifed  this  man  a  hundred  golden 
ducats  if  he  would  give  the  good  Knight  falfe  intelli- 
gence that  he  was  to  fet  out  for  Lignago  the  next  morn- 
ing with  only  three  hundred  light  horfe.  He  expected 
that  the  good  Knight  would  come  out  to  fkirmim  with 
him,  when  he  would  attack  him  with  two  hundred 
men-at-arms  and  two  thoufand  infantry  whom  he  meant 
to  place  in  ambum  at  Ifola  della  Scala. 
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Spies,  as  every  one  knows,  are  the  creatures  of  dame 
Avarice,  and  ferve  her  at  a  great  rifle ;  for  if  one  out 
of  fix  who  are  taken  efcapes,  he  may  well  thank  God 
for  it,  for  the  true  medicine  for  their  malady  is  a  rope. 
This  fellow  told  his  ftory  to  the  good  Knight  who  had 
juft  fupped,  and  who,  after  ordering  him  to  be  well 
entertained,  haftened  to  communicate  it  to  the  cap- 
tains Pierrepoint  and  La  Varenne,  the  baftard  du  Fay, 
and  captain  Sucker  a  Burgundian  who  was  fupping 
with  him.  They  determined  to  ftart  at  daylight  with 
two  hundred  men-at-arms,  and  to  impart  their  enter- 
prize  to  the  lord  de  Conty  who  readily  agreed  to  join 
them.  It  fortunately  happened  that  as  they  were  re- 
tiring to  their  refpective  quarters  to  prepare  for  the 
morrow,  the  captain  Sucker  perceived  the  fpy  coming 
out  of  the  houfe  of  a  gentlemen  of  Verona  who  was 
thought  to  be  no  good  imperialift,  but  to  have  Saint 
Mark  written  on  his  heart.  He  immediately  fufpedted 
treafon,  and  feizing  the  fpy  by  the  collar,  aflced  him 
whence  he  came.  His  changing  colour  and  confufion 
increafed  the  captain's  fufpicions,  and  he  forthwith 
carried  him  back  to  the  quarters  of  the  good  Knight, 
who  was  juft  retiring  to  bed.  However  he  flipped  on 
his  drefling  gown,  and  they  fat  over  the  fire  while 
Sucker  related  what  had^  happened.  The  good  Knight 
had  no  more  doubt  of  the  fpy's  treachery  than  Sucker 
had;  and  having  called  him  in  threatened  him  with 
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death  if  he  fpoke  falfe,  but  promifed  that  he  mould 
fuffer  no  injury  if  he  declared  the  truth.  The  poor 
wretch  faw  there  was  no  efcape,  and  falling  on  his 
knees  detailed  the  whole  treachery,  and  moreover  that 
he  had  been  to  mafter  Baptifte  to  concert  how  he  might 
find  means  to  betray  one  of  the  gates  of  the  town  to 
mafter  Andrea  Gritti  during  the  night.  But  he  declared 
that  mafter  Baptifte  had  declined  having  anything  to 
do  with  fuch,.villainy,  but  faid  he  would  live  and  die 
under  the  Emperor.  The  fpy  was  then  taken  away 
and  locked  up  in  a  room  till  he  ftiould  be  wanted,  and 
the  good  Knight  defired  the  captain  Sucker  to  go  to 
the  Prince  of  Anhalt's  quarters  and  relate  the  whole 
matter  to  him,  and  requeft  him  to  let  them  have  two 
thoufand  lanfquenets  the  next  morning.  The  gentle 
Prince,  who  was  awoke  out  of  his  fleep,  faid  he  was 
forry  not  to  have  known  fooner  of  the  enterprize,  for 
he  would  then  have  joined  them ;  but  that  the  good 
Knight  might  difpofe  of  his  men  as  he  would  himfelf. 

As  foon  as  the  gate  was  opened  in  the  morning  the 
party  fet  out ;  and  leaving  Sucker  with  the  lanfquenets 
in  ambum  at  Servoda,  a  little  village  about  two  miles 
from  Ifola  della  Scala,  the  good  Knight  and  the  lord 
de  Conty  purfued  their  way  towards  the  latter  place, 
feigning  to  know  nothing  of  what  was  going  on  with- 
in it. 

They  were  in  a  fine  plain  and  faw  at  a  diftance  t 
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captain  Monfrone  with  fome  light  horfe.  The  good 
Knight  fent  his  guidon  the  baftard  du  Fay  with 
fome  archers  to  fkirmifh  with  them ;  and  himfelf  fol- 
lowed with  his  men-at-arms.  But  he  had  not  gone 
far  when  he  faw  the  infantry  of  the  ftate  and  a  troop 
of  men-at-arms  fallying  from  Ifola.  Pretending  fur- 
prife,  he  defired  the  trumpet  to  found  the  recall ; . 
which  the  baftard  du  Fay  hearing,  retreated  according 
to  his  inftructions  with  his  whole  troop  in  clofe  order ; 
and  feigning  to  retire  ftraight  on  Verona,  approached 
by  degrees  the  village'  where  their  lanfquenets  were  in 
ambum ;  an  archer  having  been  fent  on  to  defire 
Sucker  to  make  a  fortie  in  order  of  battle. 

The  Venetian  men-at-arms,  having  their  body  of 
infantry  on  their  flank,  made  frequent  charges  on  the 
French,  and  raifed  fuch  an  uproar  that  you  could  not 
have  heard  it  thunder ;  thinking  their  enemies  could 
not  efcape.  The  French  did  not  break  their  ranks, 
but  fkirmimed  cautioufly,  till  they  were  about  a  bow- 
mot  from  Servoda,  when  the  Venetians  were  aftonifhed 
to  fee  the  lanfquenets  irTue  forth  at  a  brifk  pace  and  in 
clofe  order.  "  Now  gentlemen"  exclaimed  the  good 
Knight,  "  is  the  time  to  charge."  This  they  inftantly 
did,  and  the  Venetians  proved  themfelves  good  men, 
though  many  were  borne  to"  the  ground.  Their 
infantry  could  not  fly,  for  fafety  was  too  diftant,  and 
they  were  in  like  manner  charged  by  the  lanfquenets. 
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Unable  to  ftand  the  fhock,  they  were  broken,  routed 
and  cut  to  pieces  without  a  fingle  prifoner  being  taken. 
Monfrone  did  his  devoir  well,  but  perceiving  that  if 
he  did  not  take  to  flight  he  muft  be  killed  or  prifoner, 
he  retreated  at  full  gallop  towards  Saint  Boniface,  and 
was  hotly  purfued.  The  good  Knight  however  found- 
ed the  recall,  and  every  one  returned ;  but  with  a  great 
gang  of  prifoners  and  rich  booty.  The  lofs  of  the  Ve- 
netians was  very  fevere  ;  for  their  two  thoufand  infantry 
and  at  leaft  five  and  twenty  men-at-arms  were  killed, 
and  about  fixty  of  the  latter  were  taken  prifoners  and 
carried  to  Verona;  where  the  French,  Burgundians  and 
lanfquenets  were  joyfully  received  by  their  comrades, 
who  were  much  vexed  not  to  have  been  with  them. 

When  the  good  Knight  returned  to  his  quarters  he 
fent  for  the  {py,  and  faid  Cf  Vizentino,  according  to  my 
cc  promife  you  mall  depart  for  the  Venetian  camp ;  and 
"  you  may  afk  captain  John  Paul  Monfrone,  if  captain 
"  Bayard  is  as  fubtle  in  war  as  himfelf ;  and  tell  him 
cc  whenever  he  wiflies  to  take  me,  he  mall  find  me  in 
cc  the  field."  He  then  ordered  two  of  his  archers  to 
conduct  him  out  of  the  town.  Vizentino  went  ftraight 
to  Saint  Boniface,  where  Monfrone  had  him  feized  and 
hanged  for  a  traitor ;  nor  would  he  liften  to  any  excufe 
he  made. 
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CHAPTER   XVL 

How  the  Pope  Julius  declared  war  againfl  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara  and  befieged  Mirandola  in  perfon ;  and  how 
he  narrowly  ejcaped  being  taken  prifoner  by  the  good 
Knight. 

MUST  pafs  over  many  interefting 
and  important  events  which  took 
place  in  Italy ;  for  the  time  would 
fail  me  to  tell  of  all  the  fkirmimes 
between  the  French  and  the  Vene- 
tians ;  of  the  arrival  in  Italy  of  the  nephew  of  Louis 
the  twelfth,  the  gentle  duke  de  Nemours,  Gafton  de 
Foix,  who  well  deferves  a  fpecial  chronicle ;  of  the 
fiege  and  capture  of  Lignago  by  the  French  under  the 
lord  de  Chaumont ;  of  the  fecond  fiege  and  capture  by 
the  French  of  the  caftle  of  Montfelles;  and  of  the 
fhameful  defeat  and  deftruction  of  a  French  fkirmifhing 
party  from  Lignago  led  by  Guyon  de  Cantiers,  who 
fell  into  an  ambum  prepared  for  him  by  the  Vene- 
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tian  captain  Andrea  Gritti.  I  muft  however  fpeak  of 
a  wondrous  pitiful  event  which  occurred  ibon  after  the 
taking  of  Lignago. 

Great  numbers  of  people  had  fled  their  homes  on 
account  of  the  war ;  and  about  two  thoufand  perfbns, 
men  and  women,  amongft  whom  were  feme  of  great- 
eft  note  in  the  country,  had  retired  to  a  cave  in  a 
mountain  near  the  village  of  Longaro.  This  cave  was 
nearly  a  mile  long,  and  they  had  conveyed  thither 
great  ftore  of  provisions,  as  well  as  fome  munitions  of 
war  and  hacquebutes  to  defend  the  entrance  ;  which 
was  nearly  impregnable,  for  only  one  perfon  could 
enter  at  a  time.  The  adventurers,  who  the  more 
worthlefs  they  are  in  war  are  ever  the  more  ready  to 
pillage,  came  to  the  entrance  of  the  cave  which  is 
called  in  the  Italian  language  the  grotto  of  Longaro. 
They  wimed  to  enter;  but  were  civilly  requefted  to  : 
depart  as  they  could  gain  nothing  there,  thofe  who 
were  within  having  left  all  their  effects  in  their  houfes. 
Thefe  rafcals  did  not  take  their  prayers  in  payment 
but  attempted  to  force  an  entrance,  which  the  others 
would  not  permit,  and  fired  two  or  three  mots  at  them 
which  killed  two  on  the  fpot.  The  reft  went  to  feek 
their  comrades,  who  ever  ready  for  mifchief  foon 
arrived,  and  knowing  they  could  not  enter  by  force, 
bethought  themfelves  of  a  dailardly  and  wicked  fcheme; 
for  they  collected  at  the  aperture  a  quantity  of  wood, 
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ftraw  and  hay,  and  fet  fire  to  it,  which  foon  produced 
fb  horrible  a  fmoke  in  the  cave,  to  which  there  was 
no  other  admittance  for  the  air,  that  all  within  were 
fuffocated  and  died  a  martyr's  death  without  being 
ever  touched  by  the  fire.     There  were  feveral  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies  who,  after  the  fire  was  extinguifhed 
and  the  place  entered,  were  found  dead,  the  latter 
with  their  infants  by  their  fide  as  though  they  were 
afleep.     It  was  a  horrible  and  piteous  fight.      The 
adventurers  got  great  booty;    but  the  grand  mafter 
and  all  the  captains  were  marvelloufly  difpleafed,  and 
above  all  the  good  Knight,  who  fpent  the  whole  day 
in   difcovering   the  perpetrators.     He  feized  two  of 
them,  of  whom  one  had  loft  both  his  ears,  and  the 
other,  one ;    and  they  were  hung  in  his  prefence  by 
the  provoft  of  the  camp  before  the  grotto.     Whilft 
this  was  doing  there  emerged  from  the  cave,  as  if  by 
miracle,  a  young  lad  about  fifteen,  who  feemed  more 
dead  than  alive,  and  was  quite  yellow  with  the  fmoke. 
The  good  Knight  inquired  of  him  how  he  was  faved. 
He  replied  that  when  he  faw  the  fmoke  fo  thick,  he 
retired  to  the  farther  end  of  the  cave  where  there  was 
a  very  fmall  crevice  in  the  mountain  by  which  he  ob- 
tained air.      He  added  a  piteous  thing,    which  was 
that  feveral  gentlemen  and  their   wives   when   they 
perceived  them  applying  fire,  wiiried  to  make  a  fortie, 
knowing  their  death  was  otherwife  inevitable ;  but  the 
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peafants  who  were  with  them,  and  much  the  mod 
numerous,  would  not  fuffer  them,  but  oppofed  them 
with  the  points  of  their  roncies,  faying  that  they 
mould  die  as  well  as  themfelves.  And  thus  they  were 
affailed  at  once  by  the  fire  and  by  their  own  people. 

On  the  march  from  Longaro  to  Montfelles,  the  lord 
d'Alegre  and  the  good  Knight,  with  the  lord  Mercu- 
rio  and  his  Albanians,  (he  being  then  in  the  Emperor's 
fervice,)  fell  in  with  fome  light  horfe  of  the  ftate  of 
Venice,  called  Croats,  who  are  more  Turks  than  Chrif- 
tians,  and  who  had  come  to  fee  if  they  could  carry  off 
any  booty  from  the  camp.  They  were  all,  however, 
taken  prifoners,  and  amongft  them  the  lord  Mercurio 
recognifed  the  captain,  who  was  his  coufin-german 
and  had  oufted  him  by  force  from  his  inheritance  in 
Croatia,  and  was  the  greateft  enemy  he  had  in  the 
world.  He  upbraided  him  with  the  injuries  he  had 
done  him,  and  obferved,  it  was  now  in  his  power  to 
take  vengeance.  The  other  admitted  it  was  true,  but 
faid  he  had  been  taken  in  fair  war,  and  ought  therefore 
to  go  free  on  payment  of  fuch  ranfom  as  was  in  his 
power  to  give,  and  he  offered  fix  thoufand  ducats  and 
fix  handfome  Turkifh  horfes.  "We  will  fpeak  of 
cc  that  more  at  leifure,"  faid  the  lord  Mercurio,  cc  but 
cf  on  your  faith,  if  I  were  your  prifoner,  as  you  are 
"  mine,  what  would  you  do  with  me?"  The  other 
replied,  "  Since  you  prefs  me  fo  ftrongly  on  my  faith. 
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"  I  tell  you  that  if  you  were  at  my  mercy,  as  I  am  at 
cc  yours,  all  the  gold  in  the  world  would  not  fave  you 
"  from  being  cut  in  pieces."  "  Truly,"  faid  the  lord 
Mercuric,  "  I  will  treat  you  no  worfe."  He  com- 
manded his  Albanians  in  his  language  to  handle  their 
knives,  who  inftantly  brought  their  fcimitars  into  play, 
and  there  was  neither  captain  or  other  who  did  not 
receive  a  dozen  more  wounds  than  were  enough  to 
infure  death.  They  then  cut  off  their  heads,  which 
they  ftuck  on  the  points  of  their  eftradiot  lances,  and 
faid  they  were  not  Chriftians.1  They  had  a  ftrange 
head-drefs,  for  it  was  like  a  young  lady's  hat ;  and 
where  the  head  was  inferted,  was  lined  with  five  or  fix 
folds  of  thick  paper,  fo  that  a  fword  could  have  no 
more  effect  upon  it  than  on  a  fecrette. 

I  muft  now  pafs  on  to  the  war  which  foon  after  the 
capture  of  Montfelles  broke  out  between  the  Pope  and 
the  Duke  of  Ferrara,  in  which  the  good  Knight  ac- 
quired great  honour. 

The  Pope  Julius  was  very  defirous  of  getting  pof- 
feflion  of  the  duchy  of  Ferrara,  which  he  pretended 
belonged  to  the  ftates  of  the  Church ;  and  with  this 
view  he  withdrew  from  the  King  of  France's  alliance, 
and  prepared  a  large  army  in  Bologna  to  march  into 
the  duchy.  The  Duke  of  Ferrara  applied  for  affift- 
ance  to  his  ally  the  King  of  France,  who  fent  him  the 
lords  Montoifon  and  Fontrailles,  and  the  good  Knight, 
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with  three  or  four  thoufand  infantry,  and  eight  hun- 
dred Swifs  under  a  captain  named  Jacob  Zemberc ; 
all  of  whom  were  well  received  at  Ferrara  by  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs  and  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  Duke  and  all  the  French  who  were  with  him 
took  up  their  quarters  at  a  place  called  Ofpitalet,  be- 
tween two  branches  of  the  Po,  over  which  they  made 
a  bridge  of  boats.  This  they  guarded  well,  for  by  it 
they  made  frequent  incuriions  upon  their  enemies. 

The  Pope  arrived  by  flow  marches  at  a  large  village 
called  Saint  Felix,  between  Concordia  and  Mirandola. 
Thence  he  fent  to  the  Countefs  of  Mirandola,  then  a 
widow,  to  deliver  up  her  town  to  him  ;  but  me,  who 
was  daughter  of  Jean  Jacques  of  Trevulce  and  had 
the  courage  of  her  father,  was  devoted  to  the  French 
interefts,  and  would  rather  have  died.  She  returned 
for  anfwer,  that  the  town  was  her  own,  and  that  by 
God's  help  me  would  defend  it  againft  all  who  attempted 
to  take  it  from  her.  The  Pope  was  very  angry,  and 
fwore  by  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul  that  he  would 
have  it  by  fair  means  or  by  force,  and  ordered  his 
nephew,  the  Duke  d'Urbino,  his  captain-general,  to 
go  and  lay  fiege  to  it. 

Count  Alexander  of  Trevulce,  who  commanded  for 
his  coufin  the  Countefs,  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Ferrara 
for  fuccour,  who  fent  him  two  gunners  and  a  hundred 
good  companions,  with  whom  went  two  young  gentle- 
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men,  one  of  Dauphiny,  named  Monchenu,  nephew  of 
the  lord  de  Montoifon,  and  the  other  named  Chante- 
merle,  nephew  of  the  lord  du  Lude.  The  good  Knight 
addrefTed  them  at  parting  thus ;  cc  My  fons,  you  are 
<c  going  to  a  lady's  fervice ;  (hew  yourfelves  gentle 
"  warriors  to  deferve  her  favour ;  and  quit  yourfelves 
cc  fb  that  you  may  be  fpoken  of.  The  place  you  are 
Cf  going  to  is  good  and  ftrong  ;  and  if  it  is  befieged, 
"  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  your- 
"  felves  in  defending  it ; "  and  much  other  joyous  dif- 
courfe  did  he  hold  with  them  to  give  them  heart;  and 
then  with  his  company  efcorted  them  to  the  town,  where 
they  had  not  arrived  three  days  before  the  fiege  com- 
menced, and  a  fharp  cannonade  was  kept  up  between 
the  befiegers  and  the  town. 

The  good  Knight,  who  never  {pared  his  money  to 
have  good  intelligence  from  his  fpies,  was  informed 
by  them  that  the  Pope  would  leave  Saint  Felix  the 
next  day,  with  his  cardinals,  bimops,  and  prothono- 
taries,  efcorted  by  a  hundred  horfe,  to  join  his  camp 
before  Mirandola,  and  he  immediately  formed  a  plan 
for  feizing  the  Pope  and  all  his  cardinals,  which  he 
communicated  to  the  Duke  and  the  lord  de  Montoi- 
fon. 

From  Saint  Felix  to  Mirandola  the  diftance  was 
fix  good  miles,  and  on  the  road  were  many  fine  palaces 
which  had  been  abandoned  on  account  of  the  war. 
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During  the  night  the  good  Knight  placed  himfelf  in 
ambum  in  one  of  thefe,  with  a  hundred  picked  men- 
at-arms,  having  requefted  the  Duke  and  the  lord  de 
Montoifon  to  pafs  the  bridge  in  the  morning  with  the 
reft  of  the  cavalry,  and  wait  for  him  about  four  or  five 
miles  from  Ferrara  to  receive  him  in  cafe  of  any  mif- 
hap  or  his  being  purfued. 

The  Pope,  who  was  an  early  rifer,  got  into  his  litter 
at  daybreak  to  go  ftraight  to  his  camp,  and  was  pre- 
ceded by  his  prothonotaries,  clerks  and  officers  of  all 
forts,  to  prepare  his  quarters.  When  the  good  Knight 
heard  them  approach,  he  quitted  his  ambum  and 
charged  them.  They,  terrified,  turned  about  and, 
giving  their  horfes  the  rein,  fled  full  gallop,  crying, 
Alarm  !  Alarm !  But  this  would  not  have  ferved, 
and  the  Pope,  his  cardinals  and  bifhops  would  have 
been  taken  but  for  an  accident  very  fortunate  for  the 
holy  father,  but  moft  unlucky  for  the  good  Knight.  It 
was  this ;  that  the  Pope  in  his  litter  had  not  gone  a 
cannon-mot  from  Saint  Felix  when  there  fell  fuch 
a  fnow-ftorm  as  had  not  been  feen  for  a  century, 
fo  thick  that  they  could  not  fee  one  another.  The 
Cardinal  of  Pavia,  who  was  then  the  Pope's  prime 
minifter,  faid  to  him  ;  cc  Holy  father,  it  is  impoflible 
"  to  crofs  the  country  whilft  this  lafts ;  it  is  necefTary 
<c  and  your  duty  to  return;"  to  which  the  Pope  af- 
fented ;  and  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  as  the  fugitives 
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were  returning,  and  the  good  Knight  {purring  in  pur- 
fuit,  juft  as  he  arrived  at  Saint  Felix,  the  Pope  was 
entering  the  caftle,  who,  hearing  the  cry,  was  fo  fright- 
ened, that  he  leaped  from  his  litter  without  affiftance, 
and  himfelf  helped  to  raife  the  drawbridge  ;  which  was 
•'done  like  a  man  who  had  his  fenfes  about  him,  for 
had  he  tarried  the  faying  of  a  pater  nofter  he  had  been 
caught. 

The  good  Knight  was  much  chagrined  at  his  fail- 
ure, though  it  was  no  fault  of  his,  for  never  was  an 
enterprize  better  concerted.  However,  having  no 
artillery,  and  fearing  left  he  might  be  difcovered  by 
thofe  at  the  camp  who  might  caufe  him  fome  difgrace, 
he  commenced  his  retreat,  having  taken  as  many  pri- 
foners  as  he  chofe,  amongft  whom  were  two  bifhops, 
and  a  number  of  draught  mules  which  his  men  carried 
off.  He  encountered  the  Duke  and  the  lord  de  Mon- 
toifon  at  the  appointed  place,  who  comforted  him  as 
well  as  they  could,  and  they  returned  merrily  to  Fer- 
rara,  having  difmirTed  moft  of  the  prifoners  and  the 
two  bifhops  on  payment  of  a  light  ranfom. 

The  Pope  was  in  a  fever  all  day  from  the  fright  he 
had  had,  and  at  night  fent  for  his  nephew  the  Duke 
d'Urbino,  who  came  with  four  hundred  men-at-arms 
to  efcort  him  to  Mirandola.  He  remained  before  it 
three  weeks,  and  would  never  have  taken  it  but  for  a 
fimilar  accident.  It  fnowed  fo  faft  for  fix  days  and 
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nights  without  ceafing  that  the  fnow  was  five  feet 
deep ;  and  it  then  froze  fo  hard  that  the  moats  of  Mi- 
randola  were  two  feet  thick  of  ice,  and  a  cannon  with 
its  carriage  falling  from  the  edge  of  the  moat  on  the 
ice  did  not  break  it.  Two  wide  breaches  had  been 
made  in  the  walls,  and  the  garrifon,  feeing  no  profpecT:; 
of  relief,  furrendered  upon  terms.  The  Pope  did  not 
condefcend  to  enter  Mirandola  by  the  gate,  but  had  a 
bridge  made  acrofs  the  moat,  over  which  he  pafled, 
and  entered  by  one  of  the  breaches. 

Upon  the  capture  of  Mirandola,  the  Duke,  fearing 
he  mould  be  befieged  in  Ferrara,  broke  up  his  bridge, 
and  retired  to  his  capital,  refolved  to  defend  it  to  the 
laft  day  of  his  life. 


without  Fear  and  without  Reproach.      129 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

How  the  Pope  fent  a  flrong  force  againfl  La  Baftide ; 
and  how  it  was  defeated  by  the  advice  of  the  good 
Knight ;  and  of  the  intrigues  of  the  Pope  and  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara  againfl  each  other. 


ROM  Mirandola  the  Pope  defpatched 
two  Spanifh  commanders  with  two 
hundred  men-at-arms,  and  a  Vene- 
tian captain,  Giovanni  Forte,  with 
five  hundred  light  horfe  and  five  or 
fix  thoufand  foot,  accompanied  by  fix  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery,  to  attack  the  town  of  La  Baftide,  about  five 
and  twenty  miles  from  Ferrara.  He  had  been  advifed 
that  if  this  place  were  once  taken,  Ferrara  would  be 
deprived  of  fupplies,  and  would  be  reduced  by  famine 
in  the  courfe  of  two  months.  When  this  great  force 
arrived  and  commenced  cannonading  the  place,  the 
commandant  of  La  Baftide  was  not  a  little  difmayed ; 
but  he  determined  to  do  his  duty,  and  defpatched  a 
meflenger  by  ftealth  to  the  Duke,  telling  him  that  if  he 
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were  not  relieved  in  twenty-four  hours  it  would  go 
hard  with  him,  for  he  had  but  five-and-twenty  fight- 
ing men. 

The  meflenger  ufed  fuch  diligence  that  he  arrived 
at  Ferrara  in  fix  hours.  The  good  Knight  was  taking 
the  air  at  a  gate  by  which  the  mefTenger  entered,  who 
was  challenged  and  taken  before  him.  When  he  had 
heard  his  tale,  he  took  him  ftraight  to  the  Duke,  who 
with  the  lord  de  Montoifon,  was  on  his  mule  in  the 
market  place,  difcufling  their  affairs.  When  the  Duke 
had  heard  the  man's  ftory  and  was  reading  the  letter 
of  the  commandant,  he  was  obferved  to  turn  pale, 
and  his  colour  came  and  went.  When  he  had  finifh- 
ed  the  reading,  he  fhrugged  his  moulders,  and  ex- 
claimed, cc  If  I  lofe  La  Baftide,  I  may  as  well  abandon 
cc  Ferrara,  and  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can  be  relieved 
cc  within  the  time  here  fpecified  ;  for  he  requires  fuc- 
"  cour  in  the  courfe  of  to-morrow,  and  it  is  impoffi- 
"  ble."  "  Why  fo  ?"  afked  the  lord  de  Montoifon. 
"  Becaufe"  faid  the  Duke,  <c  it  is  twenty  five  miles 
<c  from  this ;  and  moreover  one  muft  march  by  a  road 
cc  where  it  is  neCeflary  to  go  in  fingle  file  for  the  fpace 
cc  of  half  a  mile  ;  and  if  our  enemies  fhould  befmade 
acquainted  with  a  pafs  there  is  on  that  route,  twenty 
men  might  flop  the  pafTage  often  thoufand.  How- 
ever I  think  they  are  ignorant  of  it." 
When  the  good  Knight  faw  the  Duke  fo  dif- 
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heartened,  and  not  without  caufe,  he  faid  cc  My  lord, 
"  when  it  is  a  matter  of  little  confequence,  we  may 
cc  leave  Fortune  to  herfelf,  but  when  it  is  a  queftion  of 
cc  our  deftrudtion,  we  muft  provide  againft  it  by  all  the 
Cf  means  in  our  power.  You  have  in  this  town  fome 
"  five  thoufand  infantry,  all  gentle  companions  and 
cc  well  trained  in  war.  Let  us  fend  two  thoufand 
cc  of  them  and  captain  Jacob's  eight  hundred  Swifs  in 
"  boats  to  the  pafs  you  mention;  for  you  are  ftill 
"  mailer  of  the  Po  as  far  as  Argente.  The  men-at- 
"  arms  will  march  thither  all  night  fo  as  to  arrive  there 
cc  at  day  break.  If  they  are  firft,  they  will  feize  the 
"  pafs,  and  there  we  will  rejoin  each  other.  There 
"  are  fcarcely  three  miles  from  that  place  to  La  Baftide. 
"  The  enemy  will  never  dream  of  our  enterprize  ;  we 
"  will  attack  them  before  they  can  form  in  order  of 
"  battle,  and  my  heart  tells  me  we  mall  be  fuccefsful." 
The  Duke  was  enchanted.  cc  By  my  faith,  my  lord 
"  de  Bayard"  faid  he,  "  nothing  is  impoffible  to  you ; 
"  and  upon  my  honour,  I  doubt  not  we  mall  give  a 
cc  good  account  of  our  enemies,  if  thefe  gentlemen  are 
"  of  your  opinion ; — And  (taking  offhis  hat)  I  earneftly 
"  entreat  them  to  aflent."  The  lord  de  Montoifon  re- 
plied, "  My  lord,  it  is  not  for  us  to  require  your  en- 
cc  treaties ;  we  will  do  what  you  command,  for  fuch 
"  are  the  king  our  matter's  inftructions."  The  lord  de 
Lude  and  captain  Fontrailles  faid  the  fame.  The  cap- 
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tains  of  infantry  were  fent  for,  and  the  fcheme  com- 
municated to  them,  which  was  like  tranflating  them 
to  paradife.  The  boats  were  prepared  without  any 
noife,  for  there  were  plenty  of  ftout  papalifts  in  the 
town  ;  and  the  infantry  were  embarked  with  good  and 
trufty  boatmen. 

The  cavalry  with  the  Duke  in  perfon  fet  out  at 
nightfall  with  good  guides,  and  though  the  weather 
was  very  tempeftuous,  they  arrived  at  the  pafs  half  an 
hour  before  daybreak,  and  to  their  great  joy  found  it 
unoccupied.  In  another  half  hour  the  infantry  arrived, 
and  they  then  proceeded  over  this  pafs,  which  was  fo  nar- 
row a  bridge  over  a  deep  canal  between  the  Po  and  La 
Baftide  that  only  one  man-at-arms  could  crofs  at  a  time. 
They  were  a  full  hour  in  patting,  fo  that  it  was  clear 
daylight ;  at  which  the  Duke  was  uneafy,  and  hearing 
no  firing  thought  the  place  muft  have  been  taken. 
But  whilft  he  was  fpeaking  to  the  French  captains, 
they  heard  to  their  great  fatisfaction  three  cannon 
fhots  in  fucceffion. 

The  good  Knight  addrefled  them  thus  ;  cc  Gentle- 
"  men,  I  have  always  heard  that  he  who  defpifes  his 
<c  enemy  is  a  fool ;  we  are  clofe  to  ours,  and  they  are 
"  three  to  one.  If  they  knew  what  we  were  about  we 
"  mould  have  plenty  of  work  on  our  hands ;  for  they 
"  have  artillery  and  we  none  ;  befides  that  they  are  the 
"  flower  of  the  Pope's  army.  I  mould  advife  that 
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"  the  baftard  du  Fay  my  guidon,  who  underftands 
"  thefe  things,  fhould  give  them  an  alarm  with  fome 
"  fifteen  or  twenty  horfe  from  the  quarter  whence  the 
"  enemy  came  ;  and  that  he  mould  be  fupported  at  the 
cc  diftance  of  a  bow-mot  by  captain  Pierrepoint  with  a 
"  hundred  men-at-arms  and  captain  Jacob  with  his 
"  Swifs.  You  my  lord,  and  the  lord  de  Montoifon, 
"  my  comrades  and  myfelf  will  go  direct  to  their  po- 
"  fition.  We  mall  thus  enclofe  them  ;  and  they  will 
cc  be  fo  furprized  they  will  not  know  what  to  do,  for 
"  they  will  think  us  three  times  more  numerous  than 
"  we  are  ;  and  to  confirm  them  in  this  notion  let  all 

»"  our  trumpets  found  when  we  attack  them." 
Now  the  good  Knight  was  a  true  chronicle  of  bat- 
tles, wherefore  from  his  great  experience  every  one  re- 
fpected  his  opinion.  His  plan  was  immediately  put  in 
execution.  The  baftard  du  Fay  fuddenly  furprized  the 
camp  with  a  warm  alarm.  The  enemy  began  to  arm 
and  mount  to  repel  him  ;  but  when  they  had  driven  him 
back  two  hundred  paces,  they  were  encountered  by  cap- 
tain Pierrepoint,  who  charged  them  fiercely  and  gave 
them  a  fevere  check.  Their  infantry  began  to  form, 
and  had  they  accomplished  doing  fo,  it  had  been  from 
their  great  numbers  a  deadly  and  dangerous  combat  for 
the  Ferrarefe  ;  but  the  Swifs  attacked  them  when  about 
five  or  fix  thoufand  had  formed.  The  Swifs  were  fevere- 
ly  repulfed  ;  and  would  have  been  broken,  had  not  the 
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men-at-arms  fuccoured  them  by  charging  the  enemy 
in  flank.  Meanwhile  arrived  the  Duke,  the  lords  de 
Montoifon,  de  Lude  and  de  Fontrailles  and  the  good 
Knight  with  their  cavalry  and  two  thoufand  foot,  who 
attacked  them  in  rear  and  threw  them  into  confufion. 
Fontrailles  and  the  good  Knight  perceiving  a  body  of 
three  or  four  hundred  horfe  attempting  to  rally,  collect- 
ed their  men,  and  crying  France  I  France  I  the  Duke  I 
the  Duke !  charged  them  fo  furioufly  that  moft  were 
borne  to  the  earth. 

The  enemy  fought  for  a  good  hour;  but  at  laft 
loft  the  field,  and  took  to  flight.  The  Duke  and  the 
French  made  a  great  flaughter  of  them ;  for  there 
were  flain  between  four  and  five  thoufand  foot,  and 
above  fixty  men-at-arms ;  and  more  than  three  hun- 
dred horfes  were  taken,  together  with  all  their  baggage 
and  artillery ;  fo  that  every  one  had  difficulty  in  car- 
rying off  his  booty.  I  know  not  how  chroniclers  and 
hiftorians  have  elfewhere  fpoken  of  this  battle  of  La 
Baftide,  but  there  had  not  for  a  hundred  years  been 
one  better  fought  nor  at  fo  great  hazard.  However 
the  rifk  muft  needs  have  been  incurred,  or  the  Duke 
and  the  French  were  loft.  They  returned  in  triumph 
to  the  town  and  were  received  with  great  applaufe ; 
particularly  by  the  good  Duchefs,  who  was  a  pearl 
among  ladies ;  and  gave  them  daily  banquets  and  en- 
tertainments in  the  Italian  ftyle.  One  may  venture 
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to  fay  that  there  was  not  a  princefs  of  her  time  more 
beautiful,  good,  fweet  and  courteous.  She  {poke 
Spanim,  Greek,  Italian  and  French,  and  very  tolerable 
Latin,  and  compofed  in  all  thefe  languages ;  and  it  is 
certain  that,  bold  and  wife  a  prince  as  her  hufband  was, 
he  was  indebted  to  his  lady's  gracioufnefs  for  many 
great  fervices  that  were  rendered  him. 

When  the  Pope  heard  of  the  defeat  of  his  troops 
at  La  Baftide,  he  fwore  to  be  revenged,  and  would 
have  forthwith  befieged  Ferrara,  but  was  difluaded  by 
his  captains  and  particularly  the  Duke  d'Urbino,  who 
would  willingly  have  had  him  friends  with  the  King 
of  France.  They  reprefented  to  him  the  difficulty 
and  danger  of  fuch  an  enterprife,  and  could  fcarcely 
prevail  with  him ;  for  he  repeated  a  hundred  times  a 
day,  "  Ferrara !  Ferrara  I  I  will  have  thee  by  the 
body  of  Chrifl  ! "  Failing  in  his  attempts  to  carry  on  a 
correspondence  with  his  partizans  in  the  town,  and  fix 
or  feven  of  his  {pies  having  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
Duke  and  the  good  Knight  been  feized  and  hanged, 
he  bethought  him  of  an  atrocious  fcheme.  This  was 
to  make  overtures  to  the  Duke,  promifing  to  give  one 
of  his  nieces  in  marriage  to  the  Duke's  eldeft  fon,  to 
forego  all  his  claims,  and  moreover  to  make  him  the 
facred  ftandard  bearer  and  captain  general  of  the 
Church,  provided  he  would  fend  away  the  French 
troops.  He  thought  that  if  this  were  done,  the  French 
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on  leaving  Ferrara  would  be  at  his  mercy  ;  and  vowed 
that  not  one  of  them  mould  efcape.  He  employed 
as  his  mefTenger  to  the  Duke  one  matter  Auguftin 
Guerlo,  a  great  adept  in  intrigue  and  treachery,  but 
who  fuffered  for  it  at  laft,  for  the  lord  d'Aubigny  fome 
time  afterwards  had  him  beheaded  at  Brefcia  where  he 
was  practicing  his  treafon  againft  him. 

The  Duke  liftened  to  his  propofals  and  affected  to 
enter  into  the  Pope's  views,  though  he  had  too  noble 
and  gentle  a  heart,  and  had  rather  have  been  torn  in 
pieces  by  four  horfes,  than  even  have  thought  of  con- 
fenting  to  fuch  cowardly  treachery.  Having  ordered 
refrefhments  for  mafter  Auguftin  and  locked  him  up 
in  a  room  of  the  palace,  he  went  attended  by  a  fingle 
gentleman  to  the  quarters  of  the  good  Knight,  and 
related  the  whole  matter  to  him.  The  good  Knight 
crofTed  himfelf  frequently,  and  would  with  difficulty 
believe  that  the  Pope  could  entertain  fo  wicked  a 
defign. 

After  confulting  together  they  agreed  that  the  Duke 
fhould  return  to  mafter  Auguftin,  and  endeavour  to 
win  him  over  from  the  interefts  of  the  Pope  to  their 
own  party.  The  vile  avaricious  villain  was  foon 
gained  over  by  the  Duke's  reprefentations  and  pro- 
mifes,  and  a  bargain  was  ftruck,  that  the  Duke  fhould 
give  him  two  thoufand  ducats  down  and  an  annuity 
of  five  hundred. 
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The  Duke  then  left  the  room,  and  returned  to  the 
good  Knight  who  was  amufing  himfelf  on  the  ram- 
parts in  making  them  clear  an  embrafure.  Seeing  the 
Duke  approach  he  went  to  meet  him,  and  taking  him 
by  the  hand,  they  walked  afide  on  the  ramparts,  while 
the  Duke  informed  him  that  the  Pope's  wicked  inten- 
tions towards  the  French  would  recoil  on  himfelf,  for 
that  he  had  gained  over  his  emiflary,  who  had  afTured 
him  that  within  eight  days  at  furtheft  the  Pope  would 
not  be  alive.  The  good  Knight  who  had  no  idea  of 
his  meaning,  replied,  "  How  fo,  my  lord;  has  he 
"  fpoken  with  God  ?"  «  Never  mind,"  faid  the  Duke, 
"  but  fb  it  will  be ; "  and  from  one  thing  to  another 
he  proceeded  to  intimate  that  matter  Auguftin  had 
promifed  him  to  poifon  the  Pope.  At  thefe  words  the 
good  Knight  crofTed  himfelf  repeatedly,  and  faid, 
"  Oh !  my  lord,  I  never  will  believe  that  fo  gentle  a 
"  prince  as  you  would  confent  to  fuch  treachery ;  and 
"  did  I  know  it,  I  fwear  by  my  foul  I  would  inform 
cc  the  Pope  before  night ;  for  I  believe  that  God 
"  would  never  pardon  fo  horrible  a  crime." — cc  Why" 
faid  the  Duke,  "  he  wanted  to  do  as  much  to  you 
"  and  me ;  and  you  know  we  have  already  hung  feven 
"  or  eight  ipies." — cc  That  troubles  me  not"  replied  the 
good  Knight ;  cc  he  is  the  vicegerent  of  God  upon 
cc  earth ;  and  to  caufe  his  death  in  this  manner,  I  never 
"  will  confent."  The  Duke  fhrugged  his  fhoulders, 
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and  fpitting  on  the  ground,  faid ;  cc  S'death !  my  lord 
<c  de  Bayard,  I  would  have  deftroyed  all  mine  enemies 
cc  thus :  but  fince  you  difapprove,  the  matter  mall 
cc  reft  where  it  is ;  but,  unlefs  God  mend  it,  we  mall 
cc  fuffer  for  it."—"  Let  us  fuffer  for  it"  replied  the 
good  Knight,  "  if  fuch  be  God's  will ;  but  I  pray  you 
"  my  lord,  hand  me  over  the  fellow  who  would  do 
cc  this  deed ;  and  if  I  do  not  hang  him  within  an  hour, 
cc  may  I  hang  in  his  place." — "  No,  my  lord  de  Bay- 
ard," anfwered  the  Duke,  Cf  I  have  promifed  to  fend 
"  him  away  in  fafety."  This  he  did  on  his  return  to 
the  palace ;  and  the  Pope,  very  wroth  at  being  unable 
to  fucceed  in  his  fchemes,  retired  foon  after  to  Bologna 
and  quartered  his  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Modena.  Within  two  years  after,  his  army  fuftained 
a  fignal  defeat  at  Bologna  from  a  French  army  com- 
manded by  the  lord  Jean  Jacques ;  who  declared  that 
under  God,  the  victory  was  due  to  the  good  Knight. 


'without  Fear  and  without  Reproach.      139 


CHAPTER   XVIII. 

Of  many  things  which  happened  in  Italy  in  the  courfe 
of  two  years ;  and  how  two  Spaniards  fought  a  duel 
a  routrance  in  the  town  of  Ferrara. 

INCE  this  book  profefles  to  be  a  hit 
tory  only  of  the  virtues  and  atchieve- 
ments  of  the  good  Knight,  I  muft 
pafs  over  many  things  not  necefTary 
to  be  detailed ;  as  the  death  by 
fever,  foon  after  the  battle  of  La  Baftide,  of  the  lord 
de  Montoifon,  who  was  a  great  lofs  to  France,  and 
much  lamented  by  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Ferrara, 
as  well  as  by  the  good  Knight  and  all  the  French  gen- 
tlemen. But  death  is  a  matter  for  which  there  is  no 
remedy.  Nor  can  I  detail  the  expedition  of  the  Duke 
of  Lorraine  and  the  good  Knight,  to  whom  the  King 
of  France  had  given  the  command  of  a  hundred  men- 
at-arms,  to  retake  Goritz  and  Gradifca,  on  the  confines 
of  Sclavonia,  from  the  Venetians,  and  reftore  them  to 
the  Emperor.  Nor  the  unfortunate  expedition  into 
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Fryol  of  the  lord  de  La  PalifTe,  whom  the  King  of 
France  had  fent  with  twelve  hundred  men-at-arms  and 
eight  thoufand  foot  to  the  Emperor's  afliftance,  in  which 
they  loft,  from  want  of  bread  and  wine,  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries,  and  through  the  mifconduct  of  the  Emperor's 
people,  more  than  four  thoufand  infantry  and  a  hun- 
dred men-at-arms. 

About  this  time  died  the  good  lord  de  Chaumont, 
that  gentle  knight  who  had  fo  long  been  the  King  of 
France's  lieutenant-general  in  Lombardy,  and  had  fo 
well  kept  it  for  his  mafter.  He  had  been  previoufly 
fucceeded  in  his  command  by  the  noble  Duke  de  Ne- 
mours, Gafton  de  Foix,  who  went  to  vifit  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs  of  Ferrara,  by  whom  he  was  received 
with  great  joy  and  much  feted  after  the  manner  of 
the  country ;  for  the  gentle  Duchefs  underftood  well 
the  manner  of  it. 

The  very  day  of  his  arrival  the  Baron  de  Beam  in- 
formed him  that  if  he  would,  he  might  enjoy  the  paf- 
time  of  feeing  a  mortal  combat  between  two  Spaniards, 
of  whom  the  one  was  called  the  captain  Saint  Croix,  and 
had  been  a  colonel  in  the  Pope's  infantry ;  and  the 
other  the  lord  Azevedo,  who  had  alfo  had  a  command 
in  the  fame  corps.  The  occafion  of  their  fighting  was, 
that  Azevedo  alleged  that  the  captain  Saint  Croix  had 
intended  to  aflaflinate  him  wickedly  and  treacheroufly ; 
and  he  challenged  him  upon  it ;  the  other  replied  that 
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he  lied,  and  accepted  the  challenge.  Wherefore  Aze- 
vedo  came  to  Ferrara  to  prefent  himfelf  to  the  Duke 
de  Nemours,  and  requeft  he  would  give  him  a  field  of 
combat,  which  he  did  when  the  Baron  de  Beam  had 
introduced  him.  When  Azevedo  was  aflured  of  his 
field,  he  forthwith  fent  to  his  enemy  Saint  Croix,  who 
did  not  tarry  long.  Meanwhile  the  field  of  combat 
was  prepared  before  the  palace.-  Saint  Croix  arrived 
well  accompanied,  for  he  had  with  him  full  one  hun- 
dred horfe,  whofe  chief,  whom  he  had  chofen  for  his 
fponfor,  was  Don  Pedro  de  Coignes,  knight  of  Rhodes 
and  prior  of  Meflina.  There  were  with  him  alfo  Don 
Francis  de  Beaumont,  who  fhortly  before  had  left  the 
fervice  of  the  King  of  France,  and  others.  Two  days 
after  his  arrival  he  demanded  to  bring  the  matter  to 
ifTue  in  a  trial  of  arms. 

They  entered  the  field  one  Tuefday  about  an  hour 
after  mid-day.  Firft  appeared  the  challenger,  Aze- 
vedo, with  the  lord  Frederic  de  Bazolo,  whom  he 
had  chofen  for  his  fponfor.  As  he  did  not  yet  know 
how  or  with  what  arms  his  enemy  chofe  to  fight,  he 
was  provided,  like  a  well-advifed  man,  with  every 
thing  neceflary  for  a  man-at-arms,  whether  on  horfe- 
back  or  on  foot,  in  every  poflible  way  in  which  fight- 
ing could  be  imagined.  Shortly  after  his  entrance  the 
Prior  of  Mefllna  came  towards  him,  carrying  two  fe- 
crettes,  two  very  fharp  rapiers,  and  two  daggers,  which 


142  The  GOOD  KNIGHT 

he  prefented  to  the  lord  Azevedo  to  choofe  from  ; 
who  took  what  fuited  him. 

Afterwards  Saint  Croix  entered  the  field.  Both 
knelt  down  and  made  their  orifbns  to  God.  They 
were  then  felt  over  by  the  fponfors  to  afcertain  that 
they  had  no  armour  under  their  garments.  This 
done,  every  one  voided  the  field  except  the  two  com- 
batants, the  two  fponfors,  and  the  good  Knight ;  who, 
to  honour  him  the  more,  and  becaufe  no  one  was  better 
acquainted  with  fuch  matters,  was  appointed  by  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara  mafter  and  keeper  of  the  field. 

The  herald  then  proclaimed,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes, 
that  no  one  mould  make  any  fign,  by  fpitting,  cough- 
ing, or  otherwife,  by  which  any  intimation  might  be 
conveyed  to  either  of  the  combatants.  They  then 
advanced  towards  each  other.  Azevedo  held  his  ra- 
pier in  his  right  hand,  and  his  dagger  in  his  left ;  but 
Saint  Croix  iheathed  his  dagger,  and  held  only  his 
rapier.  You  may  fuppofe  it  was  a  very  mortal  com- 
bat, for  they  had  no  armour  to  protect  them.  They 
delivered  many  wary  blows  ;  for  each  had  a  firm  foot 
and  good  eye ;  and  much  thefe  were  needed.  At 
length  Saint  Croix  dealt  a  dangerous  blow  ftraight  at 
the  face,  which  Azevedo  fkilfully  parried  with  his  ra- 
pier ;  and  his  own  weapon  in  its  defcent  cut  his  adver- 
fary's  thigh  to  the  bone,  and  the  blood  incontinently 
burft  forth  in  great  quantity.  Saint  Croix  attempted 
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to  advance  to  avenge  himfelf,  but  fell ;  upon  which 
Azevedo  exultingly  approached  him,  faying  in  his 
language,  cc  Yield  thee,  Saint  Croix,  or  I  will  flay 
"  thee."  But  the  other,  fitting  up  and  holding  his 
fword  in  his  hand,  exclaimed  that  he  would  rather  die 
than  yield.  Azevedo  thereupon  faid,  <c  Rife  then, 
"  Saint  Croix  ;  I  will  not  ftrike  thee  thus."  And  in 
truth  it  was  dangerous,  as  having  to  do  with  a  defpe- 
rate  man.  With  the  ftout  heart  he  had,  Saint  Croix 
raifed  himfelf  and  made  two  fteps  in  advance,  think- 
ing to  run  his  adverfary  through ;  who  retreated  a 
ftep,  beating  down  his  thruft. 

Saint  Croix  fell  a  fecond  time,  forward  on  his  face  ; 
and  Azevedo  had  his  fword  raifed  to  ftrike  off  his 
head,  which  he  might  well  have  done  if  he  chofe,  but 
he  retired  his  blow.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  Saint 
Croix  would  not  yield.  The  Duchefs  of  Ferrara,  who 
was  with  the  gentle  Duke  de  Nemours,  befought  him 
with  clafped  hands  to  feparate  them.  He  replied, 
cc  Madam,  I  would  readily  do  fo  for  love  of  you,  but 
c<  in  honour  I  neither  can  nor  ought  to  afk  anything  of 
cc  the  conqueror  againft  reafbn."  Saint  Croix  was  faft 
bleeding  to  death,  when  the  Prior  of  Meflina,  his 
fponfor,  advanced  to  Azevedo,  faying,  fc  Lord  Aze- 
<c  vedo,  I  know  well  the  heart  of  captain  Saint  Croix, 
Cc  that  he  would  die  rather  than  yield  ;  but  feeing  his 
"  ftate  admits  of  no  alternative,  I  yield  myfelf  for 
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<c  him."  Thus  Azevedo  remained  vi&or,  and  kneel- 
ing down,  very  humbly  returned  thanks  to  our  Lord. 
A  furgeon  forthwith  came  and  (ranched  Saint  Croix's 
wound;  and  his  people,  lifting  him  up,  carried  him 
out  of  the  field  with  his  arms,  which  Azevedo  fent 
to  demand  ;  but  they  would  not  give  them  up.  He 
came  to  complain  to  the  Duke  of  Ferrara ;  and  the 
good  Knight  was  charged  to  go  and  tell  Saint  Croix 
that  if  he  would  not  yield  his  arms  as  conquered,  the 
Duke  would  have  him  carried  back  to  the  field,  where 
his  wound  fhould  be  re-opened,  and  would  put  him  in 
the  fame  flate  in  which  his  enemy  had  left  him  when 
his  fponfor  had  yielded  for  him.  When  he  faw  him- 
felf  compelled,  he  gave  up  his  arms  to  the  good  Knight, 
who,  as  right  required,  delivered  them  to  the  lord 
Azevedo,  who  with  trumpets  and  clarions  was  con- 
ducted to  the  quarters  of  the  Duke  de  Nemours. 
Great  honour  was  fhewn  him  ;  but  he  requited  it  ill  to 
the  French,  which  was  a  great  difgrace  to  him. 

Shortly  before  this  another  combat  had  taken  place 
at  Parma  between  two  other  Spaniards,  who  fought  on 
horfeback,  with  rapier  and  dagger,  and  three  darts  in 
their  hands,  and  a  target ;  when  the  fnow  was  fo  deep 
that  it  was  piled  up  for  a  barrier.  But  of  this  I  cannot 
{peak  more  particularly. 

Soon  after  thefe  events  the  noble  Duke  de  Nemours, 
learning  that  the  Spaniards  were  threatening  to  befiege 
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Bologna,  afTembled  his  troops  at  Fynal  near  Ferrara, 
and  himfelf  with  the  greater  part  of  his  captains,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  whom  he  moft  loved  and  trufted,  {pent  two 
days  at  a  little  town  called  Carpia.  Here  they  flipped 
with  the  lord  of  the  place  Count  Albert  Mirandula, 
and  in  their  converfation  mention  was  made  of  an 
aftrologer,  who  difplayed  a  marvellous  knowledge 
both  of  paft  and  future  events.  Nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain than  that  all  true  chriftians  fhould  hold  that  God 
alone  knows  the  future  ;  but  this  aftrologer  of  Carpia 
foretold  fo  many  things  to  fo  many  forts  of  people, 
which  afterwards  came  to  pafs,  that  he  fet  all  the  world 
a  muting. 

The  gentle  Duke  de  Nemours,  with  the  appetite 
which  young  people  have  for  what  is  new  and  mar- 
vellous, prayed  the  Count  to  fend  for  him,  which  he 
immediately  did.  He  proved  to  be  about  fixty  years 
of  age,  fpare  of  form  and  of  an  average  height.  The 
Duke  mewed  him  his  hand  and  afked  him  what  it  por- 
tended; and  he  made  a  fair  reply.  Amongft  other 
things  the  Duke  afked  him  if  the  Viceroy  of  Naples 
and  the  Spaniards  would  flay  and  give  battle.  He 
anfwered  that  they  would,  and  that  the  battle  would 
take  place  either  on  Good  Friday  or  Eafter  Day,  and 
would  be  very  fevere.  He  was  afked  who  would  be 
victorious ;  his  anfwer  was  in  thefe  words  ;  c<  The 
"  French  will  remain  matters  of  the  field,  and  the 
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"  Spaniards  will  fuffer  the  heavieft  lofs  they  have  ex- 
c<  perienced  thefe  hundred  years  ;  but  the  French  will 
cc  gain  but  little,  for  they  will  lofe  fo  many  good  and 
cc  honourable  men  as  will  be  to  their  great  damage." 
He  fpoke  marvels.  The  lord  de  La  Palifle  aiked  him 
if  he  fhould  fall  at  this  battle.  He  anfwered,  no; 
that  he  would  live  at  leaft  a  dozen  years  longer,  but 
that  he  would  die  in  another  battle.  He  faid  much 
the  fame  to  the  lord  d'Hymbercourt,  and  told  the  cap- 
tain Richebourg  that  he  would  be  in  great  danger  of 
being  killed  by  lightning.  In  fhort  there  was  fcarcely 
one  of  the  company  who  did  not  inquire  his  deftiny. 

The  good  Knight  treated  the  matter  as  a  jeft,  but 
the  gentle  Duke  de  Nemours  prayed  him  to  afk  what 
would  befall  him.  He  replied  cc  I  ought  not,  for  I  am 
cc  fure  it  will  be  no  great  matter ;  but  if  you  defire  it, 
"  I  will ;"  and  he  afked  the  aftrologer  if  he  mould  ever 
be  a  great  and  rich  man.  He  anfwered ;  "  You  will 
"  be  rich  in  honour  and  virtue,  as  ever  was  captain  in 
f<  France ;  but  fortune's  favours  you  will  not  enjoy, 
"  nor  do  you  feek  them.  You  will  ferve  another  king 
"  of  France  after  him  you  now  ferve,  who  will  love 
"  and  efteem  you  much  ;  but  envious  men  will  prevent 
"  his  conferring  on  you  great  favours,  or  the  honours 
cc  you  deferve ;  but  be  always  aflured  that  the  fault 
cc  will  not  be  his."  <c  And  mall  I  efcape  from  this 
"  battle,  which  you  fay  will  be  fo  fatal  ?"  "  Yes,  but 
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cc  you  will  die  in  war,  within  a  dozen  years  at  furtheft  ; 
"  and  will  be  killed  by  fire  arms,  for  otherwife  you 
cc  would  not  fo  end  your  days ;  for  you  are  too  much 
"  beloved  by  thofe  under  your  command  for  them  not 
cc  to  facrifice  their  lives  rather  than  leave  you  in  peril." 
Obferving  that  the  Duke  de  Nemours  made  much 
of  the  lord  de  La  Palifle  and  the  good  Knight,  he  drew 
them  both  afide,  and  faid  to  them  in  Italian  ;  cc  Gentle- 
<c  men,  I  plainly  fee  that  you  love  this  gentle  Prince, 
"  your  chief;  and  he  well  deferves  it.  Look  to  him 
<c  on  the  day  of  battle,  for  his  deftiny  threatens  that 
cc  he  mall  fall  in  it.  If  he  efcapes,  he  will  be  one  of  the 
cc  greateft  and  moft  exalted  perfonages  that  ever  came 
cc  out  of  France ;  but  it  will  fcarcely  be  that  he  will 
cc  efcape.  And  look  well  to  it,  for  may  I  lofe  my  head 
cc  if  ever  man  were  in  fuch  hazard  of  death  as  he  will 
"  be."  Alas  !  curfed  be  the  hour  in  which  he  fpoke 
fo  truly  !  The  Duke  afked  them  fmiling  what  he  was 
faying  to  them,  but  the  good  Knight  made  a  jefting 
reply  and  avoided  anfwering  his  queftion. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

How  mafter  Andrea  Gritti,  providador  general  of  the 
Signory  of  Venice  got  pojfejfion  of  the  town  of  Brefcia ; 
and  how  it  was  again  recaptured  by  the  Duke  de  Ne- 
mours ;  and  how  the  good  Knight  was  wounded  almofl 
to  death. 

|OT  long  after  this  the  Duke  fet  out 
from  Fynal  and  marched  to  the  re- 
lief of  Bologna,  though  it  was  in 
the  middle  of  winter  and  the  roads 
nearly  impafTable,  and  compelled  the 
Spaniards  to  raife  the  liege. 

Meanwhile  the  Venetians  were  trying  every  means 
to  regain  pofleflion  of  the  town  of  Brefcia,  which  is  one 
of  the  ftrongeft  and  fineft  cities  in  Europe,  and  fup- 
plied  with  all  manner  of  provifions  requifite  to  fuftain 
nature.  Within  it  ipring  fo  many  beautiful  fountains 
that  it  is  a  real  earthly  paradife.  Three  valleys  running 
between  the  mountains  unite  there  ;  of  which  one 
comes  from  Germany,  and  the  two  others  from  be- 
tween Fryol  and  Venice ;  and  by  one  of  thefe  three 
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the  town  can  always  be  fuccoured.  It  was  garrifoned 
by  the  King  of  France's  people,  the  lord  de  Lude 
being  governor,  and  a  gentleman  named  Herigois  cap- 
tain of  the  caftle. 

It  was  not  without  reafon  that  the  Venetians  were 
anxious  to  retake  it,  for  thence  they  could  ftarve  thofe 
in  Verona,  and  keep  in  check  any  party  fallying  from 
Milan  to  its  relief.  But  they  could  not  fucceed  with- 
out having  an  understanding  with  fome  great  perfon  in 
the  town;  and  although  the  inhabitants  were  true  to 
St.  Mark,  no  one  dared  encounter  the  rifk,  becaufe  the 
late  lord  de  Conty  and  the  good  Knight  had  before  be- 
headed one  of  the  greateft  note  and  family  in  the  place, 
the  Count  John  Maria  de  Martinango,  who  had  been 
chief  in  a  plot  to  furprife  them;  and  many  of  the 
others  were  imprifoned  in  France. 

However  the  devil,  the  enemy  of  all  human  peace, 
ufed  his  {kill  to  fow  a  diflenfion  in  the  town  between 
the  two  great  houfes  of  Gambre  and  Advogadre ;  the 
former  of  which  was  moft  favoured  by  the  French. 

One  day  a  quarrel  arofe  between  two  of  the  children 
of  the  Count  de  Gambre  and  the  Count  Louis  Advo- 
gadre, in  which  the  fon  of  the  latter  was  ferioufly 
wounded.  His  father,  unable  to  obtain  juft  reparation 
from  the  French  authorities,  determined  to  be  revenged ; 
and  under  pretence  of  vifiting  an  eftate,  came  to  Venice 
and  proffered  his  fervices  to  the  Duke  and  council,  by 
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whom  we  need  not  afk  if  they  were  joyfully  accepted. 
He  was  feted  for  three  or  four  days  like  a  king,  and 
was  promifed  that  matter  Andrea  Gritti  mould  appear 
before  the  town  with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  men-of- 
war,  befides  the  peafants  who  would  come  down  from 
the  mountains ;  and  meanwhile  he  was  to  gain  over 
the  townfpeople  and  make  his  preparations. 

Five  or  fix  days  afterwards  the  Venetians  arrived 
one  morning  at  daybreak  at  one  of  the  gates,  which 
they  found  well  fupplied  with  men  to  defend  it,  for 
the  lord  de  Lude  kept  good  watch.  The  alarm  was 
founded ;  but  whilft  they  were  keeping  the  French  in 
play  at  the  gate,  a  party  of  the  enemy  broke  certain 
iron  gratings  through  which  pafTed  the  drainage  of 
the  town,  and  entered  crying,  St.  Mark  !  St.  Mark  ! 
whereupon  Advogadre  and  all  who  were  of  his  faction 
rofe,  and  the  whole  town  was  in  arms.  When  the 
poor  lord  de  Lude  faw  himfelf  betrayed,  he  founded 
the  retreat  and  retired  as  beft  he  could  to  the  cattle ; 
but  he  was  forced  to  abandon  all  his  horfes,  harnefs  and 
accoutrements.  The  Countefs  de  Gambre,  who  was  a 
French  woman,  and  all  who  were  of  the  King  of  France's 
party  efcaped  thither  alfo ;  and  meanwhile  matter  An- 
drea Gritti  was  admitted  into  the  town.  All  the  French 
who  were  found  there  were  cut  to  pieces  without  giving 
quarter  to  a  fingle  one,  which  was  a  grievous  pity ; 
but  they  repaid  it  afterwards,  as  you  mail  hear. 
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The  firft  thing  Advogadre  did  was  to  demolifh  the 
houfes  of  the  Gambre  faction.  Matter  Andrea  Gritti, 
knowing  that  it  was  of  little  avail  to  have  the  town  un- 
lefs  he  had  the  caftle  alfo,  fent  a  trumpet  to  fummon  it ; 
but  he  loft  his  labour,  for  it  was  too  well  garrifoned 
with  gallant  chivalry.  However  provifions  would 
have  failed  the  garrifon,  and  the  place  was  fo  furiqufly 
cannonaded  that  a  large  breach  was  made.  Befides 
which  Andrea  Gritti  had  two  engines  like  cranes 
made  in  an  incredibly  fhort  fpace  of  time  to  approach 
the  wall,  each  of  which  carried  full  a  hundred  men 
abreaft ;  in  fhort  he  did  all  that  was  poffible  to  take  the 
caftle. 

The  lord  de  Lude  and  captain  Herigois  defpatched 
a  meffenger  to  the  Duke  de  Nemours  to  tell  him  of 
their  mifhap,  and  moreover  that  if  they  were  not  re- 
lieved within  eight  days,  they  were  loft.  Though  all 
the  pafTes  were  guarded,  the  meffenger  contrived  to 
efcape,  and  made  fuch  good  fpeed,  that  he  arrived  at 
Bologna  the  very  day  that  the  gentle  Duke  had  raifed 
the  fiege  and  relieved  the  town  with  men  and  provifions. 
The  good  Prince  was  much  difconcerted  at  hearing  the 
danger  of  Brefcia ;  for  next  to  the  caftle  of  Milan,  it 
was  the  moft  important  place  the  French  had  in  Italy. 
He  aflembled  all  his  captains,  and  it  was  concluded  to 
fet  out  forthwith  to  the  relief  of  the  caftle. 

Advancing  by  forced  marches  the  French  encoun- 
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tered  and  defeated  a  Venetian  captain  who  had  been 
fent  to  intercept  them,  and  fucceeded  in  entering  the 
caftle  of  Brefcia ;  and  the  Duke  without  delay  called 
together  the  captains  to  determine  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  town  was  defended  by  about  eight  thoufand 
regular  troops  and  twelve  or  fourteen  thoufand  pea- 
fants  ;  whilft  the  French  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
twelve  thoufand  righting  men ;  for  a  considerable  part 
of  their  force  remained  at  Bologna.  However  thofe 
who  compofed  this  fmall  number  were  undeniably  the 
very  flower  of  chivalry,  and  ready  to  give  their  lives  for 
the  King  their  mafter  and  the  gentle  Duke  de  Nemours. 

It  was  refolved  to  make  the  aflault  the  next  morn- 
ing between  eight  and  nine.  And  the  orders  were 
that  the  onfet  ihould  be  made  by  the  lord  de  Molart 
and  his  infantry,  preceded  by  captain  Herigois  and  his 
fkirmimers ;  that  after  him  ihould  march  in  one  body 
the  captain  Jacob,  who  had  been  in  the  Prince  of 
Anhalt's  band  in  the  Emperor's  fervice  before  Padua, 
with  his  two  thoufand  lanfquenets ;  the  captains  Bonnet, 
Maugiron,  the  baftard  de  Cleves  and  others,  to  the 
number  of  feven  thoufand  men ;  that  they  Should  be 
fupported  by  the  Duke  de  Nemours  and  the  gentlemen 
commanded  by  the  grand  fenefchal  of  Normandy,  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  men-at-arms  difmounted  in  hel- 
met and  cuirafs ;  and  that  my  lord  d'Alegre  with  three 
hundred  mounted  men-at-arms  fhould  be  at  the  Saint 
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John's  gate,  which  was  the  only  one  the  enemy  had  not 
walled  up,  to  prevent  any  fally  being  made.  The 
good  lord  de  La  PalifTe  was  not  at  the  aflault,  having 
been  wounded  the  preceding  evening  by  a  cannon 
mot  fired  from  the  town  againft  the  caftle. 

The  good  Knight  fuggefted  that  as  the  enemy 
would  certainly  oppofe  the  firft  aflault  with  their  beft 
men  and  their  hacquebuteers,  and  that  in  fuch  cafes 
there  mould  if  poflible  be  no  giving  ground,  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men-at-arms  mould  be  ordered  to  fup- 
port  the  lord  de  Molart,  as  they  would  be  better  able 
to  fuftain*the  mock  than  infantry  who  were  not  fb 
well  armed.  "  You  fay  right,  my  lord  de  Bayard," 
faid  the  Duke,  "  but  who  is  the  captain  who  will  ex- 
"  pofe  himfelf  to  their  hacquebutes  P"1  "  I  will,  if  it 
"  pleafe  you,"  replied  he ;  ec  and  believe  me  the  com- 
cc  pany  I  command  will  to  day  do  good  fervice  to  the 
"  King  and  yourfelf."  When  he  had  fpoken,  the 
captains  all  looked  at  one  another ;  for  without  queftion 
the  fervice  was  a  dangerous  one.  However  he  afked 
for  the  duty,  and  it  was  affigned  him. 

A  trumpet  was  now  fent  to  fummon  the  enemy  to 
furrender  the  town,  in  which  cafe  their  lives  would  be 
fpared ;  but  if  not,  and  it  were  ftormed,  they  were  all 
aflured  of  death.  Alas !  the  poor  inhabitants  would 
gladly  have  complied ;  but  mafter  Andrea  Gritti  and 
his  captains  returned  for  anfwer  that  the  town  belonged 
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to  the  Signory,  and  they  would  take  care  that  no 
Frenchman  ever  fet  foot  in  it.  When  the  anfwer  was 
reported  to  the  Duke,  he  faid ;  "  Now,  gentlemen,  we 
"  have  only  to  do  our  duty,  and  mew  ourfelves  gentle 
cc  companions ;  let  us  march  in  the  name  of  God  and 
cc  Saint  Denis."  He  had  fcarcely  uttered  thefe  words, 
when  drums,  trumpets  and  clarions  founded  the  attack 
fo  impetuoufly  that  the  cowards'  hair  flood  on  end,  and 
the  brave  felt  their  hearts  fwell  within  their  bofoms. 

The  enemy,  hearing  this  noife,  fired  feveral  cannon 
{hot ;  and  one  of  the  balls  came  right  into  the  middle 
of  the  Duke's  troop  without  killing  or  wounding  any 
one,  which,  confidering  their  clofe  order,  was  alrrioft 
miraculous.  The  lord  de  Molart  and  the  captain  He- 
rigois  with  their  men  then  advanced,  and  clofe  in 
their  rear  the  good  Knight  and  all  his  company,  who 
were  picked  men,  moft  of  them  having  been  captains, 
but  who  preferred  ferving  in  his  company ;  fo  much 
was  he  beloved.  One  thing  was  in  their  favour ;  that 
there  was  no  ditch  of  any  confequence  to  impede  them ; 
though  a  good  rampart  had  been  thrown  up,  from 
behind  which  the  enemy  upon  their  approach  poured 
their  balls  and  bullets  as  thick  as  flies.  It  had  rained 
a  little,  fo  that  the  defcent  from  the  caftle  to  the  town 
was  flippery ;  whereupon  the  Duke,  who  would  not  be 
laft,  took  off  his  fhoes  and  marched  in  his  focks,  and 
many  followed  his  example. 
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The  good  Knight  and  the  lord  de  Molart  fought 
furioufly  at  this  rampart,  and  it  was  marvellous  well 
defended.  The  French  fhouted,  France!  France! 
thofe  of  the  good  Knight's  company,  Bayard !  Bay- 
ard !  and  the  enemy,  St.  Mark  !  St.  Mark  !  and  fuch 
was  the  noife  that  the  hacquebutes  could  not  be  heard. 
Mafter  Andrea  Gritti  exclaimed,  "  I  think  Bayards 
cc  grow  in  France  like  mumrooms ;  the  cry  in  every 
"  battle  is  Bayard  /"  However  he  gallantly  cheered  on 
his  men,  faying  "  Stand  firm,  my  friends ;  the  French 
cc  will  foon  be  tired ;  they  are  only  good  at  the  firft 
fc  onfet,  and  if  this  Bayard  were  once  repulfed  the 
cc  others  would  never  come  on."  But  he  was  much 
miftaken.  The  French  were  as  earneftly  bent  on  en- 
tering as  he  on  preventing  them,  and  made  fo  vigorous 
an  attack  that  the  Venetians  gave  ground  a  little; 
which  the  good  Knight  perceiving,  cried,  "  On  !  on  ! 
cc  companions,  they  are  ours ;  forward !  they  are  bro- 
cc  ken."  He  was  the  firft  to  pafs  the  rampart  and  was 
followed  by  about  a  thoufand  men,  fo  that  they  gained 
the  firft  fort ;  but  not  without  a  fevere  ftruggle,  and 
lofs  on  both  fides,  though  that  of  the  French  was  not 
great. 

The  good  Knight,  however,  received  a  wound  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  from  a  pike,  which  entered 
fo  deep  that  it  broke,  and  the  iron  head  and  part  of 
the  ftaff  remained  in  the  wound.  He  thought  from 
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the  pain  he  felt  that  he  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
called  to  the  lord  de  Molart,  cc  Comrade,  lead  on  your 
"  men,  the  town  is  gained ;  for  me,  I  can  go  no  fur- 
cc  ther,  for  I  am  a  dead  man."  The  blood  flowed 
from  him  copioufly,  and  that  he  might  not  die 
without  confeflion,  he  was  forced  to  be  carried  out  of 
the  prefs  by  two  of  his  archers,  who  ftanched  his 
wound  as  beft  they  could  with  their  fhirts,  which  they 
tore  up  for  the  purpofe. 

The  lord  de  Molart,  who  regretted  bitterly  the  lofs 
of  his  friend  and  countryman,  (for  they  were  both  of 
the  fcarlet  of  gentility,)  like  a  furious  lion,  bent  on 
vengeance,  prefled  the  enemy  heavily,  fupported  by 
the  good  Duke  de  Nemours  and  his  band,  who  had 
heard  in  pafling  that  the  good  Knight  had  gained  the 
firft  fort  and  was  mortally  wounded,  at  which  the 
Duke  was  as  much  grieved  as  if  he  had  received  the 
blow  himfelf.  The  Venetians  were  forced  to  evacuate 
the  citadel,  and  attempted  to  retire  into  the  town  and 
raife  the  drawbridge ;  but  they  were  fo  hotly  purfued 
that  both  parties  entered  pele  mele  into  the  great 
fquare,  where  was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  the 
whole  Venetian  force  of  heavy  and  light  horfe  and 
infantry. 

Here  the  lanfquenets  and  French  adventurers  mewed 
themfelves  gallant  companions.  The  combat  raged 
for  half  an  hour  or  more ;  the  townfmen  and  women 
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throwing  down  from  the  windows  great  blocks  of  ftone 
and  boiling  water  upon  the  French,  and  doing  them 
more  injury  than  the  righting  men.  At  length  the 
Venetians  were  defeated,  and  in  that  large  fquare. there 
flept,  never  to  wake  again,  feven  or  eight  thoufand  of 
them.  The  reft  fought  to  efcape  from  ftreet  to  ftreet, 
but  were  met  and  flaughtered  like  fwine.  Mafter 
Andrea  Gritti  and  other  captains  were  on  horfeback, 
and  riding  ftraight  for  the  Saint  John's  gate,  had  the 
drawbridge  lowered  and  attempted  a  fally,  crying, 
Saint  Mark  I  Italy !  but  it  was  a  feeble  fhout  of 
voices  faint  with  fear.  No  fooner  was  the  bridge  low- 
ered than  the  lord  d'Alegre,  like  a  watchful  leader, 
ruftied  over  it  with  his  men-at-arms,  and  fhouting 
France!  France!  charged  the  Venetians,  moft  of  whom 
were  borne  to  earth.  Mafter  Andrea  Gritti  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  not  one  efcaped  being  either  taken  or 
killed.  It  was  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  aflaults  ever 
feen,  for  there  fell  of  the  foldiers  of  the  Signory  and 
the  townfpeople,  above  twenty  thoufand,  whilft  the 
French  had  the  good  fortune  to  lofe  but  fifty  men. 
When  they  were  weary  of  (laughter  they  fell  to  plun- 
dering and  demolifhing,  and  not  even  the  monafteries 
efcaped.  The  booty  was  eftimated  at  three  millions 
of  crowns.  It  is  certain  that  the  taking  of  Brefcia  was 
the  ruin  of  the  French  in  Italy  ;  for  they  got  fo  much 
plunder  that  the  greater  part  of  them  returned  to 
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France  and  quitted  the  war ;  and  theie  would  have 
done  good  fervice  on  the  day  of  Ravenna,  of  which 
you  will  hear  by  and  by. 

But  we  muft  inquire  what  became  of  the  good 
Knight  after  he  had  been  fo  feverely  wounded.  When 
they  faw  the  citadel  gained,  his  two  archers  unhinged 
the  firft  door  they  found,  and  carried  him  on  it  as 
gently  as  they  could  to  the  moft  refpectable  looking 
houfe  they  faw  near.  It  was  the  abode  of  a  very  rich 
gentleman,  who  had  fled  for  refuge  to  a  monastery ; 
but  his  wife  remained  with  no  other  protection  than 
our  Lord's,  with  two  lovely  daughters,  who  were  con- 
cealed in  a  loft  under  fome  hay.  When  the  archers 
knocked  at  the  door,  me  opened  it,  refolved  to  truft 
in  God's  mercy,  and  faw  the  good  Knight  brought  in 
wounded.  He  made  them  fhut  the  door,  and  placed 
his  two  archers  at  it,  charging  them  on  their  lives  to 
fuffer  none  to  enter  but  his  own  people,  and  promifing 
that  they  mould  lofe  nothing  by  not  joining  in  the 
pillage. 

The  lady  of  the  houfe  conducted  him  into  a  hand- 
fome  chamber,  and  throwing  herfelf  on  her  knees  be- 
fore him,  befbught  him  to  fave  the  honour  and  the 
lives  of  herfelf  and  her  two  young  girls,  who  were 
jufl  of  marriageable  years.  The  good  Knight,  who 
never  entertained  a  wicked  thought,  replied,  "  Ma- 
cc  dam,  I  know  not  whether  I  mall  recover  from  my 
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Cf  wound ;  but  whilft  I  live,  no  infult  mall  be  offered 
"  to  you  or  your  daughters ;  only  keep  them  out  of 
"  fight.  And  I  affure  you  that  you  have  here  a  gen- 
"  tleman  who  will  not  plunder  you,  but  fhew  you  any 
"  courtefy  in  his  power."  He  then  prayed  her  to 
fend  for  a  furgeon  quickly,  to  drefs  his  wound.  She 
went  herfelf  with  one  of  the  archers  to  feek  him,  for 
he  lived  but  two  doors  off.  When  he  came  he  exa- 
mined the  wound,  which  was  deep  and  wide  ;  and 
having  extracted  the  iron,  which  was  a  moft  painful 
operation,  he  aflured  the  good  Knight  that  it  was  not 
dangerous.  At  the  fecond  dreffing  came  the  furgeon 
of  the  Duke  de  Nemours,  who  afterwards  attended 
him,  and  treated  him  fo  fkilfully  that  in  lefs  than  a 
month  he  was  ready  to  mount  on  horfeback. 

After  the  glorious  taking  of  Brefcia  and  when  the 
fury  of  the  ftorming  was  paft,  the  victorious  Duke  de 
Nemours,  who  was  the  god  Mars  himfelf,  took  up  his 
quarters  there.  He  firft  cleared  the  monafteries  and 
churches  of  the  foldiers,  and  then  made  the  ladies  re- 
turn to  their  houfes  with  fuch  of  their  hufbands  as 
were  no  longer  prifoners,  and  by  degrees  reaflured 
them.  They  were  three  whole  days  occupied  in  re- 
moving the  dead,  for  fear  of  infection,  and  found  up- 
wards of  two  and  twenty  thoufand  of  them. 

During  the  week  the  gentle  Duke  was  at  Brefcia 
he  vifited  the  good  Knight  at  leaft  once  a  day,  and 
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often  defired  him  to  make  hafte  and  recover,  for  that 
they  would  have  to  fight  the  Spaniards  within  a  month, 
and  he  would  give  all  he  was  worth  rather  than  he 
mould  not  be  there  ;  fuch  confidence  had  he  in  him. 
The  good  Knight  anfwered,  "  My  lord,  if  there  is  to 
"  be  a  battle,  as  well  for  the  fervice  of  the  King  my 
"  mafter  as  for  love  of  you,  and  for  my  own  ho- 
"  nor,  I  would  be  carried  thither  in  a  litter  rather  than 
(C  not  be  prefent.2"  The  Duke  made  him  many  pre- 
fents,  and  one  day  fent  him  five  hundred  crowns,  which 
he  gave  to  the  two  archers  who  had  remained  with 
him  when  he  was  wounded.  He  alfo  had  fearch  made 
for  the  lady's  hufband,  who  was  found  and  reftored  to 
his  wife  and  daughters,  to  their  great  mutual  joy. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

How  the  good  Knight  left  Erejcia  to  follow  the  Duke  de 
Nemours  and  the  French  army ;  and  of  the  great 
court ejy  he  jhewed  his  hoflefs  at  farting;  and  how 
the  French  were  repulfed  in  repeated  ajjaults  on  Ra- 
venna on  Good  Friday. 

I  HEN  Louis  the  twelfth  heard  of 
the  capture  of  Brefcia,  you  may  fup- 
pofe  he  was  right  well  pleafed.  At 
the  fame  time,  knowing  that  as  long 
as  the  Spaniards  were  ftrutting  over 
Lombardy  he  would  never  be  fecure  in  Milan,  he 
wrote  prefling  letters  to  the  noble  Duke  his  nephew 
urging  him  to  carry  the  war  out  of  Lombardy.  The 
Duke  therefore,  leaving  the  good  Knight  in  Brefcia^ 
led  his  army  by  forced  marches  to  Bologna,  where  the 
Duke  of  Ferrara  joined  his  camp,  and  was  aflbciated 
with  the  lord  de  La  PalifTe  in  command  of  the  van- 
guard. Thence  he  marched  to  a  place  called  Caftello 
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Santo  Pedro,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Bologna,  where 
he  found  the  army  of  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Pope. 
It  was  one  of  the  fineft  and  beft  appointed  armies  for 
its  numbers  that  had  ever  been  feen.  Don  Raymond  de 
Cardonna,  Viceroy  of  Naples,  commanded  it,  and  had 
with  him  fome  fourteen  hundred  men-at-arms.  They 
were  covered  with  gold  and  azure  and  were  fplendidly 
mounted  on  Spanim  horfes,  of  which  eight  hundred 
were  barbed.  There  were  only  twelve  thoufand  foot ; 
namely,  two  thoufand  Italians  under  captain  RamafTot, 
and  ten  thoufand  Spaniards,  Bifcayans  and  Navarrefe, 
under  Count  Pedro  Navarro,  who  was  captain  gene- 
ral of  the  infantry,  and  had  formerly  led  his  men  into 
Barbary  and  gained  two  or  three  battles  over  the 
Moors.  In  fhort,  they  were  all  trained  to  war,  and 
moil  expert  in  the  ufe  of  their  weapons. 

As  the  Duke  approached  them  they  retired;  always 
taking  care  to  occupy  a  ftrong  pofition  on  the  hills, 
whilfl  the  French  were  encamped  on  the  plain  ;  and 
on  the  day  of  Ravenna  he  was  obliged  to  attack  them 
in  their  pofition,  as  you  mall  hear.  But  we  muft 
firft  relate  how  the  good  Knight  left  Brefcia  to  join 
the  Duke  de  Nemours. 

He  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  upwards  of  a 
month,  which  chagrined  him  much,  for  every  day 
news  arrived  from  the  French  camp  how  they  were 
approaching  the  Spaniards  and  expecting  a  battle  from 
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day  to  day.  One  morning  he  got  up  and  walked  about 
the  room  to  fee  if  he  could  fupport  himfelf,  and  though 
he  felt  himfelf  fomewhat  weak,  he  fent  for  the  furgeon 
and  afked  him  if  there  would  be  any  danger  in  his 
travelling,  for  he  felt  himfelf  nearly  well,  and  thought 
the  fret  of  remaining  there  would  do  him  more  harm 
than  good.  The  furgeon,  who  knew  how  impatient 
he  was  to  be  at  the  battle,  told  him  that  though  the 
wound  was  not  clofed,  it  was  healed  within ;  and  if  his 
barber  would  every  morning  and  night  apply  a  band- 
age with  a  plaifter  he  would  give  him,  there  would  be 
no  danger,  as  the  wound  would  not  touch  his  faddle. 
The  good  Knight  was  overjoyed,  and  ordered  his  fer- 
vants  to  have  everything  ready  for  ftarting  in  two 
days. 

The  lady  of  the  houfe,  who  always  deemed  herfelf 
together  with  her  hufband  and  daughters,  his  prifoners, 
and  that  all  her  moveables  were  his,  (for  that  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  French  in  other  houfes,  as  me  well 
knew,)  confidered  that  if  he  were  difpofed  to  treat 
them  with  rigour,  he  might  mulct  them  in  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand  crowns.  She  therefore  determined  to  make 
him  fome  handfome  prefent,  perfuaded,  from  her 
knowledge  of  his  character  and  gentle  heart,  that  he 
would  be  gracioufly  content  therewith. 

The  morning  of  the  day  of  his  departure  me  entered 
his  room  with  one  of  her  fervants  carrying  a  fmall 
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fteel  cafket,  and  found  him  repofing  in  a  chair  after 
having  walked  a  good  deal  to  exercife  his  leg.     She 
threw  herfelf  on  her  knees,  but  he  immediately  raifed 
her,  and  would  not  fuffer  her  to  fpeak  a  word  till  me 
was  feated  by  him ;  and  then  flie  commenced  thus ; 
"  My  lord,  God  has  been  gracious  to  me  in  fending 
"  you  to  this  houfe  at  the  taking  of  the  town,  to  pre- 
fc  ferve  the  lives  of  my  hufband,  myfelf  and  my  two 
"  daughters,  together  with  their  honour  which  they 
"  hold  more  dear.      And  moreover,   from  none  of 
"  your  people  have  I  experienced  the  flighteft  infult> 
"  but  on  the  contrary  all  courtefy.     I  know  well  that 
<c  all  of  us  in  this  houfe  are  your  prifoners,  to  dirpofe 
"  of  at  your  good  pleafure,  together  with  our  goods ; 
cc  but  knowing  the  noblenefs  of  your  heart,  I  am  come 
c<  to  fupplicate  you  moft  humbly  to  have  pity  on  us, 
"  and  treat  us  with  your  accuftomed  liberality.     Here 
"  is  a  little  prefent  we  hope  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
"  accept."     She  then  took  the  box  from  the  fervant 
and  opened  it  before  the  good  Knight,  who  faw  it  was 
full  of  mining  ducats.     He,  who  never  in  his  life 
cared  for  money,  began  to  laugh,  and  afked  her  how 
many  there  were  in  the  box.     The  poor  woman,  fear- 
ing he  was  angry  at  feeing  fb  little,  faid,  "  My  lord, 
"  there  are  but  two  thoufand  five  hundred  ducats ;  but  if 
"  you  are  not  content  we  will  find  more/'     cc  By  my 
tc  faith,  Madam,"  replied  he,  "were  you  to  give  me 
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cc  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  you  would  not  confer 
c<  on  me  what  I  fliould  prize  fo  much  as  the  good 
"  cheer  I  have  enjoyed  here  and  the  attentions  you 
"  have  fhewn  me ;  and  I  afTure  you  that  wherever  I 
"  may  be,  you  will  have,  whilft  God  fpares  my  life, 
Cf  a  gentleman  at  your  command.  For  your  ducats, 
<c  I  thank  you,  but  will  none  of  them.  I  pray  you 
cc  keep  them  ;  and  do  not  fuppofe  you  fend  me  away 
"  one  whit  lefs  fatisfied  with  you,  than  if  this  town 
<c  had  been  at  your  difpofal,  and  you  had  given  it 


me." 


The  good  lady  was  much  aftonimed  to  find  herfelf 
refufed.  She  again  knelt,  but  the  good  Knight  would 
not  fuffer  it ;  and  when  he  had  raifed  her  up  me  faid ; 
cc  My  lord,  I  mall  think  myfelf  the  moft  unhappy 
cc  woman  in  the  world  if  you  do  not  receive  my  little 
cc  prefent,  which  is  a  very  inadequate  acknowledgment 
"  of  the  courtefy  which  of  your  great  goodnefs  you 
Cf  have  fhewn,  and  are  now  {hewing  me."  When  he 
faw  her  fb  refolute,  he  faid ;  cc  Well  Madam,  I  accept  it 
cc  for  love  of  you ;  but  feek  me  your  two  daughters, 
c<  for  I  muft  bid  them  adieu."  The  poor  woman,  who 
deemed  herfelf  in  paradife  at  her  prefent  being  accepted, 
went  to  find  her  daughters.  They  were  handfome, 
good  and  well  educated,  and  had  much  beguiled  the 
tedioufnefs  of  the  good  Knight's  illnefs,  as  they  could 
(ing  well,  play  the  lute  and  fpinette,  and  work  cleverly 
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with  the  needle.  They  were  brought  before  the  good 
Knight,  who  while  they  had  been  arranging  their  drefs, 
had  divided  the  ducats  into  three  parts ;  in  two  a 
thoufand  each  ;  and  in  the  third,  five  hundred.  When 
they  arrived  they  fell  on  -their  knees,  but  he  forthwith 
raifed  them,  and  the  el  deft  faid,  "  My  lord,  we  two 
cc  poor  maidens,  whom  you  have  honoured  by  protect- 
"  ing  us  from  all  injury,  are  come  to  take  leave  of 
"  you,  humbly  thanking  you  for  the  favour  you  have 
"  fhewn  us,  for  which,  having  nothing  elfe  in  our 
"  power,  we  mall  never  ceafe  to  pray  God  for  you." 

The  good  Knight,  almoft  moved  to  tears  at  feeing 
fo  much  fweetnefs  and  humility  in  thefe  two  lovely 
girls,  replied ;  f c  Young  ladies,  you  are  doing  what  I 
"  ought  to  do;  which  is  to  thank  you  for  your  good 
cc  company,  for  which  I  am  much  bounden  to  you. 
"  You  know  that  foldiers  do  not  carry  about  handfome 
"  prefents  for  ladies,  and  it  grieves  me  much  not  to  be 
"  fo  provided.  Your  lady  mother  here  has  given  me 
cc  two  thoufand  five  hundred  ducats  which  you  fee  on 
"  this  table.  I  prefent  each  of  you  with  a  thoufand 
"  as  a  wedding  prefent ;  and  in  return  I  only  afk  you 
"  to  be  pleafed  to  pray  God  for  me."  He  put  the 
ducats  in  their  aprons  whether  they  would  or  no  ;  and 
then  addrefTmg  his  hoftefs  he  faid ;  "  Madam,  I  will 
"  take  thefe  five  hundred  ducats  for  myfelf,  to  appor- 
"  tion  them  amongft  the  poor  religious  houfes  which 
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cc  have  been  pillaged ;  and  requeft  you  to  undertake 
cc  the  charge,  as  you  will  beft  know  where  the  need  is 
cc  greateft.  And  fo  I  take  my  leave  of  you." 

He  then  took  their  hands  in  the  Italian  fafhion,  and 
they  wept  as  if  they  were  being  led  to  execution.  The 
lady  faid  ;  "  Incomparable  flower  of  chivalry,  may  our 
cc  blefled  Saviour  and  Redeemer  Jefus  Chrift,  who  fuf- 
cc  fered  death  and  paffion  for  all  flnners,  reward  you 
"  in  this  world  and  in  the  next."  They  then  retired 
to  their  rooms;  and  the  good  Knight  fent  for  his 
fteward  and  defired  him  to  have  all  ready  for  getting 
on  horfeback  at  noon. 

The  mailer  of  the  houfe,  who  had  heard  from  his 
wife  of  the  great  courtefy  of  his  hoft,  came  and  kneel^ 
ing  gave  him  a  profufion  of  thanks,  placing  his  perfon 
and  goods  entirely  at  his  difpofal.  The  good  Knight 
made  him  dine  with  him  ;  and  dinner  was  no  fooner 
defpatched  than  he  called  for  his  horfes ;  for  he  was 
impatient  to  join  his  comrades,  being  very  apprehenfive 
that  the  battle  would  take  place  before  his  arrival. 

As  he  came  out  of  his  room  the  two  fair  daughters 
of  the  houfe  defcended,  and  each  prefented  him  with 
a  keepfake  which  me  had  worked  for  him  during  his 
ficknefs.  The  one  confided  of  two  pretty  little  brace- 
lets of  hair  beautifully  worked  with  gold  and  filver 
thread ;  the  other  was  a  purfe  of  crimfon  fatin  curi- 
oufly  embroidered.  He  thanked  them  much,  and  faid 
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he  would  not  take  two  thoufand  crowns  for  thefe  pre- 
fents  coming  from  fuch  fair  hands ;  and  fattening  the 
bracelets  on  his  arms  and  placing  the  purfe  in  his  fleeve, 
he  aflured  them  that  whilft  they  lafted,  he  would  wear 
them  for  their  love.  So  faying  he  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  was  accompanied  for  two  or  three  miles  by  his 
great  friend  and  companion  the  lord  d'Aubigny,  whom 
the  Duke  de  Nemours  had  left  to  guard  the  town, 
and  by  many  other  gentlemen.  They  then  took  leave 
of  each  other ;  the  one  party  to  return  to  Brefcia  and 
the  other  to  proceed  to  the  French  camp,  where  the 
good  Knight  arrived  on  the  Wednefday  evening  of 
Holy  week,  being  the  feventh  of  April.  We  need 
not  afk  if  he  was  well  received  by  the  lord  de  Nemours 
and  all  the  commanders;  and  the  men-at-arms  and 
adventurers  displayed  fuch  joy,  that  it  feemed  as  if  his 
coming  had  re-inforced  the  army  by  ten  thoufand 
men.  The  camp  was  that  evening  before  Ravenna, 
and  the  enemy  at  fix  miles  diilance  ;  but  the  next  day 
which  was  Holy  Thurfday,  they  approached  within  two 
miles. 

On  his  arrival  before  Ravenna  the  gentle  Duke  de 
Nemours  afTembled  all  his  captains  to  know  what  was 
to  be  done ;  for  the  French  camp  was  beginning  to  fuffer 
from  want  of  proviflons,  which  they  obtained  with  great 
difficulty.  There  was  already  a  failure  of  bread  and 
wine,  for  the  Venetians  had  cut  off  their  fupplies  on 
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one  fide,  and  the  army  of  the  Spaniards  held  the  whole 
coaft  of  Romagna;  fo  that  the  adventurers  were  forced 
to  fubfift  on  flefh  and  cheefe.  There  was  another 
great  trouble,  of  which  neither  the  Duke  de  Nemours 
nor  any  of  the  captains  were  aware.  It  was  that  the 
Emperor  had  fent  word  to  the  captains  of  the  lanfque- 
nets  that  on  their  lives  they  mould  retire  at  fight  of 
his  letter,  and  mould  by  no  means  fight  the  Spaniards. 
This  letter  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  captain 
Jacob,  who  had  been  occafionally  to  vifit  the  King  of 
France  fince  he  had  been  in  his  fervice,  when  fome  pre- 
fent  had  been  made  him,  fo  that  his  heart  was  altoge- 
ther French  ;  and  befides,  this  Duke  de  Nemours  had 
fo  won  men's  hearts,  that  all  who  were  with  him  would 
have  died  at  his  requeft. 

Amongft  all  the  French  captains  there  was  none 
whom  the  captain  Jacob  loved  as  he  did  the  good 
Knight ;  and  this  love  commenced  from  the  Emperor's 
firft  expedition  to  Padua  in  the  year  1 509.  When  he 
had  feen  the  letter  and  knew  of  the  good  Knight's 
arrival,  he  went  to  fee  him  at  his  quarters,  with  his 
interpreter  only,  for  all  he  knew  of  French  was,  bon- 
jour  monfeigneur.  They  made  one  another  good  cheer ; 
and  the  captain  Jacob  informed  the  good  Knight  of 
the  Emperor's  orders,  and  that  he  had  the  letters  ftill 
about  him,  which  no  one  elfe  had  feen ;  for  he  knew 
well  that  if  the  lanfquenets  were  apprifed  of  it,  the 
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greater  part  would  not  fight;  but  that  for  himfelf,  he 
had  given  his  oath  to  the  King  of  France  and  received 
his  pay ;  and  were  he  to  die  a  hundred  thoufand  deaths, 
he  would  never  be  guilty  of  fuch  bafenefs  as  not  to 
fight ;  but  that  they  muft  make  hafte ;  for  it  was 
impoflible  but  that  the  Emperor  would  foon  fend  other 
letters  which  might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
comrades,  and  thus  the  French  might  receive  great 
damage,  for  the  faid  lanfquenets  were  a  third  part  of 
their  force,  there  being  about  five  thoufand  of  them. 

The  good  Knight  who  well  knew  the  gentle  heart 
of  the  captain  Jacob,  lauded  him  marvelloufly,  and 
propofed  they  mould  both  go  to  the  Duke's  quarters 
who  had  fummoned  all  the  captains  to  council,  and 
declare  the  matter  to  him  apart. 

The  council  fat  long,  and  after  many  conflicting 
opinions  had  been  delivered,  the  Duke  de  Nemours, 
who  had  already  fpoken  with  the  good  Knight  and 
the  captain  Jacob,  and  knew  that  they  needs  muft 
fight,  afked  the  former's  opinion  ;  who  faid ;  "  My 
"  lord,  you  know  that  I  arrived  but  yefterday  ;  I  know 
<c  nothing  of  the  condition  of  our  enemies  ;  my  lords 
cc  my  companions  have  feen  and  fkirmifhed  with  them 
"  daily,  and  know  them  better  than  I.  I  have  heard 
"  fome  of  them  approve  and  others  difapprove  the 
cc  battle ;  but  fince  you  are  pleafed  to  afk  my  opinion, 
<c  faving  the  refpect  due  to  yourfelf  and  my  lords  here 
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"  prefent,  I  will  give  it.    That  all  battles  are  attended 

"  with  rifle  is  true,  and  true  alfo  that  we  fhould  con- 

"  fider  well  before  coming  to  that  point  ;  but,  looking 

"  at  the  prefent  pofitions  of  our  enemies  and  ourfelves, 

"  it  feems  to  me  difficult  for  us  to  avoid  a  battle ;  be- 

"  caufe  you  have  already  made  your  approaches  before 

"  this  town  of  Ravenna,  which  to-morrow  you  will 

<f  cannonade  and,  the  breach  made,  afTault  it.      You 

"  are  already  apprized  that  the  lord  Mark  Anthony 

cc  Colonna,  who  has  been  in  it  thefe  eight  or  ten  days, 

"  entered  on   the  promife   and   fworn  faith  of  Don 

"  Raymond  de  Cardonna,  Viceroy  of  Naples,  chief  of 

cc  the  enemy's  army,  of  his  uncle  the  lord  Fabrizio 

"  Colonna,  and  of  the  Count  Pedro  Novarra,  that  if 

"  he  could  hold  out  till  to  morrow  or  at  lateft  till 

"  Eafter-day   they   would    relieve   him.       They  are 

cc  already   on  the  outfkirts  of  our   army.      On  the 

"  other  hand  the  longer  you  remain,  the  worfe  plight 

"  we  mail  be  in  ;  for  our  men  have  no  provifions,  and 

"  our  horfes  are  fed  on  the  buds  the  willows  are  now 

"  putting  forth ;  and  befides,  you  have  the  King  our 

"  matter  daily  writing  to  you  to  give  battle,  for  that 

"  in  your  hands  refts  not  only  the  fafety  of  his  duchy 

"  of  Milan,  but  alfo  his  whole  flate  of  France,  feeing 

"  the  enemies  he  now  has.      Wherefore  my  advice  is 

"  to  fight,  and  that  warily,  for  we  have  to  do  with 

"  good  and  cautious  warriors.     That  it  is  not  without 
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cc  danger  I  admit,  but  one  thing  comforts  me  ;  the 
"  Spaniards  have  been  for  a  year  in  this  Romagna  fed 
"  like  fifh  in  a  ftew,  and  are  fat  and  replete ;  our 
"  men  have  endured,  and  do  ftill,  great  fcarcity  of 
"  food ;  wherefore  they  will  have  the  longer  wind, 
"  and  we  need  nothing  elfe,  for  the  field  will  be  theirs 
cc  who  fhall  fight  longeft."  All  laughed  at  this  fpeech, 
for  he  had  fuch  a  happy  way  of  faying  what  he  wimed, 
that  every  one  took  pleafure  in  hearing  him.  The 
lords  de  Lautrec,  de  La  Palifle,  the  grand  fenefchal  of 
Normandy,  and  moft  of  the  captains  agreed  in  opinion 
with  the  good  Knight,  and  it  was  refolved  to  give  bat- 
tle to  the  enemy. 

Accordingly  the  next  day  the  town  of  Ravenna  was 
fharply  cannonaded  fo  that  the  cannon  were  plainly 
heard  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and  they  determined  to 
redeem  their  promife  of  fuccouring  it  before  Eafter-day 
had  patted.  During  the  cannonade  two  gallant  French 
captains  were  wounded  by  hacquebute  mots,  the  lord 
d'Efpy  matter  of  the  artillery  in  the  arm,  and  the  lord 
de  Chatillon,  Jacques  de  Coligny,  provoft  of  Paris 
in  the  thigh ;  of  which  wounds  they  afterwards  died 
at  Ferrara.  When  the  breach  was  pronounced  practi- 
cable the  ftorming  party  advanced ;  but  though  they 
made  five  or  fix  attacks  in  fucceflion,  they  were  re- 
pulfed  by  the  befieged  commanded  by  Mark  Anthony 
Colonna  in  perfon,  and  were  at  length  compelled  to 
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retreat.  And  moft  providential  it  was,  for  had  they 
taken  the  town  they  would  never  have  collected  to- 
gether the  adventurers  ;  and  that  would  have  occafion- 
ed  the  lofs  of  the  fubfequent  battle. 

The  next  morning  early  the  good  Knight  fet  out 
with  a  party  to  give  the  Spaniards  an  alarm  in  their 
camp ;  but  the  baron  de  Beam  had  been  beforehand 
with  him,  and  had  roufed  nearly  their  whole  army 
who  were  charing  him  in  his  retreat ;  and  he  would 
have  been  roughly  handled  had  not  the  good  Knight 
arrived  moft  opportunely  to  his  afliftance,  and  com- 
pelled the  Spaniards  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  back 
to  the  camp.  He  conducted  this  fkirmifh  fo  boldly  and 
fo  warily  that  the  good  Duke  de  Nemours  faid  to  him, 
"  It  is  you  and  fuch  as  you,  my  lord  de  Bayard,  who 
"  fhould  go  on  fkirmifhing  parties ;  for  you  manage 
"  both  attack  and  retreat  difcreetly  ;"  and  all  who 
were  there  declared  they  never  faw  a  man  perform  fuch 
feats  of  arms,  nor  who  better  underftood  the  art  of 
war. 

The  next  day  there  was  a  much  more  fevere  and 
fatal  conflict,  and  of  which  both  French  and  Spaniards 
will  ever  curfe  the  day. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Of  the  cruel  and  furious  battle  of  Ravenna^  and  the 
death  of  the  gentle  'Duke  de  Nemours. 

I  PON  the  return  of  the  good  Knight 
from  this  hot  fkirmim,  all  the  cap- 
tains both  of  horfe  and  foot  were  af- 
fembled  after  dinner  at  the  quarters 
of  the  good  Duke  de  Nemours, 
the  nonpareil  of  all  the  brave  who  have  exifled  thefe 
two  thoufand  years ;  for  one  will  not  read  in  chro- 
nicle or  hiftory  of  emperor,  king,  prince  or  lord  who  in 
fo  fhort  a  time  has  performed  fuch  fplendid  actions  as 
he.  But  cruel  death  carried  him  off  at  the  age  of  four 
and  twenty,  which  was  an  irreparable  damage  to  all 
nobility. 

It  being  refolved  that  the  next  day,  which  was 
Eafter-day,  they  would  go  feek  their  enemies,  they 
prepared  a  bridge  of  boats  over  a  fmall  canal  which 
feparated  the  two  armies,  in  order  to  pafs  over  the 
artillery  and  infantry,  which  laft  amounted  to  ten  or 
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twelve  thoufand  men  ;  for  the  cavalry  could  eafily  ford 
it ;  and  they  then  arranged  their  plan  for  the  engage- 
ment. 

As  foon  as  it  was  morning  the  lanfquenets  com- 
menced the  paflage  of  the  bridge ;  which  the  lord  de 
Molart  feeing  exclaimed  to  his  adventurers  ;  "  How  !. 
"  comrades,  mall  it  be  faid  to  our  reproach  that  the 
"  lanfquenets  crofTed  to  the  attack  before  us  ?  For 
"  myfelf,  I  would  rather  have  loft  an  eye."  So  fay- 
ing, as  the  lanfquenets  occupied  the  bridge,  he  plunged 
with  his  men  all  mod  and  accoutred  as  he  was,  into  the 
water,  which  reached  to  their  waifts;  and  fo  well  did 
they  beftir  themfelves  that  they  crofled  before  the 
lanfquenets.  The  artillery  was  then  pafled  over  and 
placed  in  front  of  the  infantry,  who  immediately  form- 
ed in  order  of  battle  ;  afterwards  the  vanguard  of  the 
cavalry,  and  then  the  battle  parTed  over. 

I  muft  mention  an  incident  that  occurred  while  this 
was  going  on.  The  gentle  Duke  de  Nemours  left  his 
quarters  juft  at  fun-rife  armed  at  all  points  except  his 
helmet.  He  had  on  a  very  gorgeous  but  heavy  furcoat 
embroidered  with  the  arms  of  Navarre  and  Foix.  On 
coming  out  from  his  tent,  he  obferved  to  the  company 
about  him  how  red  the  fun  was.  A  gentleman  with 
whom  he  was  very  familiar,  named  Haubourdin,  re- 
plied ;  "  Do  you  know,  my  lord,  what  that  portends  ? 
"  there  will  die  to  day  fome  prince  or  great  comman- 
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cc  der ;  it  muft  be  either  you  or  the  Viceroy  of  Naples." 
The  Duke  laughed  at  this,  for  he  took  in  jeft  all  Hau- 
bourdin's  words,  and  went  to  the  bridge  to  fee  his 
army  pafling.  There  he  encountered  the  good  Knight, 
who  propofed  to  him  to  ride  a  little  along  the  canal  till 
all  had  crofled  over.  They  had  not  gone  far  when  the 
Duke  obferved,  "  My  lord  de  Bayard,  we  make  an  ex- 
u  cellent  mark  here  ;  if  there  were  hacquebuteers  con- 
"  cealed  over  yonder  they  might  pick  us  off  at  their 
cc  eafe."  As  he  faid  this,  they  perceived  a  troop  of 
twenty  or  thirty  Spanifh  gentlemen  on  horfeback 
amongft  whom  was  the  captain  Pedro  de  Pas,  chief 
of  their  cavalry.  The  good  Knight  advanced  a  few 
paces  and  faluted  them  faying,  "  Gentlemen,  you  are 
"  amufing  yourfelves  as  we  are,  waiting  for  the  good 
<c  game  to  begin  ;  I  pray  you  not  to  allow  hacquebutes 
"  to  be  fired  from  your  fide,  and  they  fhall  fire  none 
Cf  from  ours." 

The  captain  Pedro  de  Pas  enquired  his  name,  and 
when  he  heard  that  it  was  the  captain  Bayard  who  had 
been  fo  renowned  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  he  was 
overjoyed,  and  faid  in  his  own  language;  "  By  my  faith, 
"  my  lord  de  Bayard,  although  I  am  aflured  we  have 
"  gained  nothing  by  your  arrival,  but  on  the  contrary 
"  I  deem  your  camp  ftrengthened  by  two  thoufand 
"  men,  yet  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you ;  and  would  to 
"  God  that  there  were  peace  between  our  matters,  that 


without  Fear  and  without  Reproach.      177 

cc  we  might  pafs  fome  time  together,  for  all  my  life  I 
cc  have  loved  you  for  your  great  prowefs."  The  good 
Knight,  than  whom  none  was  more  courteous,  returned 
him  his  compliments  with  intereft. 

The  captain  Pedro  de  Pas,  remarking  the  refpecft 
paid  to  the  Duke  de  Nemours,  afked  who  that  di£ 
tinguifhed  lord  was  to  whom  all  his  people  paid  fo 
"  much  attention.  The  good  Knight  replied, cc  It  is  our 
f  f  chief,  the  Duke  de  Nemours,  nephew  of  our  Prince 
cc  and  brother  of  your  Queen."  He  had  fcarcely  fin- 
ifhed  when  the  captain  Pedro  de  Pas  and  all  who  were 
with  him  difmounted,  and  addreflmg  the  noble  Prince, 
faid,  "  My  lord,  faving  the  honour  and  fervice  of  the 
"  King  our  mafter,  we  are  and  will  ever  remain 
"  your  fervants."  The  Duke  de  Nemours,  full  of 
courtefy  as  he  was,  thanked  them,  and  faid,  "  My 
"  lords,  I  fee  that  it  will  not  be  decided  this  day  with- 
cc  out  great  effufion  of  blood  whether  the  field  is  yours 
cf  or  ours.  If  your  Viceroy  will  fettle  our  differences  in 
cc  fingle  combat  with  me,  I  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
"  the  confent  of  all  my  friends  and  comrades.  If  I  am 
"  conquered,  they  mall  return  to  the  duchy  of  Milan 
cc  and  leave  you  in  peaceable  pofleflion  of  what  is  be- 
"  yond ;  but  if  he  is  conquered,  you  mall  all  return  to 
cc  the  kingdom  of  Naples."  This  propofal  however 
was  not  approved  by  the  Spaniards.  "  Well  then,  gen- 
"  tlemen,"  faid  the  gentle  Prince, cc  adieu ;  I  am  going 
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"  to  pafs  the  water,  and  vow  never  to  repafs  it  till  the 
"  field  is  either  yours  or  ours."  And  fo  he  quitted 
them. 

As  the  Duke  returned  he  faw  the  enemy  one  mafs 
of  fteel  ranging  themfelves  in  order  of  battle,  and  ob-  \ 
ferved  particularly  their  vanguard  of  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  the  lord  Fabrizio  Colonna.  The  lord 
d'Alegre  and  the  good  Knight  remarked  to  him,  cc  My  ' 
cc  lord,  do  you  fee  that  troop  of  cavalry  ?  By  my  faith, 
"  two  pieces  of  artillery  brought  to  this  point  would 
"  do  them  marvellous  damage."  The  advice  was  ap-  J 
proved,  and  he  himfelf  went  to  order  up  a  cannon  and 
a  long  culverine.  The  Spaniards  had  already  com- 
menced firing  from  their  camp,  which  was  very  ftrong ; 
for  they  had  a  good  ditch  before  them,  behind  which 
all  their  infantry  were  lying  flat  on  the  ground  to  avoid 
the  fire  of  the  French  artillery.  Before  them  were 
their  own  guns,  numbering  twenty  pieces,  including 
cannons  and  long  culverines ;  and  about  two  hundred 
hacquebutes  with  refts ;  and  between  every  two  hac-  j 
quebutes  there  were  little  wheeled  cars  with  large 
blades  of  fharp  fteel  in  the  form  of  roncies,  to  be  rolled 
among  the  infantry  when  they  attempted  to  force  them. 
On  their  flank  was  their  vanguard  under  the  lord  Fa- 
brizio Colonna,  confifting  of  eight  hundred  men-at- 
arms  ;  a  little  further  was  their  battle,  in  which  were 
more  than  four  hundred  men-at-arms  commanded  by 
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the  Viceroy  Don  Raymond  de  Cardonna  ;  and  next 
him  were  the  Italians,  not  more  than  two  thoufand  in 
number,  under  RamafTot.  As  for  the  men-at-arms, 
one  never  heard  fpeak  of  any  better  found  or  better 
mounted. 

As  foon  as  the  Duke  de  Nemours  had  pafled  the 
river,  he  ordered  the  whole  army  to  advance.  The 
Spaniards  fired  upon  the  mafs  of  French  infantry  and 
killed  two  thoufand  of  them  before  they  came  to  clofe 
quarters,  as  well  as  two  noted  men-at-arms.  There 
alfo  fell  by  one  cannon  mot  thofe  two  valiant  captains 
the  lord  de  Molart  and  Philip  de  Fribourg,  which  was 
a  great  lofs  to  the  French,  for  they  were  two  diftin- 
guifhed  and  beloved  captains,  particularly  the  lord  de 
Molart,  every  one  of  whofe  men  would  have  given 
his  life  for  him.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  French  continued  to  advance ;  and 
the  two  pieces  which  the  lord  d'Alegre  and  the  good 
Knight  had  brought  up,  kept  a  continuous  fire  upon 
the  lord  Fabrizio's  troop  and  did  him  incredible  da- 
mage; for  he  loft  three  hundred  men-at-arms,  of 
whom  thirty  three  were  carried  off  by  one  cannon-mot. 
They  had  been  ordered  not  to  quit  the  fort,  but  to 
allow  the  French  to  get  into  confufion  by  attacking 
them  there.  Finding  themfelves,  however,  (laughter ed, 
they  knew  not  how,  they  exclaimed  in  their  language, 
"  Coerpo  di  Dios  !  we  are  deftroyed  from  heaven !  we 
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"  have  to  combat  fpirits ! "  and  the  lord  Fabrizio 
could  no  longer  reftrain  them  from  quitting  the  fort 
to  fight  in  the  open  field. 

They  did  not  march  ftraight  at  the  French  van- 
guard, but  drew  afide  to  their  main  battle,  where  was 
the  brave  Duke  de  Nemours  with  a  fmall  body  of 
men-at-arms.  Thefe,  delighted  at  being  firft  engaged, 
lowered  their  vifors  and  boldly  went  ftraight  at  their 
enemies.  The  Spaniards  came  on  furiouily  with  a 
marvellous  cry  of  Spain!  Spain!  St.  lagol  at  the 
horjes  I  at  the  horjes  I  and  were  as  furioufly  received 
by  the  French,'  who  fhouted  alfoy  France  I  France  I 
at  the  horjes  I  at  the  horjes  I  for  the  Spaniards  aimed 
only  at  killing  the  horfes,  having  a  proverb,  "  Moerto  \ 
"  //  cavallo,  per  dido  Vhombre  d'armez" 1 

Since  God  created  heaven  and  earth,  there  had  never 
been  feen  fo  fierce  and  ftubborn  an  encounter  as  this 
between  the  French  and  Spaniards.  It  lafted  a  good 
half  hour,  both  fides  paufing  to  take  breath,  and  then 
charging  with  renewed  fury,  fhouting  impetuoufly, 
France!  and  Spain!  But  the  Spaniards  being  half 
as  many  more  than  the  French,  the  lord  d'Alegre  gal- 
loped to  the  vanguard,  and  defcrying  the  band  of 
Robert  de  la  Marche,  whofe  device  was  black  and 
white,  he  called  out  to  them,  cc  Advance,  black  and 
white,  and  you,  archers  of  the  guard ! "  The  Duke  of 
Ferrara  and  the  lord  de  La  Paliile,  well  knowing  that 
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the  lord  d'Alegre  was  not  come  to  call  them  without 
great  need,  inftantly  moved  forward,  and  giving  the 
rein  to  their  horfes  galloped  to  the  fuccour  of  the 
Duke  de  Nemours  and  his  band,  who,  in  fpite  of  their 
inferior  numbers,  were  gradually  forcing  the  Spaniards^ 
to  give  ground. 

At  the  arrival  of  this  frem  body  there  was  a  mar- 
vellous uproar.  The  archers  of  the  guard  had  fmall 
axes  fufpended  from  the  arsons  of  their  faddles,  with 
which  they  made  their  huts.  Thefe  they  called  into 
play,  and  dealt  fuch  flout  blows  on  the  helmets  of 
the  Spaniards  as  daggered  them,  and  they  were  at 
length  compelled  to  abandon  the  field,  on  which  there 
fell  three  or  four  hundred  of  their  men-at-arms  ;  and 
fome  Neapolitan  princes  were  taken  prifoners.  The 
good  Knight,  feeing  the  brave  Duke  de  Nemours 
covered  with  the  blood  and  brains  of  one  of  his  men- 
at-arms  who  had  been  killed  by  a  cannon-mot,  inquired 
if  he  were  wounded.  cc  No,  thank  God ! "  faid  he, 
cc  but  I  have  wounded  many."  "  Then  God  be  praifed, 
".my  honoured  prince,  you  have  gained  the  battle. 
"  But  do  not  advance ;  only  remain  here  and  collect 
<c  your  men ;  keep  them  from  plundering,  for  it  is 
"  not  yet  time.  Captain  Louis  d'Ars  and  I  will  pur- 
<c  fue  thefe  fugitives  that  they  may  not  rally  behind 
"  their  infantry ;  and  do  not  let  any  one  perfuade  you 
"  to  ftir  till  one  of  us  comes  to  feek  you."  He  pro- 


1 82  The  GOOD  KNIGHT 

mifed  to  follow  his  advice ;  and  well  had  it  been  had 
he  done  fo. 

Meanwhile  two  thoufand  Gafcons,  under  the  captain 
Odet  and  the  cadet  de  Duras,  were  ordered  to  fire  a 
I  volley  into  the  fort  where  the  Spanim  infantry  were 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  a  thoufand  Picardy  pikemen 
commanded  by  the  lord  de  Moncaure  were  brought 
up  to  fupport  them  in  cafe  of  a  fally.  Their  fire  ef- 
fectually roufed  the  Spaniards  who  ftarted  up  in  good 
order  of  battle,  whilft  two  banners  of  about  twelve 
hundred  men  fallying  out  charged  the  Gafcons  and 
put  them  to  the  rout,  killing  the  lord  de  Moncaure, 
the  knight  Defbories,  lieutenant  of  captain  Odet,  the 
lieutenant  of  the  cadet  de  Duras,  and  many  others. 

Upon  this  the  Spaniards  raifed  a  great  fhout  as 
though  they  had  gained  the  battle ;  but  well  knowing 
the  contrary,  thefe  two  banners  which  had  routed  the 
Gafcons,  inftead  of  returning  to  the  fort,  determined 
to  gain  Ravenna,  and  marched  along  the  caufeway  of 
the  canal  three  or  four  abreaft.  The  fort  meanwhile 
was  furioufly  defended  by  the  Spaniards,  under  whofe 
fire  many  fell ;  and  amongft  others  the  gentle  captain 
Jacob.  He  received  a  ball  through  his  body,  and 
calling  to  his  comrades  in  German,  cc  Gentlemen,  let 
<c  us  ferve  the  King  of  France  to  day  as  well  as  he 
"  has  treated  us,"  he  fell  dead.  The  French  at  length 
forced  the  ditch,  but  not  without  terrible  flaughter ; 
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for  the  Spaniards  fought  fo  refolutely  that  when  they 
had  loft  arms  and  legs  they  made  ufe  of  their  teeth ; 
but  the  French  cavalry  charging  them  in  flank,  they 
were  all  cut  to  pieces,  except  the  Count  Pedro  Na- 
varro  and  fome  other  captains,  who  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  Many  French  leaders  fell  in  this  aflault,  as 
the  Baron  de  Grammont,  the  captain  Maugiron,  who 
much  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  and  the  lord  de  BardafTan. 
The  captain  Bonnet  was  feverely  wounded. 

When  the  two  banners  had  routed  the  Gafcons, 
feveral  of  the  latter  fled  to  the  place  where  was  the 
good  Duke  de  Nemours,  who  advancing  towards 
them  inquired  what  was  the  matter,  and  was  anfwered 
that  the  Spaniards  had  defeated  them.  The  poor 
Prince,  thinking  that  it  was  the  great  body  of  his  in- 
fantry, was  in  defpair,  and  without  looking  to  fee  who 
followed  him,  threw  himfelf  on  the  caufeway,  by  which 
thefe  two  banners  with  about  fifteen  men-at-arms  were 
retreating.  They  immediately  difcharged  their  hacque- 
butes  at  the  Duke  and  his  little  party,  and  then  attacked 
them  with  their  pikes.  The  gentle  Duke  and  thofe 
who  were  with  him  had  fcarcely  room  to  move  ;  for 
the  caufeway  was  narrow,  with  the  canal  on  one  fide 
and  a  deep  ditch  on  the  other.  Moft  of  his  compa- 
nions were  foon  pufhed  into  the  canal  or  fell  into  the 
ditch ;  and  his  ftirrup  leathers  being  cut,  he  difmounted 
fword  in  hand,  and  never  did  Roland  at  Roncefvalles 
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perform  fuch  feats  as  he  did  there  with  his  coufin  the 
lord  de  Lautrec  ;  who,  feeing  the  great  danger  he  was 
in,  called  out  to  the  Spaniards,  cc  Do  not  flay  him,  he  is 
cc  our  Viceroy  and  brother  to  your  Queen."  There  how- 
ever the  poor  Duke  fell,  with  fourteen  or  fifteen  wounds 
between  his  forehead  and  his  chin ;  mewing  that  the 
gentle  Prince  had  never  turned  his  back.  In  the  canal 
was  drowned  the  fon  of  the  lord  d'Alegre ;  and  the 
lord  de  Lautrec  and  many  others  were  left  for  dead. 

The  two  banners  continued  their  retreat  along  the 
caufeway,  which  was  more  than  ten  miles  long,  and 
when  they  were  about  half  way,  encountered  the  good 
Knight  returning  from  the  purfuit  with  about  thirty 
or  forty  men-at-arms,  jaded  and  wearied  beyond  mea- 
fure.  He  was,  notwithftanding,  about  to  charge 
them  when  one  of  their  captains  advanced  and  faid 
to  him,  cc  Sir,  what  are  you  about  to  do  ?  You 
cc  know  well  you  are  not  ftrong  enough  to  defeat  us, 
cc  you  have  gained  the  battle  and  killed  all  our  peo- 
"  pie ;  let  the  honour  you  have  got  fuffice,  and  fuffer 
"  us  to  pafs,  for  by  God's  will  we  have  efcaped." 
The  good  Knight  knew  the  Spaniard  {poke  truth ; 
nor  had  he  a  horfe  fit  for  work.  However  he  de- 
manded their  banners,  which  were  given  up,  and  they 
then  opened  a  paflage  for  him,  and  he  let  them  depart. 
Alas !  he  knew  not  that  the  good  Duke  de  Nemours 
was  dead,  nor  that  thefe  were  the  men  who  had  flain 
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him,  or  he  would  have  died  ten  thoufand  deaths  but 
he  would  have  avenged  him. 

Whilft  the  battle  was  yet  raging,  Don  Raymond  de 
Cardonna,  Viceroy  of  Naples,  with  about  three  hun- 
dred men-at-arms,  and  the  captain  RamafTot,  with  his 
infantry,  abandoned  the  field.  The  Viceroy  was  about 
to  exchange  his  horfe  for  a  handfome  frefh  charger, 
but  the  good  Knight  followed  him  fo  clofe  that  he 
feized  the  horfe  he  was  about  to  mount,  which  he 
afterwards  prefented  to  my  lord  of  Lorraine :  and  the 
Viceroy  fled  precipitately. 

The  French  returned  from  the  purfuit  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  and  the  fight  had  commenced  about 
eight  in  the  morning.  There  have  been  many  battles 
fince  God  created  heaven  and  earth,  but  there  never 
was,  for  the  numbers  engaged,  one  fo  cruel,  fb  furious, 
or  better  fought  on  all  fides,  than  the  battle  of  Ra- 
venna. 

The  French  camp  was  filled  with  lamentations  for 
the  death  of  that  virtuous  and  noble  prince  the  gentle 
Duke  de  Nemours,  who  was  the  non-pareil  in  prowefs 
of  his  age.  It  was  intended  to  have  made  him  King 
of  Naples  had  he  lived ;  but  it  pleafed  God  to  take 
him.  I  think  the  nine  worthies  muff!  have  made  it 
their  requeft,  for  had  he  lived  he  would  have  furpafled 
them  all.-  The  French  loft  many  valiant  captains, 
with  three  thoufand  infantry,  and  eighty  men-at-arms 
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of  the  ordonnance  companies  of  the  King  of  France, 
with  feven  of  his  gentlemen  and  nine  archers  of  his 
guard ;  and  of  the  remainder  the  greater  part  was 
wounded.  A  hundred  years  will  not  repair  the  lofs  of 
the  Spaniards,  for  they  loft  twenty  captains  of  infantry, 
and  ten  thoufand  men,  whofe  captain  general,  Count 
Pedro  Navarra,  was  taken  prifoner.  Of  their  cavalry 
were  killed  upwards  of  thirty  captains,  and  full  eight 
hundred  men-at-arms.  Amongft  a  hundred  great 
lords  and  captains  who  were  taken  prifoners  was  the 
Cardinal  de  Medicis,  who  was  the  Pope's  legate  in  their 
camp.  They  loft  all  their  artillery,  hacquebutes,  and 
baggage  waggons:  in  mort,  of  twenty  thoufand  cavalry 
and  infantry,  not  more  than  four  thoufand  efcaped 
being  killed  or  made  prifoners. 

This  victory  was  prefently  followed  by  the  capture 
and  pillage  of  the  town  of  Ravenna ;  the  lord  Mark 
Anthony  Colonna  retiring  into  the  citadel,  which  was 
good  and  ftrong. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

How  the  French  were  driven  out  of  Lombardy ;  and 
how  the  good  Knight  was  wounded  in  the  retreat  from 
Pavia,  and  of  his  dangerous  illnefs>  and  great  cour- 
tejy.  And  of  the  unfortunate  expedition  againfl  Pam- 
peluna. 

IN  the  death  of  the  Duke  de  Nemours 
the  French  returned  to  Milan,  where 
his  remains  were  interred  with  moft 
fplendid  obfequies.  There  were  pre- 
fent  more  than  ten  thoufand  perfons 
in  mourning,  moft  of  them  on  horfeback ;  and  forty 
ftandards  taken  from  the  enemy  were  trailed  before 
the  body,  which  was  clofe  followed  by  his  banner  and 
guidon,  to  indicate  that  thefe  had  lowered  the  pride  of 
the  former.  And  thus  he  was  carried  to  his  grave 
amid  the  tears  and  groans  of  the  fpectators. 

The  Pope  with  his  wonted  charity  fucceeded  in  fi- 
nally detaching  the  Emperor  from  the  French ;  and  a 
numerous  army  of  the  Venetians,  Swifs,  and  papal 
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troops,  coming  down  upon  their  enfeebled  force,  obliged 
them  to  retire  to  Pavia,  from  which  place  they  alfo 
drove  them  after  a  fhort  but  fierce  ftruggle,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  Lombardy  with  the  exception 
of  the  caftles  of  Milan  and  Cremona,  Lugano,  Lucarna, 
the  town  and  caflle  of  Brefcia,  and  a  few  other  places. 

In  the  retreat  from  Pavia  the  good  Knight  was 
wounded  between  the  neck  and  the  moulder  by  a  ball 
which  carried  away  the  flefh  and  laid  bare  the  bone. 
Thofe  who  faw  it  thought  he  was  killed ;  but  he  who 
was  never  frightened  at  any  thing,  and  knew  that  this 
was  not  the  time  to  mew  fear,  though  he  felt  himfelf 
ferioufly  wounded,  afTured  his  companions  it  was  no- 
thing. They  ftanched  the  wound  as  beft  they  could 
with  mofs  from  the  trees,  and  bound  it  with  linen 
which  the  foldiers  tore  from  their  fhirts,  for  they  had 
no  furgeon  with  them,  by  reafon  of  the  bad  weather. 

The  French  recrofled  the  mountains,  and  went  into 
quarters ;  and  the  good  Knight  betook  himfelf  to  Gre- 
noble to  vifit  his  good  uncle  the  Biihop,  whom  he  had 
not  feen  for  a  long  time.  Here  he  was  attacked  by  a 
violent  fever ;  whether  the  effect  of  his  great  exertions 
of  many  years,  or  of  the  wound  he  received  at  the  re- 
treat from  Pavia,  I  know  not;  fo  that  his  life  was 
defpaired  of.  The  poor  gentleman,  enfeebled  by  dif- 
eafe,  uttered  fuch  piteous  complaints,  that  he  muft  have 
had  a  hard  heart  who  could  have  refrained  from  tears 
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on  hearing  them.  "  Ah!  Lord,"  he  exclaimed,  "  fmce 
cc  it  was  thy  good  ple'afure  to  take  me  from  this  world 
"  thus  early,  why  didft  thou  not  fuffer  me  to  die  with 
"  that  gentle  prince  the  Duke  de  Nemours  and  my 
"  other  comrades  on  the  day  of  Ravenna  ?  or  to  fall 
"  at  the  ftorming  of  Brefcia  where  I  was  fo  feverely 
"  wounded  ?  Alas !  I  mould  then  have  met  a  happier 
"  death,  for  at  leaft  I  mould  have  died  like  my  ance£ 
<c  tors  on  the  battle  field.  Lord,  by  thy  favour  I  have 
Cf  efcaped  death  fo  often  in  battles,  afTaults,  and  fkir- 
( c  mimes ;  and  now  I  muft  die  like  a  maiden  in  my 
<c  bed !  Yet,  though  I  would  fain  have  it  otherwife, 
"  thy  will  be  done.  I  am  a  great  finner,  but  I  hope 
cc  in  thine  infinite  mercy.  Alas !  my  Creator,  I  have 
"  greatly  offended  thee ;  but  had  I  lived  longer,  I  had 
cc  good  hope  to  have  amended  my  evil  ways." 

Thus  did  the  good  Knight  exprefs  his  regret,  and 
then  becaufe  he  was  burning  from  the  great  fever  which 
poflefled  him,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  my  lord  Saint 
Anthony,  faying,  "  Ah !  glorious  confeffor  and  true 
"  friend  of  God,  Saint  Anthony!  All  my  life  I  have  fo 
"  loved  and  trufted  in  thee ;  and  thou  leaveft  me  to 
"  burn  in  fuch  extreme  heat  that  I  defire  only  fpeedy 
"  death.  Alas !  and  doft  thou  not  remember  that 
"  during  the  war  againft  the  Pope,  being  at  Rubera 
"  in  one  of  thy  houfes,  I  preferved  it  from  being  burnt, 
"  which  it  had  been,  had  I  not,  in  honour  of  thy  holy 
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"name,  taken  up  my  quarters  there,  though  it  was 
fc  without  the  fortrefs,  and  in  danger  of  the  enemy, 
cc  who  night  and  day  might  have  paid  me  a  vifit  with- 
"  out  finding  anything  to  prevent  them  ?  And  yet  I 
cc  preferred  remaining  a  month  in  this  fafhion  to  thy 
cc  houfe  being  deftroyed.  At  leaft  I  befeech  thee  to 
cc  allay  this  my  great  heat  and  entreat  God  for  me  that 
cc  he  will  either  foon  take  me  from  this  miferable  world, 
Cf  or  reftore  me  to  health." 

So  piteoufly  did  the  good  Knight  bewail  himfelf 
that  all  the  byftanders  melted  into  tears,  including  his 
good  uncle  the  Bifhop,  who  was  continually  in  prayer 
for  him.  And  not  he  only,  but  all  the  nobles,  citizens, 
merchants,  monks  and  nuns  were  night  and  day  offer- 
ing up  prayers  and  orifons  for  him.  And  it  could  not 
be  but  that  amongfl  fo  many  people  there  mufl  have 
been  fome  good  perfon  whofe  prayer  the  Lord  would 
hear ;  as  was  fufficiently  apparent ;  for  by  degrees  the 
fever  left  him ;  he  began  to  deep  and  recover  his  ap- 
petite, and  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  was  quite  re- 
covered, and  as  lufly  as  ever ;  taking  his  pleafure  in 
vifiting  his  friends  and  the  ladies,  and  banqueting 
from  houfe  to  houfe. 

The  good  Knight  you  mufl  underftand  was  not  a 
faint.  Now  there  dwelt  in  the  town  a  poor  gentle- 
woman who  had  a  very  fair  daughter  of  fifteen  years 
of  age.  Her  poverty  was  fo  extreme  that  to  procure 
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fubfiftence  me  prevailed  upon  her  daughter,  partly  by 
perfuafion  and  partly  by  compulfion,  to  fuffer  herfelf 
to  be  fecretly  conducted  one  evening  to  his  lodgings 
by  a  varlet  of  his.  Returning  late  from  a  banquet  in 
the  town  the  good  Knight  found  her  in  his  apartment. 
She  was  lovely  as  an  angel,  but  her  eyes  were  fwollen 
with  weeping.  Seeing  her  in  this  plight,  he  afked  her 
what  ailed  her,  and  if  me  knew  why  fhe  was  come 
there.  The  poor  girl  threw  herfelf  on  her  knees,  and 
faid;  cc  Alas!  yes,  my  lord,  my  mother  has  infifted  on 
cc  it,  nor  would  I  have  done  fo  without  compulsion ; 
"  but  my  mother  and  I  are  fo  poor  that  we  are  dying 
cc  of  hunger;  and  would  to  God  I  were  dead,  fo  I 
cc  might  not  be  of  the  number  of  unhappy  girls,  and 
"  in  dimonour  all  my  life ; "  And  fo  faying  fhe  wept 
fo  violently  that  there  was  no  pacifying  her. 

When  the  good  Knight  perceived  her  noble  courage, 
he  faid  to  her  almoft  with  tears ;  cc  Truly,  my  friend, 
"  I  will  not  be  fo  wicked  as  to  feek  to  alter  your  vir- 
"  tuous  refolution."  And  changing  vice  into  virtue, 
he  took  her  by  the  hand,  wrapped  her  in  a  cloak,  and 
making  his  varlet  take  a  torch,  he  conducted  her  to  a 
female  relative  of  his  who  lived  near,  under  whofe 
charge  he  left  her. 

The  next  morning  he  fent  for  the  mother,  and  afked 
her  if  me  were  not  a  miferable  wretch  to  be  willing 
to  render  her  daughter  vicious.  The  poor  woman, 
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afhamed  and  afraid,  could  only  anfwer  that  they  were 
in  the  extremity  of  poverty.  cc  Well,"  faid  the  good 
Knight,  ".never  do  fo  vile  a  thing  as  to  fell  your 
cc  daughter,  who  is  a  gentlewoman.  You  fhould  be 
cc  feverely  punimed.  Tell  me  now,  has  no  one  ever 
"  afked  her  in  marriage?" — "  Yes  indeed,"  faid  fhe, 
cc  a  neighbour  of  mine,  an  honourable  man  ;  but  he  re- 
"  quires  fix  hundred  florins,  and  I  have  not  the  half 
cc  of  them."  Cf  And  if  he  had  them,  would  he  marry 
"her?"  faid  the  good  Knight.  "Yes,  afluredly" 
anfwered  me.  He  then  took  his  purfe  and  handed  her 
three  hundred  crowns,  faying  ;  "  Here,  my  friend, 
cc  are  two  hundred  crowns,  which  are  more  than  equi- 
cc  valent  to  fix  hundred  florins  of  this  country,  to 
cc  marry  your  daughter  withal ;  and  a  hundred  crowns 
cc  for  her  wedding  gear."  He  then  prefented  the 
mother  with  another  hundred  crowns  for  herfelf,  and 
defired  his  varlet  not  to  lofe  fight  of  them  till  he  had 
feen  the  daughter  married ;  which  fhe  was  three  days 
after,  and  kept  a  very  creditable  houfe,  taking  her  mo- 
ther to  live  with  her.  I  believe  you  have  never  read 
in  chronicle  or  hiftory  a  more  courteous,  liberal  and 
honourable  action  than  this  of  the  good  Knight. 

He  remained  fome  time  in  Dauphiny  making  great 
cheer  until  he  was  defpatched  by  the  King  his  mafter 
with  fome  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  to  crofs  the  Pyre- 
nees and  reinforce  the  good  lord  de  La  Palifle,  who 
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had  been  fent  to  recover  the  kingdom  of  Navarre  ; 
which  the  King  of  Arragon  had  ufurped  from  him 
who  had  juft  title  to  it,  on  no  other  pretext  than  that 
he  was  in  friendmip  with  the  King  of  France. 

After  taking  fome  fmall  fortrefles  they  laid  fiege  to 
Pampeluna ;  and  whilft  this  was  in  progrefs,  the  good 
Knight  was  detached  with  a  ftrong  force  to  reduce  a 
caftle  about  four  leagues  off,  the  garrifon  of  which 
gave  great  annoyance  to  the  French.  He  fent  forward 
a  trumpet  to  intimate  that  they  muft  place  the  caftle 
in  the  hands  of  their  fovereign  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  that  he  would  then  give  them  quarter  and  allow 
them  to  retire  fafe  with  their  lives ;  but  otherwife, 
mould  the  place  be  taken  by  ftorm,  they  mould  all  be 
cut  to  pieces.  The  garrifon  were  men-of-war  placed 
there  by  the  Duke  of  Nagera  and  the  Alcalde  de  los 
Donzelles,  lieutenant  of  the  King  of  Spain ;  and  be- 
ing all  good  and  loyal  fervants  of  their  mafter  they 
made  anfwer  that  they  would  not  yield  the  place,  and 
ftill  lefs  themfelves.  On  hearing  the  report  of  the 
trumpet  the  good  Knight  without  delay  planted  four 
pieces  of  heavy  artillery  he  had  with  him,  and  cannon- 
aded the  place  brifkly.  Thofe  within,  who  were  not 
more  than  a  hundred  men,  had  plenty  of  hacquebutes 
on  refts  and  two  falconnets  with  which  they  kept  up  a 
fharp  fire  upon  their  enemies ;  but  they  could  not  pre- 
vent their  making  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  a  to- 
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lerably  wide  breach,  but  not  very  practicable  from  the 
fteepnefs  of  the  afcent.  However  in  fuch  matters 
fomething  more  than  wiming  is  requifite. 

The  good  Knight  ordered  the  aflault  to  be  founded, 
and  coming  to  the  lanfquenets,  exhorted  them  to 
march  to  the  breach.  Their  interpreter,  fpeaking  for 
them,  faid  it  was  their  privilege  whenever  a  place  was 
taken  by  ftorm  to  have  double  pay ;  and  if  they  were 
promifed  it,  they  would  go  to  the  aflault;  otherwife 
not.  The  good  Knight  knew  nothing  of  thefe  privi- 
leges, but  to  have  no  longer  tarrying,  promifed  them 
that  if  they  took  the  place  they  mould  have  what  they 
afked.  He  might  promife  as  he  pleafed,  but  the  devil 
a  lanfquenet  ever  mounted  the  breach.  The  adventu- 
rers went  to  it  gallantly,  but  were  heavily  repulfed 
two  or  three  times ;  and  in  truth  the  defenders  mewed 
themfelves  good  foldiers. 

The  good  Knight  feeing  he  could  not  take  the  place 
in  this  fafhion,  founded  the  retreat,  and  caufing  ten  or 
twelve  more  rounds  of  artillery  to  be  fired  as  though 
he  would  widen  the  breach,  he  meanwhile  defired  a 
gentle  companion,  named  little  John  de  La  Vergne,  to 
take  two  or  three  ladders  and  fome  forty  or  fifty  men, 
and  endeavour,  when  he  himfelf  renewed  the  aflault, 
to  fcale  a  large  tower  at  one  corner  of  the  caftle,  afluring 
him  he  would  find  no  one  to  defend  it. 

The  aflault  was  prefently   renewed   more   fiercely 
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than  before,  and  the  whole  garrifon  came  to  defend  the 
breach,  not  dreaming  that  the  place  could  be  entered 
any  other  way.  But  they  were  miftaken  ;  for  La 
Vergne  conducted  his  charge  fo  well  that  he  and  fifty 
men  were  in  the  place  before  they  were  perceived,  and 
crying  France!  France!  Navarre!  Navarre!  ruihed 
on  the  rear  of  thofe  who  were  defending  the  breach, 
who  were  much  aftonimed  at  being  thus  furprized. 
However  they  defended  themfelves  well ;  but  their 
prowefs  ferved  them  not ;  for  the  aflailants  forced  their 
entrance  and  cut  nearly  all  of  them  to  pieces,  and  the 
place  was  ranfacked  and  pillaged. 

As  the  good  Knight  was  preparing  to  return  to  the 
camp,  two  or  three  captains  of  the  lanfquenets  came  to 
him,  and  by  their  interpreter  required  him  to  keep  his 
promife  of  giving  them  double  pay  if  the  place  were 
taken.  This  angered  him  greatly,  and  he  replied  in 
wrath  to  the  interpreter,  "  Tell  your  rafcals  of  lanf- 
cc  quenets  that  I  would  fooner  give  them  each  a  halter  to 
(C  hang  themfelves.  Cowards  that  they  are,  they  would 
"  not  go  to  the  aflault,  and  they  afk  double  pay !  I 
cc  will  fpeak  of  it  to  my  lord  de  La  PalifTe  and  my 
"  lord  of  Suffolk  their  captain  general ;  but  it  mall  be 
"  to  break  them  ;  for  they  are  of  no  more  worth  than 
"  the  vileft  wenches."  When  the  interpreter  told  them 
what  he  faid,  they  immediately  raifed  a  marvellous 
uproar ;  but  the  good  Knight  founded  to  the  ftandard 
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and  aflembled  his  men-at-arms  and  adventurers ;  fo 
that  had  they  made  a  mow  of  any  thing,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  cut  them  to  pieces.  They  appeafed  them- 
felves  by  degrees,  and  returned  to  .the  camp  before 
Pampeluna  in  their  ranks  like  the  others. 

That  fame  evening  the  good  Knight  gave  a  fupper 
to  all  the  leaders,  amongft  whom  was  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  called  the  White  Rofe,1  captain  general  of  all 
the  lanfquenets  in  the  camp,  of  whom  there  were  fix  or 
feven  thoufand. 

As  they  were  finifhmg  fupper  a  lanfquenet,  who  had 
well  drunk,  entered,  faying  he  was  come  to  feek  the 
captain  Bayard  to  kill  him,  becaufe  he  would  not  give 
them  money.  He  {poke  a  little  bad  French,  and  the 
captain  Pierrepont  hearing  him,  faid  laughing  to  the 
good  Knight  cc  My  lord,  here  is  a  lanfquenet  feeking 
"  for  you  to  kill  you."  The  good  Knight,  who  was 
the  merrieft  creature  poflible,  rofe  from  table  with  his 
fword  in  his  hand,  and  addreffing  the  lanfquenet  faid ; 
cc  Is  it  you  who  defire  to  kill  captain  Bayard  ?  Here  he 
"  is ;  defend  yourfelf."  The  poor  fellow,  drunk  as  he 
was,  was  terribly  frightened,  and  replied  that  it  was 
not  he  alone  but  all  the  lanfquenets  who  wiihed  to  kill 
the  captain  Bayard.  "  Ha !  upon  my  foul,"  faid  the 
good  Knight,  who  was  burfting  with  laughter,  "  I  am 
cc  off;  and  have  no  mind  fingly  to  fight  feven  thoufand 
cc  lanfquenets.  An  arbitration,  comrade,  for  God's 
<f  fake."  All  the  company  laughed  heartily.  The 


without  Fear  and  without  Reproach.     197 

foldier  was  feated  at  table  oppofite  the  good  Knight, 
who  plied  him  fo  well  in  the  fafhion  he  had  commenced 
in,  that  before  he  went  away  he  fwore  to  defend  the 
captain  Bayard  before  and  againft  all ;  and  that  he  was 
a  proper  man  and  had  good  wine. 

The  next  day  the  artillery  commenced  battering 
Pampeluna,  and  the  ftorming  was  attempted ;  but  the 
place  was.  fo  well  defended  by  that  gentle  Spanim 
knight  the  Alcalde  de  los  Donzelles  that  the  French 
were  obliged  to  retreat  with  heavy  lofs.  It  was  an  un- 
fortunate expedition ;  for  the  French  on  entering  Na- 
varre, deftroyed  and  wafted  every  thing,  broke  the 
windmills  and  did  many  fuch  like  things,  which  occa- 
fioned  fuch  a  fcarcity  and  famine  that  much  people, 
died ;  and  the  army  was  in  fuch  want  of  fhoes  that  a 
wretched  pair  for  a  lacquey  coft  a  crown.  In  addition 
to  thefe  diftrefTes,  the  Spaniards  had  arrived  at  Ponte 
da  Reyna  near  Pampeluna  with  eight  or  ten  thoufand 
men  ;  and  the  King  of  Navarre  was  advifed  by  the 
lord  de  La  Palifle  and  all  the  captains  to  retire  till 
another  feafon.  The  (lege  was  therefore  raifed  in  open 
day,  and  the  artillery  fent  away ;  but  the  mountains 
over  which  it  was  to  pafs  were  too  rugged,  and  after 
carrying  it  three  days'  march  by  dint  of  men  and 
money,  the  French  were  conftrained  to  leave  it  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  having  firft  rendered  it  ufelefs  to 
the  enemy. 

The  army  fuffered  much  from  want  of  provifions  in 
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recrofling  the  mountains,  and  were  conftantly  harafTed 
by  the  enemy.  One  day  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  between 
whom  and  the  good  Knight  there  exifted  a  great  and 
perfect  friendfhip,  was  fo  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  having 
neither  eaten  nor  drunk  the  whole  day,  that  late  in  the 
evening  he  came  to  the  good  Knight  and  faid  cc  Cap- 
cc  tain  Bayard,  my  friend,  I  am  dying  of  hunger ;  I 
cc  pray  you  give  me  fome  fupper  to  day,  for  my  peo- 
"  pie  tell  me  there  is  nothing  at  my  quarters."  The 
good  Knight  who  was  never  out  of  fpirits,  replied, 
<c  Certainly,  my  lord,  and  you  mail  be  well  enter- 
Cf  tained."  Then  calling  for  his  fteward  he  faid,  "  De 
"  Mylieu,  go  before  and  haflen  fupper ;  and  let  us  have 
cc  every  thing  in  the  fame  ftyle  as  in  Paris/'  At 
which  the  Duke  laughed  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  for 
they  had  been  already  two  days  with  nothing  to  eat 
but  bread  made  of  millet. 

However  they  made  as  handfome  a  retreat  as  ever 
foldiers  made  ;  and  above  all  the  good  Knight  acquired 
great  honour,  being  always  in  the  rear  till  danger  was 
pail,  for  they  readily  paid  him  the  compliment  of  al- 
ways placing  him  amongft  the  firft  in  an  advance,  and 
amongfl  the  laft  in  a  retreat.  Right  glad  were  the 
French  to  reach  Bayonne,  where  they  got  a  fufficiency 
of  food  and  leifure  to  eat  it ;  but  many  of  the  infantry, 
who  were  famiftied,  eat  fo  much  that  they  died  of  it. 

In  this  year  died  Pope  Julius,  that  pretty  friend  to 
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the  French ;  and  the  cardinal  de  Medicis  was  elected  in 
his  room  by  the  title  of  Pope  Leo. 

There  came  alfo  to  the  coaft  of  Brittany  an  Englim 
army  which  did  no  great  things.  One  day  a  large 
Englim  fhip  called  the  Regent L,  and  a  veflel  of  the 
Queen  of  France,  Duchefs  of  Brittany,  called  the  Cor- 
delier e  met,  and  fought.  During  the  combat  one  of 
the  mips  was  fet  on  fire,  and  finally  both  were  burned. 
The  Englim  fuffered  great  lofs ;  for  on  board  the  faid 
Regent  were  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  who  perifh- 
ed  without  the  poffibility  of  efcape. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

How  the  King  Henry  of  England  made  a  dejcent  on 
France  and  befeeged  Terouenne ;  and  of  the  battle  call- 
ed the  Battle  of  the  Spurs,  in  which  the  good  Knight 
performed  great  feats  of  arms. 

ARLY  in  the  year  1513  Henry  the 
eighth  King  of  England,  having  al- 
lied himfelf  with  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian, difembarked  at  Calais  with  a 
powerful  army  to  invade  Picardy ; 
whereupon  the  King  of  France  fent  his  lieutenant  gen- 
eral the  lord  de  Pyennes,  governor  of  the  province, 
with  a  large  force  to  oppofe  him. 

The  Englim  loft  no  time  in  laying  fiege  to  the  town 
of  Terouenne,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  defend- 
ed by  two  bold  and  gallant  gentlemen,  the  lord  de  Te- 
ligny,  fenefchal  of  Rouergue,  and  the  lord  de  Pontdor- 
my,  with  their  bands,  fome  French  adventurers,  and 
fome  lanfquenets  under  the  command  of  captain  Bran- 
dec.  They  were  all  good  foldiers  and  capable  of  holding 
out  if  they  had  had  provifions ;  but  the  French  feldom 
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victual  a  place  in  time  or  in  fufficient  quantities.  The 
befiegers  were  commanded  by  mafter  Charles  Brandon 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  captain  Talbot,  the  lieute- 
nants of  the  King  of  England  ;  who  foon  after  joined 
them  in  perfon,  having  been  fuffered  to  pafs  under  the 
very  nofes  of  the  French  army  by  the  lord  de  Pyennes, 
who  had  ftrict  orders  from  his  mafter  to  hazard  nothing. 

The  good  Knight  however  attacked  his  rear  and 
captured  a  piece  of  artillery  named  the  Saint  John  ; 
being  one  of  twelve  which  the  King  Henry  had  with 
him  and  called  his  twelve  apoftles.  The  King  of 
England  was  received  with  great  joy  by  his  army,  for 
he  was  a  jovial  and  liberal  prince  ;  and  three  or  four 
days  after  he  was  joined  by  the  Emperor  Maximilian 
with  a  number  of  Hainaulters  and  Burgundians. 

The  French  were  ordered  at  whatever  peril  to  throw 
provifions  into  Terouenne,  which  could  not  be  done 
without  great  hazard,  as  it  was  clofely  invefted.  They 
determined  upon  making  a  feigned  attack  on  the  Eng- 
lifh  camp  with  all  their  men-at-arms,  whilft  a  detach- 
ment mould  throw  provifions  into  the  ditch,  whence 
the  garrifon  were  to  draw  them  into  the  town.  On 
the  appointed  day  the  French  captains  and  their  men 
got  to  horfe  ;  but  the  King  of  England,  who  had  been 
informed  by  his  fpies  of  their  intention,  had  at  day- 
break pofted  on  a  hill  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  Englifh 
archers  and  four  or  five  thoufand  lanfquenets,  with 
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about  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  when  the 
French  had  paffed  to  defcend  and  cut  off  their  re- 
treat ;  and  he  had  ordered  out  all  his  men-at-arms, 
Englifh,  Burgundians  and  Hainaulters,  to  attack  them 
in  front.  It  muft  be  obferved  in  juftice  to  the  French, 
who  have  been  much  blamed  in  this  affair,  that  they 
had  orders  not  to  rifk  a  battle,  but  if  they  were  preffed, 
to  retreat  as  expeditioufly  as  they  could. 

The  French  advanced  within  a  league  of  Terouenne, 
when  a  marp  and  fevere  fkirmim  took  place,  in  which 
they  did  their  devoir  well,  until  they  perceived  that 
large  body  of  infantry  defcending  from  the  hill  in  two 
divifions  to  inclofe  them.  Upon  this  their  trumpets 
founded  the  retreat ;  they  retired  at  firft  at  a  walk,  but 
being  preffed,  betook  themfelves  to  a  trot,  and  finally 
to  a  gallop  ;  and  the  foremoft  of  them  threw  them- 
felves fo  violently  upon  the  lord  de  La  Paliffe,  who  was 
in  order  of  battle  with  the  Duke  de  Longueville,  that 
they  put  all  into  diforder.  The  purfuers,  perceiving 
this,  preffed  them  fo  hotly  that  they  made  all  the 
French  turn  their  backs  in  fpite  of  the  attempts  of  the 
lord  de  La  Paliffe  and  others  to  rally  them,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  take  refuge  in  their  camp  where  they 
had  left  their  artillery  and  infantry.  In  this  rout  the 
Duke  de  Longueville  was  taken  prifoner,  with  many 
others  ;  and  the  lord  de  La  Paliffe  narrowly  efcaped. 

The  good  Knight  retreated  reluctantly ;   and  with 
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Tome  fifteen  men-at-arms  who  remained  with  him  fre- 
quently turned  upon  the  enemy,  till  he  came  to  a  little 
bridge  where  but  two  horfemen  could  pafs  abreaft. 
Here  he  kept  the  Burgundians  and  Hainaulters  in 
check,  who  finding  they  could  make  no  impreflion,  fent 
to  haften  the  Englim  archers ;  but  in  the  meanwhile 
more  than  two  hundred  of  their  cavalry,  croffing  a 
ford  by  the  windmill,  furrounded  the  good  Knight  and 
his  party.  Seeing  this,  he  faid  to  his  comrades,  Cf  My 
cc  lords,  let  us  furrender  to  thefe  gentlemen ;  our 
"  prowefs  will  avail  us  no  farther,  for  our  horfes  are 
cc  exhaufted,  and  they  are  ten  to  one ;  our  people  are 
"  three  leagues  off,  and  if  we  delay  longer,  the  En- 
cc  glifh  archers  will  come  up  and  cut  us  to  pieces."  As 
he  faid  this  the  Burgundians  and  Hainaulters  came  up, 
and  charged  them  with  cries  of  Burgundy  !  Burgundy  ! 
and  the  French,  having  no  longer  the  power  of  refifting, 
yielded  themfelves,  one  here  and  another  there,  to  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  of  their  enemies. 

Whilft  each  was  occupied  in  fecuring  his  prifoner, 
the  good  Knight  perceived  a  well  appointed  gentleman 
fitting  under  fome  fhrubs,  fo  exhaufted  by  the  extreme 
heat  and  fatigue  that  he  had  taken  off  his  helmet  and 
did  not  care  to  trouble  himfelf  about  the  prifoners. 
He  fpurred  ftraight  to  him  fword  in  hand,  and  putting 
the  weapon  to  his  throat  faid,  "  Yield,  man-at-arms,  or 
cc  thou  dieft."  The  gentleman  was  aftounded,  but  faid, 
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cc  Well,  I  yield  me,  fince  thou  haft  caught  me  thus ; 
cc  but  who  are  you  ?"  cc  I  am  the  captain  Bayard  and 
cc  now  yield  myfelf  to  you,  and  prefent  you  my  fword, 
cc  praying  you  to  take  me  with  you  ;  but  one  courtefy 
cc  you  (hall  do  me ;  if  we  meet  any  Englim  by  the 
"  way  who  wifh  to  kill  us,  you  mall  reftore  it  me." 
This  the  gentleman  promifed  to  do,  and  kept  his  word ; 
for  on  their  way  to  the  camp  they  were  both  obliged 
to  ufe  their  blades  againft  fome  Englim  who,  difregard- 
ing  ranfom,  fought  only  to  kill  the  prifoners. 

When  the  good  Knight  had  been  entertained  by 
this  gentleman  in  his  tent  in  the  Englifh  camp  for 
three  or  four  days,  he  required  to  be  conducted  to  the 
French  camp,  faying  he  was  already  tired  of  being  where 
he  was.  His  captor,  not  a  little  furprized,  obferved  that 
nothing  had  yet  been  faid  about  his  ranfom.  cc  My 
cc  ranfom !"  faid  the  good  Knight, cc  No,  nor  of  yours ; 
cc  for  you  are  my  prifoner  as  well,  having  firft  yielded 
cc  to  me ;  and  if  you  do  not  fend  me  away,  I  fhall 
cc  fome  way  or  other  effect  my  efcape,  and  fhall  at 
Cf  furedly  call  you  to  account."  The  gentleman,  who 
was  a  courteous  knight  enough,  faid  that  he  was  ready 
to  do  what  was  juft,  and  would  abide  by  the  decifion 
of  the  commanders. 

It  was  foon  known  in  the  Englim  camp  that  the 
good  Knight  was  taken  prifoner;  and  to  hear  them 
fpeak  of  it,  you  would  think  they  had  gained  a  battle. 
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The  Emperor  fent  for  him  to  his  quarters,  and  re- 
ceived him  moft  gracioufly,  faying,  cc  Captain  Bayard, 
"  my  friend,  I  am  overjoyed  to  fee  you.  Would  to 
cc  God  I  had  many  fuch  men  as  you ;  I  think  it  would 
cc  not  be  long  before  I  mould  take  my  revenge  for  all 
"  the  good  turns  the  King  your  mafter,  and  the 
cc  French  have  done  me  heretofore."  And  he  added 
jeftingly,  "  We  formerly  were  at  the  wars  together,  and 
cc  I  remember  that  it  was  then  faid  that  the  captain  Bay- 
"  ard  never  fled."  "  Sire,"  replied  he,  cc  I  was  never 
"  in  that  fchool  where  I  learned  to  flee.  Had  I  fled,  I 
"  fhould  not  be  here." 

During  their  converfation  the  King  of  England  ar- 
rived, to  whom  the  good  Knight  was  made  known,  and 
paid  reverence  due  to  fo  great  a  prince.  The  King 
received  him  gracioufly,  and  fpeaking  of  the  battle,  faid 
he  had  never  feen  men  run  away  with  fuch  hearty 
good  will  and  in  fuch  numbers  as  the  French,  who 
were  only  purfued  by  four  or  five  hundred  horfe ;  and 
he  and  the  Emperor  fpoke  very  flightingly  of  their  con- 
duct. The  good  Knight  warmly  defended  them  on  the 
ground  of  the  orders  they  had  received  from  their  com- 
manders, and  of  their  having  had  no  infantry  or  artillery. 
"  Truly,  my  lord  de  Bayard,"  faid  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, cc  if  all  refembled  you,  I  fhould  foon  be  compelled 
cc  to  raife  the  fiege.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  you  are 
"  fortunately  for  me  a  prifoner."  "  Sire,"  anfwered  the 
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good  Knight,  cc  I  do  not  admit  it,  and  would  refer  it 
cc  to  the  Emperor  and  you."  And  then,  in  prefence 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  yielded,  he  recount- 
ed the  whole  matter.  The  Emperor  declared  it  to  be 
his  opinion  that  the  two  gentlemen  were  quit  with  each 
other,  and  that  the  good  Knight  might  depart  when- 
ever it  pleafed  the  King  of  England ;  who  accorded 
with  him,  and  faid,  that  if  he  would  give  his  parole 
not  to  bear  arms  for  fix  weeks,  he  might  afterwards 
return ;  and  in  the  meantime  might  vifit  the  towns  of 
Flanders.  The  good  Knight  thanked  them  for  their 
courtefies,  and  went  to  fpend  the  appointed  time  in 
that  country ;  during  which  the  King  of  England  tried 
every  means  to  gain  him  over,  but  in  vain ;  for  his 
heart  was  altogether  French ;  and  when  his  term  was 
expired  he  returned  to  France  amid  the  regrets  of  all 
with  whom  he  had  {pent  the  period  of  his  captivity. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  of  the  Spurs,  Terou- 
enne  furrendered  for  want  of  provifions ;  and  was  de- 
molimed  by  the  Englifh,  who  foon  after  took  Tournay 
alfo,  which  the  King  of  England  ftrongly  fortified. 
The  winter  being  now  far  advanced,  the  camp  was 
broken  up,  the  King  of  England  returning  to  his 
kingdom,  and  the  Emperor  to  Germany.  The  French 
alfo  broke  up  their  camp  and  went  into  winter  quarters 
in  the  frontier  garrifons  of  Picardy. 

In  this  year  of  1513  great  reverfes  befell  Louis  the 
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twelfth  as  well  as  his  allies ;  amongft  whom  was  James 
the  fourth  of  Scotland,  who,  attempting  to  invade  En- 
gland, was  defeated  and  (lain  at  the  battle  of  Flodden. 
However,  the  King  of  France  was  fo  beloved  by  his 
fubjecls  that  at  their  requeft  God  aided  him  ;  and  al- 
though the  greater  part  of  the  princes  of  Europe  and 
even  all  his  neighbours  had  fworn  his  ruin,  he  defended 
his  realm  well.  From  Picardy  he  returned  by  eafy 
marches  to  his  town  of  Blois,  of  which  he  was  very 
fond  becaufe  it  was  his  birthplace ;  but  he  had  fcarcely 
arrived  there  when  a  great  and  irreparable  misfortune 
befell  him,  as  you  mall  hear. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Of  the  death  of  the  magnanimous  and  virtuous  princefs 
Anne,  queen  of  France  and  duchejs  of  Brittany.  Of 
the  marriage  of  King  Louis  the  twelfth  with  Mary 
of  England \  and  of  his  death.  Of  the  battle  of 
Francis  King  of  France  with  the  Swifs ;  and  how 
he  would  be  knighted  at  the  hands  of  the  good  Knight 
without  fear  and  without  reproach. 

[N  the  following  January  the  King's 
good  companion  and  fpoufe  Anne, 
Queen  of  France  and  Duchefs  of 
Brittany,  fell  grievoufly  fick,  and 
notwithftanding  all  the  {kill  of  her 
phyfkians,  in  lefs  than  a  week  fhe  rendered  her  foul 
to  God.  The  nobility  of  France  and  Brittany  expe- 
rienced an  incalculable  lofs  ;  for  a  more  magnanimous, 
virtuous,  wife,  liberal  and  accomplifhed  princefs  never 
wore  the  crown  of  France  fince  there  was  fuch  a  title 
as  queen.  She  left  her  hufband  two  good  and  lovely 
princefles,  Claude  and  Renee,  the  latter  about  three 
years  old.  v 
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In  the  month  of  Odober  in  the  fame  year  the  King, 
in  order  to  fpare  his  people  the  continued  miferies  of 
war,  reluctantly  efpoufed  the  lady  Mary,  fitter  of  the 
King  of  England  ;  and  his  fate  refembled  that  of  the 
pelican.  For  after  that  the  queen  Mary  had  made  her 
entry  into  Paris,  which  was  in  great  ftate,  and  that 
many  joufts  and  tournays,  which  lafted  fix  weeks,  were 
over  ;  the  good  King,  who  for  his  wife's  fake  had 
changed  his  whole  manner  of  living,  (for  whereas  he 
was  wont  to  dine  at  eight  o'clock,  he  was  obliged  to 
dine  at  midday  ;  and  whereas  he  was  wont  to  go  to 
bed  at  fix  in  the  evening,  he  now  often  did  not  retire 
till  midnight,)  fell  fick  ;  and  dying  the  following  Jan- 
uary was  buried  at  Saint  Denis  with  his  anceftors.  He 
was  lamented  by  all  his  fubjects,  and  not  without  good 
reafbn  ;  for  he  had  maintained  them  in  peace,  and  ruled 
them  with  juftice  ;  fo  that  after  his  death  and  all  his 
praifes  faid,  he  was  defer  vedly  called  the  Father  of  the 
People.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Francis,  firft  of  that 
name,  who  was  juft  twenty,  the  handfomeft  prince  of 
his  day  and  but  lately  married  to  the  lady  Claude  of 
France,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  late  King,  and  Duchefs 


Soon  after  his  coronation  Francis  made  preparations 
for  reconquering  his  duchy  of  Milan,  and  moved  his 
army  towards  the  Lyonnefe  and  Dauphiny.  The  good 
Knight,  as  was  always  the  cafe  on  an  advance,  was  fent 
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forward  with  a  detachment,  and  rendered  the  King 
good  fervice  by  furprifing  the  lord  Prorper  Colonna  in 
the  town  of  Villafranca,  and  making  him  and  feveral 
captains  prifbners,  capturing  an  immenfe  booty  in  mo- 
ney, horfes,  gold  and  filver  vefTels  and  other  moveables, 
which  the  lord  Profper  himfelf  declared  was  a  lofs  to 
him  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns.  The  King  of  France 
received  thefe  good  news  as  he  defcended  the  moun- 
tains ;  and  it  is  certain  that  this  capture  did  the  French 
great  fervice ;  for  had  not  the  lord  Profper  been  taken 
he  would  have  been  at  the  fubfequent  battle,  and  by 
his  means  the  Spaniards  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Pope's  army  would  have  been  there  too,  muttering 
together  a  thoufand  men-at-arms ;  which  would  have 
given  the  French  fuch  troublefome  work  as  they  could 
well  difpenfe  with. 

The  Swifs,  who  had  pofTefled  themfelves  of  the 
pafles,  when  they  heard  of  the  capture  of  the  lord 
Profper  abandoned  them,  and  as  the  French  advanced, 
retreated  to  Milan.  When  the  French  had  approached 
within  fifteen  miles  of  that  city,  propofals  were  made 
to  arrange  their  differences  in  conference;  but  whilft 
this  was  pending  the  Cardinal  of  Syon,  who  had  all 
his  life  been  the  mortal  enemy  of  the  French,  fo  ftirred 
up  the  Swifs  by  his  preaching  one  Thurfday  evening, 
that  they  fallied  from  Milan  like  mad  people,  and 
made  a  fudden  irruption  on  the  French  camp  at  Ma- 
rignano. 
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The  conftable,  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  who  com- 
manded the  vanguard,  immediately  formed  his  troops, 
and  fent  word  to  the  King  who  was  juft  going  to 
fupper.  He  did  not  ftay  to  tafte  it  but  went  ftraight 
to  the  enemy,  where  the  fkirmiming  had  already  com- 
menced, which  lafted  fome  while  before  the  great  game 
began.  The  King  endeavoured  to  pafs  his  lanfquenets, 
of  whom  he  had  a  confiderable  number,  acrofs  a  ditch 
in  order  to  reach  the  Swifs,  but  whenever  a  few  ranks 
had  patted  they  were  overwhelmed  by  the  Swifs  and 
pufhed  into  the  ditch  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  lord 
de  Guife,1  who  "was  left  for  dead,  the  Duke  de  Bour- 
bon, the  gentle  Count  de  St.  Pol,  the  good  Knight 
and  fome  others  who  charged  through  this  body  of 
Swifs,  there  v/ould  have  been  much  mifchief  done, 
for  night  was  faft  approaching,  and  night  knows  no 
mame. 

The  Swifs  were  at  length  broken  by  the  cavalry  of 
the  vanguard ;  and  a  body  of  about  two  thoufand  of 
them  pa/Ted  oppofite  the  King,  who  charged  them 
gallantly.  The  fight  was  fevere  and  his  perfon  was 
in  great  danger;  for  his  grandebuffe2  was  pierced 
through  and  through  by  a  pike.  It  was  already  fo 
dark  they  could  fcarcely  fee  each  other,  and  the 
two  parties  were  forced  to  feparate  and  repofe  as  they 
could ;  the  King  of  France  fharing  the  fortune  of  the 
meaneft  of  his  foldiers,  and  remaining  all  night  on 
horfeback. 
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The  good  Knight  had  a  narrow  efcape.  In  the  laft 
charge  upon  the  Swifs  in  the  duik  of  the  evening,  he 
was  mounted  on  a  gallant  fteed,  his  fecond  horfe,  for 
the  firft  had  been  killed  under  him  in  the  firft  charge. 
The  pikes  briftled  fo  thick  about  him  that  his  horfe's 
bridle  was  torn  off.  When  the  animal  felt  himfelf 
without  rein,  he  ruihed  in  fpite  of  the  Swifs  right 
through  their  ranks,  and  was  carrying  his  rider  ftraight 
into  another  body  of  them,  when  he  was  fortunately 
arrefted  by  fome  vines  feftooned  from  tree  to  tree. 

The  good  Knight,  who  did  not  lofe  his  prefence  of 
mind,  knew  that  he  was  dead  part  remedy  if  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  quickly  difmouiited, 
threw  of  his  helmet  and  cuiffes,  and  crawled^rlongUhe 
ditches  upon  all  fours  to  where  he  guefled  the  French 
camp  to  be,  and  heard  the  cry  of  France  !  By  God's 
mercy  he  reached  it  in  fafety,  and  the  firft  perfon  he 
met  was  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  who  was  much  {hocked 
to  fee  him  thus  on  foot.  He  forthwith  made  them 
bring  him  a  gallant  charger,  called  le  Carman,  which 
had  been  taken  at  the  fiege  of  Brefcia,  and  prefented 
to  the  Duke  by  the  good  Knight  himfelf.  The  good 
Knight  rode  him  at  the  battle  of  Ravenna  and  left  him 
there  for  dead  with  two  pike  wounds  in  his  flanks  and 
more  than  twenty  fword  cuts  on  his  head;  but  the 
next  day  he  was  found  quietly  grazing,  and  began  to 
neigh  ;  upon  which  he  was  taken  to  the  good  Knight's 
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quarters,  and  his  wounds  tended.  It  appears  incredi- 
ble, but  is  neverthelefs  a  fact,  that  he  would  allow  them 
to  lay  him  down  and  drefs  his  wounds  without  ftirring, 
like  a  human  being ;  and  whenever  he  afterwards  faw 
a  fword,  he  would  rum  at  it  and  feize  it  with  his  teeth. 
A  higher  couraged  horfe  was  never  feen ;  he  was  ano- 
ther Alexander's  Bucephalus. 

The  good  Knight  was  rejoiced  to  find  himfelf  efcaped 
from  fuch  great  danger,  and  fo  well  remounted ;  but 
he  was  troubled  at  having  no  helmet,  for  in  thefe  affairs 
it  is  fomewhat  dangerous  to  go  bareheaded.  Perceiv- 
ing a  gentleman  his  friend,  whofe  page  was  carrying 
his  helmet,  he  begged  him  to  lend  it  him  for  an  hour 
or  two,  as  he  was  afraid  of  catching  cold  after  heating 
himfelf  fo  much  on  foot ;  and  he  never  parted  with  it 
till  the  battle  was  over. 

At  daybreak  the  Swifs  recommenced  with  an  attack 
upon  the  French  artillery,  with  which  they  were  well 
ferved.  But  they  fought  admirably  for  three  or  four 
good  hours,  till  they  were  at  length  broken,  leaving  on 
the  field  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men.  The  remainder 
retreated  in  pretty  good  order  to  Milan,  whither  they 
were  efcorted  by  the  fwords  of  the  French  and  of  a 
reinforcement  of  Venetians  commanded  by  the  captain 
general  of  the  fignory  who  had  juft  arrived.  The  lofs  of 
the  French  was  very  great,  for  there  fell  the  lord  Fran- 
cis de  Bourbon,  the  gentle  captain  d'Hymbercourt,  the 
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count  de  Sanxerre,  and  the  lord  de  Mouy ;  and  the 
Prince  de  Talmont  and  the  lord  de  Bucy  afterwards 
died  of  their  wounds.  It  was  determined  not  to  pur- 
fue  the  Swifs,  but  to  allow  them  to  retire  to  their  own 
country  ;  and  Milan  foon  after  furrendered. 

In  the  evening  of  the  battle  there  was  great  joy  in 
the  French  camp,  and  the  King  was  minded  at  once 
to  confer  knighthood  on  thofe  who  had  ferved  him  in 
this  battle,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  do  great  honour  to 
the  good  Knight  who  had  fo  well  fuftained  his  previous 
reputation.  As  by  the  rules  of  chivalry  a  knight 
only  could  confer  knighthood,  the  King,  before  ma- 
king the  others,  fent  for  the  lord  de  Bayard,  and 
informed  him  that  he  defired  to  be  knighted  by  him 
as  the  knight  of  greater!:  renown  for  his  feats  of 
arms  on  foot  and  on  horfeback  in  divers  battles,  as 
Brefcia,  Padua  and  Ravenna.  cc  Sire,"  anfwered  the 
good  Knight,  "  he  who  is  crowned,  confecrated  and 
"  anointed  with  the  oil  fent  from  heaven  and  is  king  of 
"  fo  noble  a  kingdom,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Church,  is  a 
"  knight  above  all  other  knights."  cc  Come  Bayard," 
faid  the  King,  cc  defpatch.  Allege  me  not  laws  and 
cc  canons  ;  but  obey  my  will  and  command,  if  you 
cf  would  be  of  the  number  of  my  good  fervants  and 
"  fubjeds."  "  Certes,  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  I  will 
"  do  it  hot  once,  but  a  hundred  times  at  your  com- 
<(  mand."  He  then  took  his  fword  and  laying  it  on 
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the  King's  fhoulder  faid ;  cc  Sire,  may  you  be  as  re- 
cc  nowned  as  Roland  or  Oliver,  Godfrey  or  Baldwin 
cc  his  brother;  and  God  grant  you  may  never  turn 
cc  your  back  in  war."  Then  in  merry  manner  he  held 
up  his  fword  and  addrefled  it  aloud ; — cc  Moft  fortu- 
"  nate  art  thou  to  have  this  day  conferred  knighthood 
"  on  fo  diftinguifhed  and  puifTant  a  king.  Certes,  my 
cf  good  fword,  I  mall  keep  thee  as  a  facred  relic,  ho- 
"  noured  above  all  others ;  and  will  never  ufe  thee  but 
cc  againft  Turks,  Saracens  or  Moors ; "  and  fo  he  re- 
turned it  to  its  fcabbard.3 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Of  many  events  which  came  to  pafs  in  France,  Italy 
and  Spain  during  two  or  three  years ;  and  how  the 
good  Knight  defended  the  town  of  Maizieres  againft 
the  Emperor's  force,  whereby  he  acquired  great  honour. 

N  the  month  of  December  the  King 
of  France  went  to  vifit  the  Pope  at 
Bologna,  who  received  him  with 
great  attentions.  On  his  return  he 
came  to  Milan ;  and  having  left  there 
the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  conftable  of  France,  as  his  lieu- 
tenant general,  he  went  ftraight  to  Provence  where  he 
met  his  good  and  loyal  fpoufe,  and  Madame  his  mo- 
ther whom,  at  his  departure,  he  had  left  regent  of  his 
kingdom. 

About  this  time  died  Ferdinand  King  of  Arragon, 
who  in  his  lifetime  had  gained  great  victories.  He 
was  vigilant,  cautious  and  fubtle ;  and  it  is  nowhere 
related  that  he  was  ever  overreached ;  and  thus  he 
greatly  augmented  the  wealth  of  his  fucceflbr. 
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The  Emperor  Maximilian,  difpleafed  at  the  fplendid 
vidtory  which  the  King  of  France  had  gained  over  the 
Swifs  and  at  his  having  conquered  his  duchy  of  Milan, 
afTembled  a  great  number  of  lanfquenets  and  fome 
Swifs,  and  came  in  perfon  into  the  faid  duchy.  The 
conftable  retired  into  the  town,  where  a  few  days 
*  after  he  was  reinforced  by  eight  or  ten  thoufand  Swifs; 
feeing  which,  the  Emperor,  who  was  the  moft  fufpi- 
cious  man  in  the  world,  retreated  to  his  own  country. 
He  gained  little  honour  by  his  enterprife,  but  the  Con- 
ftable great  renown.  The  good  Knight  made  many 
incurfions  on  the  Germans  and  took  many  prifoners, 
but  he  got  nothing  from  them  but  their  pikes  and 
daggers. 

The  following  year  died  John,  King  of  Navarre, 
who  had  been  defpoiled  by  Ferdinand  King  of  Arragon. 

About  the  month  of  October  in  the  fame  year  the 
pardon  of  the  crufade  was  given  in  France  by  pope 
Leo,  whence  iprang  many  fcandals  and  jefts  by  reafon 
of  the  preachers,  who  faid  much  more  than  the  bull 
warranted. 

The  laft  day  of  February  1517  the  good,  difcreet 
and  very  perfect  Queen  of  France,  Claude,  was  deli- 
vered of  her  firft  fon  Francis,  dauphin  of  Viennois,  in 
the  town  of  Amboife.  There  were  great  rejoicings 
throughout  the  kingdom  of  France;  and  amongft 
others  the  town  of  Orleans  did  wonders ;  for  during 
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a  whole  day  two  fountains  poured  forth  red  and  white 
wine ;  and  from  a  fmall  pipe  there  ran  hypocras,  to 
which  many  ftuck  when  they  had  once  tailed  it. 

In  the  year  1519  died  the  Emperor  Maximilian; 
and  his  grandfon  Charles,  King  of  Spain,  was  elected 
Emperor  in  his  {lead. 

Robert  de  La  Marche,  lord  of  Sedan,  having  made 
fome  incuriions  into  his  territories,  the  new  Emperor 
aflembled  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men  under  the 
Count  de  NafTau  and  the  lord  Francifco,  and  took 
feveral  of  his  towns ;  and  then,  without  any  warning, 
fuddenly  befieged  and  took  Mozon  which  belonged  to 
the  King  of  France  with  whom  he  was  at  peace,  and 
threatened  the  town  of  Maizieres  in  Champagne. 

The  King  of  France  defpatched  the  good  Knight  to 
defend  it  until  he  had  collected  his  army,  declaring 
that  there  was  no  man  in  his  kingdom  in  whom  he 
had  greater  confidence.  The  good  Knight,  who  only 
deiired  to  ferve  his  matter  and  acquire  honour,  forth- 
with threw  himfelf  into  Maizieres  with  the  young  lord 
Anne  de  Montmorency,  and  fome  other  young  gen- 
tlemen who  volunteered  to  accompany  him,  with  a 
number  of  infantry  commanded  by  the  captain  Boncal 
and  the  lord  de  Montmoreau.  They  found  the  town 
in  very  poor  plight  for  {landing  a  fiege,  but  the  good 
Knight  fet  every  one,  horfe  and  foot,  to  work  to  repair 
the  ramparts ;  and  himfelf  fet  them  the  example,  and 
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inspired  them  with  fuch  courage  that  they  thought 
themfelves  in  the  ftrongeft  place  in  the  world. 

Two  days  after  their  arrival  Maizieres  was  befieged 
from  two  points ;  on  one  fide  of  the  river  by  the  lord 
Francifco  with  about  fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  Count  de  NafTau  with  more  than  twenty 
thoufand. 

They  fent  a  herald  to  the  good  Knight  to  reprefent 
to  him  that  he  muft  needs  furrender  the  town,  which 
was  not  tenable  againft  their  force ;  that  in  confidera- 
tion  of  his  chivalrous  renown  they  would  be  grieved 
that  it  mould  be  taken  by  ftorm,  for  it  would  much 
detract  from  his  honour,  and  might  coft  him  his  life ; 
and  that  it  only  needed  one  misfortune  to  befall  a  man 
to  throw  into  oblivion  all  the  glorious  acts  of  his  life ; 
and  that  if  he  would  liften  to  reafon,  they  would  give 
him  fuch  terms  as  would  content  him. 

When  the  good  Knight  had  heard  the  herald's  mef- 
fage,  he  fmiled ;  and  without  afking  any  man's  advice, 
at  once  anfwered;  "  My  friend  herald,  I  am  over- 
"  whelmed  at  the  honour  done  me  by  the  Count  de 
£C  NafTau  and  the  lord  Francifco,  who,  knowing  fo 
<c  little  of  me,  are  fo  anxious  for  my  fafety.  Return, 
cc  and  tell  them  that  the  King  my  mailer  has  in  his 
<c  kingdom  many  more  capable  than  myfelf  to  defend 
"  this  frontier  town ;  but  that  fince  he  has  done  me 
Cf  the  honour  to  confide  it  to  me,  I  hope  by  the  help  of 
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cc  our  Lord  to  hold  it  fo  long  that  your  matters  will 
cc  be  much  more  weary  of  the  fiege  than  I  mall ;  and 
cc  that  I  am  no  longer  a  child  to  be  feared  with  words." 
The  herald  was  then  well  feafted,  and  fent  away,  and 
on  his  return  to  the  camp  reported  the  anfwer,  which 
was  far  from  agreeable  to  the  two  lords. 

There  was  prefent  the  captain  called  great  John  of 
Picardy,  who  had  fpent  great  part  of  his  life  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Kings  of  France  in  Italy,  who  faid  aloud, 
cc  My  lords,  do  not  expedt  to  enter  Maizieres  fb  long 
cc  as  my  lord  de  Bayard  lives.  I  know  him,  and  he 
cc  has  often  led  me  in  battle.  Had  he  the  greateft 
cc  cowards  in  the  world  in  his  company  he  would  make 
"  them  bold ;  and  believe  me,  all  who  are  with  him 
cc  will  die  in  the  breach  and  himfelf  at  their  head, 
"  before  we  fet  foot  in  the  town;  and  for  myfelf,  I 
"  had  rather  there  were  two  thoufand  men  more  in 
cc  the  town,  provided  he  were  away." 

The  count  replied,  cc  Captain,  the  lord  de  Bayard  is 
cc  not  made  of  iron  or  fteel  more  than  another.  If  he 
"  be  a  gallant  companion  let  him  fhew  it ;  for  before 
"  four  days  are  over  I  mall  have  given  him  fuch  a  can- 
"  nonading  that  he  will  not  know  which  way  to  turn." 
"  Well  we  mall  fee,"  faid  the  captain,  "  but  you  will 
"  be  miftaken." 

The  batteries  now  began  to  play,  and  in  lefs  than 
four  days  fired  more  than  five  thoufand  rounds  in- 
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to  the  town  ;  which  the  befieged  anfwered  to  the  beft 
of  their  ability  ;  the  camp  of  the  lord  Francifco  doing 
much  more  mifchief  than  the  other,  from  its  being 
ftationed  on  a  height. 

Although  the  good  Knight  was  deemed  one  of 
the  braveft  men  in  the  world,  he  poflefTed  another 
quality  equally  deferring  of  praife ;  for  he  was  one  of 
the  moil  vigilant  and  fubtle  warriors  to  be  found. 
Having  considered  how  he  might  induce  the  lord 
Francifco,  whofe  camp  did  him  fo  much  mifchief,  to 
repafs  the  water,  he  adopted  this  plan.  He  caufed  a 
letter  to  be  written  to  matter  Robert  de  La  Marche, 
who  was  then  at  Sedan,  inviting  him  to  bring  over  to 
the  King's  party  the  lord  Francifco,  who  was  not,  he 
underftood,  indifpofed  to  it ;  but  he  urged  him  to  do 
it  that  very  day,  telling  him  as  a  great  fecret  that 
twelve  thoufand  Swifs  and  eight  hundred  men-at-arms 
had  arrived  within  three  leagues,  and  were  to  attack  the 
lord  Francifco's  camp  at  daybreak  next  morning  whilfl 
he  himfelf  made  a  fally  from  the  town ;  and  that  he 
would  be  very  clever  if  he  efcaped  being  cut  to  pieces 
with  his  whole  army. 

The  letter  was  defpatched  by  a  peafant,  who  had 
fcarcely  got  two  bow-mots  from  the  town  when  he  was 
feized,  as  the  good  Knight  had  anticipated,  and  carried 
before  the  lord  Francifco ;  who  had  no  fooner  read  the 
letter  than  he  concluded  that  the  Count  de  NafTau,  be- 
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tween  whom  and  himfelf  there  was  Tome  jealoufy,  had 
pofted  him  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  on  purpofe 
to  expofe  him  to  deftruction.  In  great  anger  he  caufed 
his  drums  and  trumpets  to  found  to  the  ftandard, 
loaded  his  baggage  waggons,  and  breaking  up  his 
camp,  prepared  to  recrofs  the  water. 

The  Count  de  Naflau,  hearing  the  noife,  fent  to 
know  what  was  the  matter,  and  received  for  anfwer  a 
meflage  from  the  lord  Francifco,  that  he  would  crofs 
the  river  and  not  ftay  to  be  butchered  for  his  pleafure  ; 
and  that  if  he  were  not  allowed  to  encamp  his  troops 
with  the  others,  the  combat  mould  foon  decide  to  whom 
the  field  belonged.  Never  man  was  more  aftounded 
than  the  Count  de  Naflau  ;  however,  to  guard  againft 
furprize,  he  got  his  men  in  battle  array ;  and  mean- 
while the  lord  Francifco's  troops  crofled  and  alfo  formed 
in  order  of  battle.  They  feemed  on  the  point  of  coming 
to  blows,  and  the  drums  founded  impetuoufly. 

The  poor  fellow  who  had  carried  the  letter  con- 
trived to  efcape  to  Maizieres,  and  went  to  make  his 
excufes  to  the  good  Knight,  who  laughed  heartily  at 
the  fuccefs  of  his  fcheme.  Proceeding  to  the  ramparts 
with  fome  gentlemen  and  feeing  thefe  two  camps  ar- 
rayed againft  each  other,  he  fent  half  a  dozen  cannon 
balls  amongft  them,  whilft  mefTengers  were  pafling 
from  one  to  the  other,  who  at  length  fucceeded  in  ap- 
peafing  them,  and  getting  them  to  quarters.  The 
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next  day  they  trufTed  their  points  and  raifed  the  fiege, 
without  ever  daring  to  attempt  the  aflault,  and  all 
from  fear  of  the  good  Knight ;  who  hereby  gained 
frem  laurels,  having  kept  them  at  bay  for  three  weeks, 
whilft  the  King  of  France  levied  an  army  powerful 
enough  to  cope  with  the  enemy.  The  King  came  in 
perfon  to  his  camp,  whither  the  good  Knight  went  to 
pay  him  his  refpects,  retaking  the  town  of  Mozon  on 
his  route. 

The  King  gave  him  a  moft  gracious  reception,  and 
was  never  weary  of  publiming  his  praifes. .  He  made 
him  a  knight  of  his  order,1  and  gave  him  a  command 
of  a  hundred  men-at-arms.  They  then  purfued  and 
drove  the  enemy  into  Valenciennes,  but  not  before  the 
Germans  had  laid  wafte  great  part  of  Picardy  with  fire; 
for  which  the  French  repaid  them  with  mtereft  in 
Hainault. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

How  the  good  Knight,  in  a  retreat  which  took  place  in 
Italy,  was  killed  by  an  artillery  /hot ;  and  of  the  great 
mourning  which  was  made  for  his  death. 

|  ANY  reafons  oblige  me  to  pafs  over 
feveral  matters  which  took  place  in 
Italy,  and  proceed  to  relate  the  death 
of  the  good  Knight  without  fear  and 
without  reproach.  Irreparable  the 
lofs,  and  fad  the  day  for  the  whole  nobility  of  France ! 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1524  the  King 
of  France  had  a  large  army  encamped  at  Biagras  in 
Italy  under  the  command  of  his  Admiral  the  lord  de 
Bonnivet.  One  day  the  admiral  fent  for  the  good 
Knight  and  defired  him  to  take  poft  with  two  hundred 
men-at-arms  and  fome  infantry  in  the  village  of  Rebec 
near  Milan,  the  better  to  obferve  the  Spaniards  who 
were  in  that  city. 

Though  the  good  Knight  was  never  in  the  habit  of 
murmuring  at  any  charge  committed  to  him,  he  remon- 
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ftrated  ftrongly  with  the  Admiral,  telling  him  that  it 
would  take  half  his  army  to  defend  Rebec,  and  that 
with  a  fmall  force  he  would  be  certain  to  meet  with 
fome  difgrace.  The  Admiral  aflured  him  that  he  need 
be  under  no  apprehenfion  ;  that  not  a  moufe  mould 
ftir  from  Milan  without  his  having  notice  of  it ;  and 
faid  fo  much  of  one  kind  or  other,  that  the  good  Knight 
very  reluctantly  fet  out  for  Rebec.  He  took  however 
but  two  chargers  with  him,  fending  his  mules  and  bag- 
gage to  Novara,  as  though  he  forefaw  that  all  he  re- 
tained With  him  would  be  loft. 

There  were  no  means  of  fortifying  the  village  but 
barricading  the  entrances  of  the  ftreets  ;  for  it  was  af- 
failable  on  all  fides.  The  good  Knight  wrote  frequently 
to  the  Admiral  reprefenting  the  danger  they  were  in,  and 
requiring  reinforcements  ;  but  he  received  no  anfwer. 
The  Spaniards  who  were  fome  fifteen  thoufand  ftrong  in 
Milan,  learning  from  their  {pies  that  he  was  in  Rebec 
with  fo  fmall  a  party,  determined  one  night  to  furprize 
him ;  and  with  this  intent  took  the  field  at  midnight 
to  the  number  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  infantry  and 
four  or  five  hundred  men-at-arms,  guided  by  people 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  village  and  the  quarters 
of  the  chief  officers  ;  and  each  having  a  mirt  over  his 
armour  that  they  might  diftinguifh  one  another  in  the 
darknefs. 

The  good  Knight,  always  diftruftful  of  fome  mifhap, 
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kept  watch  and  ward  every  night  with  half  his  men  ; 
fo  that  as  much  from  melancholy  as  from  cold,  he  felt 
more  ferioufly  ill  than  he  cared  to  let  appear.  How- 
ever he  was  obliged  that  day  to  keep  his  room.  When 
evening  came  he  charged  his  officers  to  keep  watch  as 
ufual,  and  look  out  well  on  all  fides  againft  a  furprize. 
They  went,  or  pretended  to  go  ;  but  becaufe  it  came 
on  to  rain  a  little,  all  left  their  pofts  but  three  or  four 
poor  archers.  When  the  Spaniards  approached  within 
a  bow-fhot  of  the  village  they  were  much  aftonifhed  at 
finding  no  one,  and  thought  that  the  good  Knight  had 
been  warned  of  their  enterprise,  and  had  retired  to  By- 
agras.  However  they  had  not  advanced  a  hundred 
paces  farther  when  they  encountered  the  few  archers 
who  remained  on  guard ;  and  without  raifing  any  cry, 
they  charged  them.  The  poor  fellows  made  no  refift- 
ance,  but  fled,  crying,  Alarm  !  Alarm  !  but  they  were 
fo  fharply  purfued  that  the  enemy  were  at  the  barriers 
as  foon  as  they. 

The  good  Knight,  who  in  fuch  danger  never  flept 
but  in  his  clothes  armed  with  his  vambraces l  and  cuirTes, 
and  with  his  cuirafs  near  him,  ftarted  up,  had  the  bri- 
dle put  on  his  already  faddled  charger,  and  hurried  to 
the  barrier  with  five  or  fix  of  his  own  men-at-arms; 
whither  he  was  prefently  followed  by  the  captain  Lor- 
ges  with  fome  foot  foldiers  who  behaved  right  well. 

The  enemy  were  furrounding  the  village,  feeking 
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the  quarters  of  the  good  Knight ;  for  had  they  taken 
him,  there  would  have  remained  little  for  them  to  do: 
but  they  had  not  got  him  yet. 

Whilft  the  fight  was  going  on  at  the  barrier  he 
heard  the  drums  of  their  infantry  beating  to  the  attack 
moft  luftily,  and  defired  the  captain  Lorges  to  retire 
his  men,  in  as  compact  a  body  as  he  could,  ftraight  to 
Byagras,  whilft  he  himfelf  and  the  cavalry  protected 
their  rear  ;  for  that  they  muft  needs  abandon  their  bag- 
gage to  the  enemy,  and  endeavour  to  fave  their  lives 
if  poflible.  This  was  done ;  and  the  French  made  fo 
gallant  a  retreat  that  they  loft  but  ten  men. 

The  Spaniards  fought  on  all  fides  for  the  good 
Knight ;  but  he  was  already  at  Byagras,  where  on  his 
arrival  he  had  high  words  with  the  Admiral,  which  I 
will  not  repeat ;  and  had  they  both  lived,  the  matter 
might  have  gone  farther.  The  good  Knight  had 
nearly  died  of  vexation  at  his  mimap,  though  it  was  no 
fault  of  his  ;  but  in  war  there  is  more  hap  and  mimap 
than  in  any  thing  elfe. 

A  fhort  time  after  this  affair  the  Admiral,  perceiving 
his  camp  diminiming  daily  from  ficknefs  and  want  of 
provifions,  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  de- 
termined to  withdraw  the  army.  He  arranged  his  order 
of  march  ;  and,  as  was  always  the  cafe  in  retreats,  the 
good  Knight  remained  with  the  rearguard.  The  Spa- 
niards followed  them  from  day  to  day  in  good  battle 
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array,  and  had  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  them ;  but 
whenever  they  came  to  charge,  they  were  bearded  by 
the  good  Knight  and  his  men-at-arms,  who  mewed  fo 
bold  a  front  as  made  them  quite  my,  and  ever  and 
anon  he  drove  them  back  on  their  main  body.  The 
Spaniards  threw  out  on  each  fide  of  the  road  a  large  body 
of  hacquebuteers  and  harquebuzeers,  whofe  pieces  carry 
as  large  ftones  as  a  hacquebute  on  reft  ;  by  one  of 
which  the  gentle  lord  de  VendenefTe  was  wounded,  and 
died  fome  time  after;  a  great  lofs  to  France.  The 
young  lord  de  Vaudemont,  who  was  new  to  the  pro- 
feflion  of  arms,  bore  himfelf  right  gallantly,  and  made 
fuch  fplendid  charges  that  he  feemed  never  to  have 
practifed  any  thing  elfe. 

Meanwhile  the  good  Knight,  as  calm  under  this  fire 
as  though  he  were  in  his  own  houfe,  fteadily  retired 
his  men-at-arms,  conftantly  facing  the  enemy;  and, 
fword  in  hand,  occafioned  them  more  fear  than  a  hun- 
dred others.  But,  (fo  it  pleafed  God  to  permit)  a 
ftone  from  a  harquebuze  ftruck  him  on  the  loins  and 
broke  the  great  bone  of  the  fpine.  When  he  felt  the 
blow  he  cried  cc  Jefus  !"  and  then  exclaimed,  cc  Alas ! 
"  my  God,  I  am  a  dead  man  !"  He  kitted  the  hilt  of  his 
fword  in  fign  of  the  crofs,  and  faying  aloud,  "  Miferere 
cc  mei  Deus  Jecundum  magnam  mijericordiam  tuam"  he 
became  fuddenly  pale  and  faint,  and  nearly  fell  from  his 
horfe;  but  he  had  ftill  ftrength  to  feize  the  ar^on  of  his 
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faddle  and  fupport  himfelf,  till  a  young  gentleman,  the 
fteward  of  his  houfehold,  helped  him  to  difmount  and 
laid  him  under  a  tree. 

When  the  news  fpread  through  the  two  armies  that 
the  good  Knight  was  mortally  wounded,  there  were 
great  lamentations  even  amongft  the  Spaniards ;  for 
he  had  always  been  very  kind  to  his  prifoners,  and  libe- 
ral in  refpect  of  their  ranfom,  and  they  knew  that  by 
his  death  nobility  itfelf  was  impaired ;  for,  without  dif- 
paraging  others,  he  was  the  moft  perfect  knight  in  this 
world.  One  of  their  principal  captains,  the  Marquis 
of  Pefcara,  who  came  to  fee  him  before  he  died,  {poke 
thus  highly  in  his  praife ;  "  Would  to  God,  gentle 
cc  lord  de  Bayard,  that  it  had  coft  me  the  fourth  of  my 
cc  blood,  fhort  of  death,  and  I  were  to  faft  from  flefh 
"  for  two  years,  fo  I  could  have  you  my  prifoner  and 
"  in  health  ;  for  by  the  treatment  I  mould  give  you, 
"  you  would  know  how  highly  I  efteem  your  prowefs. 
cc  The  firft  praife  my  countrymen  gave  you  when  they 
"  faid  Mouchos  grifones  y  pocos  Bayardos*  was  not  given 
"  you  undefervedly ;  for  fince  I  have  wielded  arms,  I 
cc  have  never  feen  or  heard  of  knight  who  approached 
"  you  in  all  virtuous  qualities.  And  though  I  ought 
"  to  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  you  thus,  being  aflured  that 
"  the  Emperor  my  mafter  in  his  wars  has  never  had  a 
"  more  formidable  enemy,  yet  when  I  confider  the 
"  lofs  that  all  chivalry  fuffers  this  day,  may  God  never 
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<c  aid  me,  if  I  would  not  have  given  half  of  my  fub- 
"  ftance  to  have  had  it  otherwife.  But  fince  death  has 
"  no  remedy,  I  pray  Him  who  has  created  us  all  in  His 
cc  own  image  to  receive  your  foul  to  Himfelf." 

Such  piteous  and  tearful  regrets  did  the  gentle  Mar- 
quis of  Pefcara  and  many  other  captains  utter  over  the 
body  of  the  good  Knight  without  fear  and  without  re- 
proach ;  and  believe  me,  there  were  not  half  a  dozen 
in  the  whole  Spanim  army  who  did  not  come  to  fee 
him  one  after  another. 

And  if  the  enemy  thus  lamented  his  death,  judge 
what  was  the  forrow  of  the  French  army  ;  by  every 
man  of  which  he  had  made  himfelf  beloved.  You 
would  have  faid  there  was  not  one  who  had  not  loft  a 
father  or  a  mother.  The  poor  gentlemen  of  his  com- 
pany made  inconceivable  lamentation.  cc  Alas!"  cried 
they,  addrefling  Death,  "  difloyal  fury  !  what  offence 
cc  had  this  fo  perfect  and  virtuous  Knight  given  thee  ? 
"  Thou  haft  avenged  thyfelf  not  on  him  only,  but  haft 
(f  plunged  us  all  into  grief  till  fuch  time  as  thou  fhalt 
<c  finifh  thy  work  on  us  as  on  him.  Under  what  fhep- 
"  herd  mall  we  now  go  forth  to  the  fields  ?  What 
<c  guide  can  God  henceforth  give  us,  with  whom  we 
"  can  be  in  fuch  fafety  as  we  were  with  him  ?  For 
fc  there  was  no  one  who  in  his  prefence  felt  not  as  con- 
"  fident  as  in  the  ftrongeft  place  in  the  world.  Where 
fc  mall  we  henceforth  find  a  captain  who  will  ranfom 
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cc  us  when  prifoners,  remount  us  when  dismounted,  and 
"  cherifh  us  as  he  did  ?  It  is  impoffible.  Oh  !  cruel 
"  Death !  it  is  ever  thy  way,  that  the  more  per  feel:  a 
"  man  is,  the  greater  delight  thou  takeft  in  undoing 
<f  and  destroying  him  !  But  though  thou  haft  taken  him 
cc  from  this  world,  thou  canft  not  prevent,  that  in  fpite 
"  of  thee,  his  renown  and  glory  mail  remain  immortal 
"  fo  long  as  that  world  mail  endure ;  for  his  life  has 
cf  been  fo  virtuous,  that  it  will  leave  its  memory  with 
"  all  the  noble  and  virtuous  knights  who  mall  come 
"  after  him." 

So  piteoufly  did  the  poor  gentlemen  bewail  them- 
felves,  that  had  the  hardeft  heart  in  the  world  been  pre- 
fent,  they  would  have  conftrained  it  to  partake  their 
forrow.  His  domeftic  fervants  were  paralyfed  with 
grief,  and  his  poor  fteward  never  quitted  him,  and  the 
good  Knight  confefled  himfelf  to  him  for  lack  of  a 
prieft.  The  poor  gentleman  melted  into  tears,  but  the 
good  Knight  tenderly  fought  to  comfort  him,  faying, 
that  it  was  God's  will  to  take  him  from  the  world,  by 
whofe  grace  he  had  fo  long  remained  in  it,  and  had  re- 
ceived more  favours  and  honours  than  he  had  deferved ; 
that  his  only  regret  in  dying  was  that  he  had  not  dif- 
charged  his  duty  as  he  ought ;  but  that  he  prayed  his 
Creator  of  his  infinite  mercy  to  have  pity  on  his  foul, 
and  of  his  great  and  incomprehensible  goodnefs  not  to 
deal  with  him  in  rigorous  juftice. 
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The  lord  d'Alegre,  provoft  of  Paris,  came  to  him 
and  received  his  inftructions  regarding  his  will  and 
teftament;  and  he  was  .followed  by  a  Swifs  captain, 
named  Jean  Dyefbac,  who  came  with  half  a  dozen 
men  to  bear  him  off  on  their  pikes.  But  the  good 
Knight  befought  them  to  regard  their  own  fafety,  and 
leave  him  where  he  was ;  for  that  when  he  moved  he 
felt  all  the  agony  poflible  fhort  of  death,  which  would 
foon  feize  him.  He  commended  his  foul  to  their 
prayers,  and  defired  them  to  falute  the  King  his  maf- 
ter  from  him,  and  fay  how  grieved  he  was  he  could 
no  longer  ferve  him ;  and  thus,  as  the  Spaniards  ap- 
proached, with  many  tears  they  left  him. 

The  Conftable  de  Bourbon,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  a  confpiracy  againft  the  King  of  France,  and  had 
fled  the  kingdom,  was  at  that  time  in  command  of 
the  Spanifh  army.  He  came  to  confole  Bayard,  tell- 
ing him  how  diftrefled  he  was  at  his  accident ;  but 
exhorting  him  to  be  of  good  cheer,  for  he  would  fend 
for  the  beft  furgeons  in  the  country,  and  by  God's 
help  he  would  be  cured.  When  the  good  Knight 
recognifed  him,  he  anfwered,  cc  My  lord,  I  have  no 
"  longer  need  of  phyficians  for  the  body  but  of  thofe 
"  of  the  foul.  I  am  not  to  be  pitied  who  die  with  my 
"  honour  unfullied ;  but  you,  who  are  in  arms  againft 
"  your  prince,  your  country  and  your  oath." 

He  continued  to  live  for  two  or  three  hours ;  the 
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enemy  having  ftretched  a  handfome  tent  over  him, 
and  laid  him  on  a  camp-bed.  A  prieft  was  brought, 
to  whom  he  devoutly  confefTed  himfelf  in  thefe  very 
words ;  cc  My  God,  I  am  well  afTured  that  Thou  art 
"  always  ready  to  have  mercy  and  to  forgive  him  who 
"  turns  to  Thee  with  all  his  heart,  however  great  may 
cc  have  been  his  fins.  Alas !  my  God,  Creator  and 
"  Redeemer,  I  have  grievoufly  offended  Thee  during 
f  c  my  life,  for  which  I  am  heartily  forry.  I  know  well 
cc  that  a  thoufand  years  of  penance  in  the  defert  on 
cc  bread  and  water,  were  inefficient  to  gain  me  en- 
"  trance  into  Thy  kingdom  of  Paradife,  unlefs  Thou 
"  wert  pleafed  of  Thy  great  and  infinite  goodnefs  to 
<f  receive  me ;  for  no  creature  in  this  world  can  merit 
"  fuch  high  favor.  My  Father  and  Saviour !  I  be- 
"  feech  Thee  not  to  look  upon  the  faults  I  have  com- 
cc  mitted,  and  that  I  may  experience  Thy  great  mercy 
"  rather  than  the  rigor  of  Thy  juftice."  And  with 
thefe  words  he  yielded  his  foul  to  God. 

The  Spanim  chiefs  appointed  fome  gentlemen  to 
carry  him  to  a  church  where  folemn  fervice  was  chant- 
ed over  him  for  two  days.  His  followers  then  carried 
the  body  into  Dauphiny,  of  which  province  he  was 
the  King's  lieutenant,  paffing  through  the  territories 
of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  where  the  fame  honours  were 
paid  it  as  though  he  had  been  his  brother.  In  Dau- 
phiny the  mourning  which  took  place  at  the  announce- 
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ment  of  his  death  pafles  all  defcription ;  and  I  believe 
there  has  not  died  thefe  thoufand  years  a  gentleman 
fo  lamented  by  all  ranks. 

As  the  funeral  proceflion  defcended  the  mountains, 
it  was  efcorted  by  a  large  concourfe  of  people  from 
church  to  church  with  great  honours ;  and  about  half  a 
league  from  Grenoble  was  met  by  my  lords  of  the 
parliament  of  Dauphiny,  my  lords  the  counts,  nearly 
all  the  nobles  of  the  country,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  citizens,  whether  fojourners  or  inhabitants,  who 
accompanied  the  body  to  the  church  of  our  Lady  in 
that  city,  where  it  lay  for  a  day  and  a  night  whilft  fo- 
lemn  fervice  was  performed  over  it.  The  next  day 
it  was  conducted  with  the  fame  honours  to  a  Monaftery 
of  Mynims,  half  a  league  from  the  town,  founded  by 
his  good  uncle  the  Bifhop  of  Grenoble,  where  it  was 
interred  amidft  the  tears  of  the  whole  population,  more 
-especially  of  the  poor,  the  widows  and  the  orphans, 
to  whom  he  was  wont  fecretly  to  diftribute  alms. 
One  would  have  faid  that  for  a  month  the  people  of 
Dauphiny  expected  only  impending  ruin,  for  they  did 
nothing  but  weep  and  lament ;  and  all  fetes,  dances, 
banquets  and  other  paftimes  ceafed.  Alas !  they  had 
good  reafon,  for  a  heavier  lofs  could  not  have  happened 
to  that  country. 

To  enumerate  the  virtues  of  the  good  Knight  were 
fuperfluous.   All  things  pafs  away  but  the  love  of  God, 
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Suffice  it  then  to  fay  that  he  loved  and  feared  God 
above  all  things ;  he  never  fwore  or  blafphemed ;  and 
in  all  his  affairs  and  neceflities  he  ever  had  recourfe  to 
Him ;  being  fully  perfuaded  that  by  Him  and  His 
infinite  goodnefs  all  things  are  ordered,  nor  did  he  .ever 
leave  his  chamber  without  recommending  himfelf  to 
Him  in  prayer.  He  loved  his  neighbour  as  himfelf, 
and  never  poflefTed  a  crown  but  it  was  at  the  fervice 
of  the  firft  who  needed  it.  He  was  a  great  alms  giver, 
and  gave  his  alms  in  fecret ;  he  fuccoured  widows  in 
diftrefs,  and  during  his  life  had  given  in  marriage  a 
hundred  poor  orphan  girls,  gentlefolk  and  others.  If 
a  gentleman  under  his  command  was  difmounted  he 
remounted  him,  and  in  a  manner  not  to  offend  his  de- 
licacy, often  exchanging  a  Spanifh  charger  worth  two 
or  three  hundred  crowns  for  a  nag  worth  but  fix,  and 
giving  the  gentleman  to  underftand  that  the  latter  was 
juft  the  horfe  to  fuit  himfelf.  So  gracioufly  did  he 
confer  his  gifts.  He  was  a  forry  flatterer  ;  and  never 
fwerved  from  fpeaking  truth  were  it  to  the  greater!  of 
princes.  He  looked  with  contempt  upon  this  world's 
wealth,  and  was  at  his  death  no  richer  than  at  his  birth. 
In  war  none  excelled  him*  In  conduct  he  was  a  Fa- 
bius  Maximus ;  in  enterprize,  a  Coriolanus ;  and  in 
courage  and  magnanimity,  a  fecond  Hector.  Dreadful 
to  the  enemy ;  gentle  and  courteous  to  his  friends. 
Three  qualities  marked  him  for  a  perfect  foldier ;  He 
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was  a  greyhound  in  attack,  a  wild  boar  in  defence, 
and  a  wolf  in  retreat.  In  fhort  it  would  take  a  good 
orator  his  life,  to  recount  all  his  virtues ;  I  who  am 
unfkilled  in  learning  cannot  pretend  to  it.  But  I 
humbly  pray  all  readers  of  this  hiftory  to  be  indulgent 
to  what  I  have  written,  for  I  have  done  my  beft ; 
though  far  fhort  of  what  was  due  to  the  praife  of  fo 
perfect  and  virtuous  a  perfon  as  the  good  Knight  with- 
out fear  and  without  reproach,  the  gentle  lord  de 
Bayard;  whofe  foul  may  God  of  his  grace  receive 
into  Paradife.  AMEN. 

i^ere  enfcetf)  rtje  fcerj?  joyoug  pleafant  anfc  rtfrtfyinfftM'ttorg 

of  tlje  featg  ejploitg  triumph  anti  atcl)fetie= 

mentg  of  fyt  goofc  fenigljt  toit&out 

ftat  anu  toifljout  reproaclj 

gentle  lorti  De 
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PAGE  i. — The  country  of  Dauphiny,  which  now  forms 
part  of  the  fair  realm  of  France. 

|HE  ceffion  of  Dauphiny  took  place  under  Philip 
de  Valois.  Humbert  II.,  the  laft  prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Tour  le  Pin,  having  loft  his  only  fon, 
gave  this  province  to  the  King  of  France  by  a 
treaty  concluded  in  1343,  and  carried  into  exe- 
cution in  1349.  He  afterwards  aflumed  the  Dominican  habit, 
and  died  in  1355. 

P.  2.— His  father. 

AYMOND  DU  TERRAIL  was  the  father  of  Pierre  du  Ter- 
rail,  called  the  Chevalier  Bayard.  Aymond  was  remarkable 
for  his  great  ftature  and  ftrength.  He  was  feverely  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Guignegafte,  in  Picardy,  fought  between 
Louis  XI.  and  the  Archduke  of  Auftria  in  command  of  the 
Flemings  in  1479 ;  in  which  battle  the  king  was  defeated. 
Pierre  was  born  in  1476  in  the  Chateau  Bayard  in  the  val- 
ley of  Graifivaudan,  a  few  leagues  from  Grenoble.  Pierre 
du  Terrail,  the  grandfather  of  the  good  Knight,  and  whom, 
we  are  told,  he  fo  much  refembled,  was  renowned  for  his 
feats  of  arms,  which  acquired  him  the  furname  of  Vepee  Ter- 
rall.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Montlhery,  fought 
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between  Louis  XI.  and  the  Count  of  Charolois,  afterwards 
Charles  the  Bold  of  Burgundy,  in  1465. 

The  arms  of  Terrail,  given  at  the  back  of  our  title  page, 
were,  according  to  Paillot,  d'azur^  au  chef  d"1  argent  charge 
<fun  lion  iffant  de  gueules,  au  filet  en  bande  d'or  brochant  fur  le 
tout.  The  legend,  as  well  as  that  at  the  end  of  the  Hiftory, 
is  taken  from  engravings  on  the  blade  of  Bayard's  fword,  in 
the  poffeflion  of  Sir  John  P.  Boileau,  Bart. 

P.  1 8. — Hung  up  his  fhields. 

Sir  Samuel  Meyrick  fays,  "  fhields  were  divided  into  fhields 
of  war  and  fhields  of  peace.  Both  were  hung  up  at  tourna- 
ments, and  the  tenants  (or  challengers)  were  obliged  to  com- 
bat with  (harp  or  blunt  fpears  or  weapons,  according  as  the 
fquires  of  the  comers  touched  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
Upon  the  fhields  of  war  were  depicted  the  arms  of  the 
owner ;  on  the  fhields  of  peace,  his  device.  The  fhield  of 
war,  for  example,  of  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  bore  quarterly 
old  France  and  England ;  while  that  of  peace  was  fable,  three 
oftrich  feathers  argent,  penned  and  fcrolled  or." 

P.  32. — Of  the  ordonnance  companies  of  the  King  of 
France. 

The  compagntes  d* ordonnance  were  inftituted  by  Charles 
VII.,  who  formed  fifteen  of  them  as  a  force  to  be  perpetu- 
ally kept  on  foot,  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  fecurity 
within  his  realm,  as  well  as  for  purpofes  of  foreign  warfare ; 
and  the  country  gladly  confented  to  be  at  the  expenfe  of  their 
fupport,  in  return  for  the  protection  they  afforded.  Each 
company  confifted  of  100  lances  or  men-at-arms,  who  were 
all  gentlemen,  as  appears  alfo  by  Bayard's  reply  to  the  Em- 
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peror's  propofal  that  they  fhould  accompany  his  lanfquenets 
to  ftorm  the  breach  at  Padua,  p.  102.  To  each  lance  were 
attached  three  archers,  a  contillier  or  fquire,  and  a  page.  In 
the  time  of  Francis  I.  the  rule  as  to  the  men-at-arms  being  all 
gentlemen  began  to  be  relaxed.  V.  le  pere  Daniel,  Hift.  de 
la  Milice  Fran$oife. 

P.  34. — 'The  great  gardebras. 

The  gardebras  was  a  feparate  piece  which  overlaid  and  pro- 
tected the  junctures  of  the  armour  at  the  fhoulder  and  elbow. 
The  great  gardebras  being  that  which  protected  the  fhoulder. 
See  Skelton's  Illustrations  of  the  Goodrich  Court  Armory. 

P.  41. — The  good  and  gentle  Prince,  who  had  the  heart 
of  a  lion. 

Philip  de  Comines,  gives  the  following  graphic  defcription 
of  Charles  VIII.  at  the  battle  of  Fournoue  : 

"  Le  Lundi  matin  environ  fept  heures  6e  Juillet  1485 
monta  le  noble  Roy  a  cheval,  et  me  fit  appeler  par  plufieurs 
fois.  Je  vins  a  lui  et  le  trouvai  arme  de  toutes  pieces  et 
monte  fur  le  plus  beau  cheval  que  j'ai  vu  de  mon  temps  ap- 
pele  Savoye  ;  plufieurs  difoient  qu'il  etoit  cheval  de  Brefle  ; 
le  due  Charles  de  Savoye  le  lui  avoit  donne,  et  eftoit  noir,  et 
n'avoit  qu'un  ceil,  et  eftoit  moyen  cheval  de  bonne  grandeur 
pour  celui  qui  eftoit  monte  deflus.  Et  fembloit  que  ce  jeune 
homme  fut  tout  autre  que  fa  nature  ne  portoit,  ne  fa  taille,  ne 
fa  complexion  ;  car  il  eftoit  fort  craintif  a  parler,  et  eft  en- 
cores aujourd'hui.  Aufii  avoit  il  etc  nourri  en  grande  crainte 
et  avec  petites  perfonnes  ;  et  ce  cheval  le  montroit  grand,  et 
avoit  le  vifage  bon  et  bonne  couleur,  et  la  parole  audacieufe 
et  fage  ;  Et  fembloit  bien,  (et,  m'en  fouvient),  que  frere  Hiero- 
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nyme  m'avoit  dit  vrai,  quand  il  me  dit  que  Dieu  la  conduifoit 
par  la  main,  et  qu'il  auroit  bien  affaire  du  chemin,  mais  que 
Thonneur  lui  en  demeureroit." 


P.  45. — The  good  Knight  dealt  him  fuch  a  blow  on  the 
upper  part  of  his  grandebuffe,  &c. 

In  the  original  it  is  thus  :  "  Mais  le  bon  chevalier  luy  bailla 
fi  grant  coup  fur  le  hault  de  fa  grant  buffe,  qu'il  Ten  defarma, 
la  perca  a  jour,  et  fift  voller  fa  lance  en  cinq  on  fix  pieces. 
Ledit  feigneur  de  Rovaftre  reprit  fa  grant  buffe,  et  courut 
la  feconde  lance,  dont  il  fift  trefbien  fon  devoir,  car  il  la  rom- 
pit  auffi  bien  ou  mieulx  que  la  premiere." 

Mr.  Way  informs  me  that  this  word  grantbuffe  is  very  un- 
common ;  he  believes  it  to  be  the  fame  with  grandguard,  the 
precife  meaning  of  which  latter  word  has  not,  he  fays,  been 
fatisfa&orily  afcertained.  He  has  fent  me  the  following  inter- 
efting  note  upon  this  paffage  : 

u  The  grande-buffe  was  a  kind  of  bevor,  the  part  of  the 
armour  for  the  head  which  ferved  to  protect  the  lower  part 
of  the  face ;  the  vifor  being  properly  the  defence  of  the  upper; 
but  the  terms  are  frequently  confounded.  The  ordinary  buffe 
was  part  and  parcel  of  the  headpiece  itfelf ;  but  this,  diftin- 
guiftied  as  the  grande-buffe,  was  a  feparate  piece  of  more  than 
ordinary  defence,  ufually  faftened  by  means  of  fcrews  and 
nuts  to  the  breaft-plate  on  the  left  fhoulder,  fo  that  it  ftood 
before  the  face  like  a  fcreen,  as  may  be  feen  in  feveral  of  the 
earlier  plates  in  Skelton's  illuftrations  of  the  Goodrich  Court 
Armory.  Sir  Samuel  Meyrick  calls  it  the  mentoniere.  It 
may  eafily  be  underftood  how  the  violent  blow  "fur  le  haut" 
of  a  piece  fo  adjufted  might,  by  the  ftrain  upon  the  fcrews 
whereby  it  was  faftened  at  the  lower  fide,  break  them  or  the 
nuts  fcrewed  upon  them,  and  caufe  this  little  chin-fhield  to 
fall  ("Pen  defarma"})  at  the  fame  time  piercing  the  plate  of 
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which  it  was  formed.  Such  defences  were  ufually  employed 
only  in  the  tournament, — the  armour  for  war  being  divefted 
of  all  extra  pieces  in  order  to  lighten  it  and  make  it  more 
commodious,  or  rather,  lefs  inconvenient.  It  is  curious  there- 
fore to  find  it  ufed  at  the  battle  of  Marignano  by  Francis 
I.,  who  was  not  accuftomed  to  take  any  unufual  precautions. 
(See  page  211). 

Buffq  is  a  term  of  Italian  derivation,  but  unnoticed  by  wri- 
ters on  ancient  armour.  Florio,  in  his  Italian  Dictionary, 
gives  "buffa,  the  buffie,  or  breathing  hole  of  a  cafque  or 
headpiece."  Howell,  another  lexicographer  of  the  fame  age 
Tenders  the  vifor  of  a  helmet,  la  buffa^  bavlera^  la  ventaglia. 
It  was  in  this  part  of  the  armour  that  a  little  door  was  con- 
trived, or  elfe  a  number  of  perforations,  to  give  air  when  de- 
fired  by  the  warrior  therein  enclofed.  The  word  buffe  doubt- 
lefs  was  brought  from  Milan,  which  fupplied  the  moft  coftly 
and  highly  efteemed  armour." 

P.  49. — Lanfquenets. 

The  lanfquenet  was  the  common  German  foot  foldier. 
The  word  is  derived  either  from  lanze^  lance,  or  from  land) 
land  i  and  kneckte,  knave, 

P.  60. — He  bribed  an  Albanian  of  the  gar  r  if  on. 

We  find  that  the  cuftom  of  engaging  mercenary  troops  had 
at  this  time  become  prevalent ;  which  was  the  firft  indication 
of  the  inefficiency  and  of  the  decline  of  the  feudal  fyftem  in 
matters  of  warfare.  We  find  both  Swifs  and  Albanians  in 
the  fervice  of  oppofing  parties,  the  mifchievous  effects  of 
which  are  noticed  by  the  "  loyal  Serviteur,"  p.  54,  and  alluded 
to  again  in  relating  the  Emperor's  retreat  from  Milan,  p.  217. 
For  an  account  of  thefe  Albanians,  fee  note  p.  123. 
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P.  67. — When  they  were  armed  in  gorget  and  Jeer ette. 

Mr.  Way  fays  "  fecrette  was  occafionally  ufed  to  denote  a 
coat  of  armour  worn  under  the  ufual  drefs,  and  thereby  con- 
cealed ;  "  a  privy  coat  of  fence,"  v.  Jamiefon's  Scottifh  Dic- 
tionary. Thefe  were  made  of  filk  or  velvet  externally,  con- 
cealing an  interior  defence  of  mail,  or  fmall  overlapping 
plates,  which  were  ufually  quilted  into  the  garment. 

"  But  the  proper  meaning  of  the  word  is  a  concealed  cap 
or  fkeleton  defence  for  the  head,  often  worn  in  the  hat,  and 
a  fufficient  protection  againft  a  very  {harp  blow."  V.  Cot- 
grave,  Fr.  and  Engl.  Diet. 

"  There  are  various  fecrettes  in  the  Tower  and  other  Ar- 
mories. The  term  is  moft  probably  Italian,  as  well  as  the 
firft  ufe  of  fuch  defence  againft  aflafli nation.  They  were 
made  fometimes  in  the  fafhion  of  a  fkeleton  frame  of  fteel 
bars  hinged  together,  and  folding  up  fo  as  to  be  carried  about 
the  perfon,  and  put  into  the  cap  in  a  few  feconds,  when  re- 
quired ;  a  curious  evidence  of  the  character  of  the  times." 

The  fecrette  in  this  paflage,  and  indeed  throughout  this  hif- 
tory,  means  certainly  the  fteel  cap.  For,  in  the  duel  defcribed 
in  the  i8th  chapter,  between  Azevedo  and  St.  Croix,  it  is  ex- 
preflly  ftated  that  they  wore  the  fecrette,  but  had  no  armour 
whatever  to  protect  their  bodies,  which  were  felt  over  by  the 
fponfors  to  afcertain  that  they  wore  no  concealed  armour.  But 
in  this  duel  between  Bayard  and  Don  Alonzo,  the  combatants 
fought  in  full  armour,  except  that  their  faces  were  expofed ; 
and  this  by  exprefs  defire  of  Don  Alonzo,  who,  in  a  moft  un- 
knightly  fpirit,  thus  endeavoured  to  take  advantage  of  Bayard's 
weaknefs,  induced  by  his  attack  of  fever.  This  appears  from 
the  following  very  interefting  and  corroborative  account  of 
this  duel  given  by  Jean  d'Auton,  Hift.  du  Roy  Louys  XII : 
"  Le  Seigneur  Alonfe  de  Sotomajor,  Efpaignol,  manda  a 
Pierre  de  Bayard,  Francois,  qu'il  vouloit  que  la  querelle  dont 
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entre  eux  deux  eftoit  queftion  fut  mife  a  chef.  Et  avec  ce, 
pria  par  lettres  celui  Dom  Alonfe  ledit  Bayard  qu'il  voulut 
bien  fur  ce  eftre  demandeur  et  fouffrir  que  lui  fut  defendeur, 
fuppofe  que  cette  querelle  cut  reveillee  et  mife  fus.  Et  ce  fai- 
foit  il  pour  avoir  loi  de  choifir  et  ordonner  la  maniere  du  combat, 
et  bailler  les  glaives.  Ce  que  doit  faire  tout  defendeur  en 
querelle  d'outrance.  Quoi  que  foit,  celui  Pierre  de  Bayard, 
voyant  ce  que  par  1'Efpaignol  mande  lui  eftoit,  o&roya  tout ; 
difant,  fur  bonne  querelle  ne  me  chault  d'eftre  defendeur  ou 
demandeur  ;  et  ainfi  fut  content  d'eftre  le  demandeur.  Par- 
quoi  le  dit  Efpaignol,  fachant  celui  Francois  eftre  a  cheval 
Tun  des  plus  adroits  qu'on  fc,eut,  ne  le  voulut  combattre  au- 
trement  que  a  pied,  arme  de  toutes  armes,  referve  tTarmet  et 
de  baviere^  a  vifalge  decouvert,  avec  1'eftoc  et  le  poignart,  dont 
lui  envoya  deux  eftocs  et  deux  poignards  pour  choifir  et  pren- 

dre  les  meilleurs Quand  le  jour  fut  venu  pour 

devoir  combattre  les  champions,  fe  trouverent  fur  le  lieu, 
armes  et  accoutres,  le  glaive  au  poing.  Le  parrain  de  Pierre 
de  Bayard  eftoit  Pierre  de  Poquiers,  Seigneur  de  Bellabre.  Le 
Seigneur  de  la  PalifTe  fe  tint  pres  de  la  afin  de  garder  que  par 
les  Efpaignols  ne  fut  au  champ  fait  quelque  force  au  cham- 
pion Francois. 

Apres  les  fermens  et  autres  ceremonies  a  gaige  de  bataille 
appartenants  faits,  Pierre  de  Bayard  demandeur  comme  j'ai 
dit,  entra  en  la  lice  tout  allegrement,  fans  mue'r  couleur,  ne 
contenance  changer,  arme  de  toutes  pieces,  le  vifaige  feule- 
ment  decouvert,  Peftoc  tout  nud  en  la  main  dextre  et  le  poig- 
nard  en  Pautre.  Dom  Alonfe  entra  apres  arme  en  la  facon 
de  Tautre,  Peftoc  a  la  main  et  le  poignard  a  la  ceinture.  Ce 
fait,  le  dit  Efpaignol  PaddrefTa  au  Francois  en  lui  difant  en 
langaige  Efpaignol,  Senor  Petre  de  Bayard  que  me  quieres  ? 
Auquel  fit  cette  reponfe  ;  Dom  Alonfe  de  Sotomajor,  je  quiers 
defendre  contre  toi  mon  honneur,  dont  fauflement  et  mau- 
vaifement  m'as  accufe.  Et  ce  dit  approcherent  Tun  de  Tautre, 
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et  a  grands  eflocs  fe  cherchoient  partout ;  et  plufieurs  fois 
faillirent  Tun  et  Fautre  a  eux  rencontrer  au  vifaige  qu'ils  avoi- 
ent  tout  a  nud.  L'Efpaignol,  qui  moult  puiffant  et  alegre 
eftoit  toujours,  avoit  Foeil  au  guet  pour  cuider  aflenner  fon 
homme  a  droit  et  le  vouloir  faifir;  Et  a  cette  caufe  tenoit  la 
main  feneftre  au  delivre ;  mais  a  tout  fes  efforts  lui  eftoient 
fes  coups  par  le  Francois  rabbatus,  et  lui  fouvent  tafte  de  bien 
pres.  Comme  deux  lions  echauffes  f'entrebatoient  ces  deux 
champions,  lefquels  ecumoient  comme  fanglier  aux  abois.  Que 
fut  ce,  long  temps  combatoient  fans  pouvoir  fcavoir  qui  des 
deux  avoit  le  meilleur.  Et  n'y  avoit  celui  d'iceulx  qui  en 
mortel  danger  ne  fut.  Les  Francois  qui  la  etoient  avoient 
grande  doubte  de  leur  homme,  qui  encores  n'eftoit  bien  gueri 
des  fievres,  mais  pour  ce  ne  perdoit  coup  a  ruer.  Les  Efpaig- 
nols  auffi  n'etoient  fi  aflures  de  leur  champion  qu'il  n'y  avoit 
celui  de  fes  amis  qui  ne  Feut  voulu  pour  fon  profit  en  Sara- 
gofle.  Chacun  d'eux  cotoyoit  fon  ennemi,  et  approchoit  de 
la  longueur  du  glaive  pour  le  cuider  trouver  au  decouvert  et 
donner  dedans.  Et  a  Fune  des  fois  Pierre  de  Bayard  au  ra- 
battre  un  des  coups  de  1'Efpagnol  Fapprocha  de  tant,  que  en 
lui  cuidant  donner  de  toute  puiffance  de  Feftoc  au  travers  du 
vifaige,  comme  celui  Efpagnol  flanchit  la  tete  en  arriere,  le 
coup  fut  aflenne  en  fa  gorgerette  de  telle  force  que  au  travers 
des  mailles  lui  entra  en  la  gorge  plus  de  quatre  doigts  ;  tant 
que  au  tirer  Feftoc  grande  abondance  de  fang  commenca  a 
ruifleler  par  deflus  le  harnois  jufques  a  terre.  Dont  celui  Ef- 
paignol  comme  forcene  de  cette  outraige  a  toute  force  fe  vou- 
lut  revenger ;  Et  pour  ce  faire  f'approcha  tant  de  fon  homme 
que  chacun  penfoit  qu'il  le  voulut  faifir  au  collet.  Et  la  fef- 
faya  fouvent  et  menu  de  lui  rendre  autant  qu'il  lui  avoit  bailie; 
mais  tant  perdoit  de  fang  que  la  terre  ou  ils  eftoient  en  eftoit 
toute  enrougie,  et  de  moult  f  'affoibliflbit.  Toutesfois  pour 
cela  ne  demarchait  un  feul  pas,  mais  plus  que  devant  fe  ferroit 
contre  le  Francois.  Et  tant  que  a  la  parfin  fe  joignit  a  lui. 
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Et  ainfi  a  belle  pointe  d'eftoc  fe  taterent  longuement  Pun 
Pautre.  Et  com  me  fi  pres  Pun  de  Pautre  fuffent  que  de  la 
main  au  vifaige  fe  puiflent  toucher,  Pierre  de  Bayard,  Fran- 
cois, advifant  fon  coup,  lui  roua  foudainement  le  poignard 
qu'il  tenoit  a  feneftre  main  de  toute  fa  force  contre  le  vifaige, 
et  entre  1'oeil  feneftre  et  le  bout  du  nez  lui  mit  jufques  a  la 
poignee;  tant  que  dedans  le  cerveau  lui  entra.  Dont,  pour 
Pangoifle  de  la  mort  dont  eftoit  celui  Efpaignol  attaint,  tomba 
a  la  renverfe  et  le  dit  Pierre  de  Bayard  le  deflus  fans  lui  tirer 
le  glaive  de  la  tete.  Et  voyant  que  afTez  en  avoit,  ne  lui  vou- 
lut  donner  autre  coup.  Mais  mit  les  genoils  bas  et  alia  baifer 
la  terre,  en  louant  Dieu  de  la  victoire  que  par  fon  aide  avoit 
obtenu.  Ce  fait  les  Francois  fen  retournerent  joyeufement, 
et  les  Efpaignols  bien  courrouces." 

P.  72. — Aiming  not  at  the  men,  but  at  the  horjes. 

The  conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  both  on  this  occaflon  and 
in  the  duel  between  Bayard  and  Don  Alonzo,  reflects  little 
credit  on  their  knightly  character.  To  ftrike  the  adverfary's 
horfe  at  a  tourney,  was  confidered  by  the  Englifti,  at  leaft, 
and,  as  here  appears,  by  the  French  alfo,  as  very  difgraceful. 
In  the  "  ordinances,  ftatutes,  and  rules  made  and  enacted 
by  John,  Earl  of  Worcefter,  conftable  of  England,  by  the 
King's  (Henry  VIII.)  commandment  at  "Windfor,  the  I4th 
May,  in»the  6th  year  of  his  noble  reign,  to  be  obferved  and 
kept  in  all  manner  of  juftes  of  peace  royall  within  the  realm 
of  England  &c.,"  occurs  the  following : 

Item.  "  If  any  man  ftrike  a  horfe  with  his  fpeare  he  fhall 
be  put  out  of  the  tourney  without  any  favour  incontinent ; 
and  if  any  flay  a  horfe,  he  fhall  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  faid 
horfe  100  crowns  in  recompenfe ;  alfo  it  is  not  to  be  thought 
that  any  man  will  ftrike  a  horfe  willingly ;  for  if  he  do,  it 
fhall  be  to  his  great  difhonour." 


246  NOTES. 

P.  73. — Under  efcort  ofjome  lancers. 

Genetaires,  light  horfemen,  whofe  lances  were  of  avpeculiar 
form. 

P.  80. — Guidon. 

A  triangular  flag  of  a  troop  j  a  pennon.  Alfo  the  perfon 
who  carried  it. 

P.  B2.—The  Pofe  Julius. 

Julius  II.  Cardinal  Rovera ;  the  friend  and  patron  of  Mi- 
chael Angelo  and  Raphael.  His  portrait  by  the  latter  is  in  the 
National  Gallery.  Champier  informs  us  that  after  the  return 
from  the  Garillan,  Pope  Julius  wifhed  to  make  Bayard 
"  Capitaine  de  1'Eglife  5"  but  that  he  would  never  accept  it. 
His  anfwer  to  the  Pope's  propofal  is  remarkable.  He  faid, 
"  qu'il  remercioit  beaucoup  le  Pape  de  fon  bon  vouloir  grande- 
ment ;  mais  qu'il  avoit  un  Seigneur  au  ciel  et  un  autre  en 
terre ;  c'eftoit  Dieu  au  ciel  et  le  roi  de  France  en  terre ;  Et 
que  autre  ne  ferviroit  en  ce  monde.  Dont  feuft  tres  defplai- 
fant  Pape  Jules.  Et  diet  que  c'eftoit  la  coutume  des  Fran- 
cois de  ainfi  aimer  leur  Prince  naturel."  Alas  !  how  is  the 
good  cuftom  changed  ! 

P.  85. — Where  he  was  entertained  at  a  moft  magnifi- 
cent banquet  by  the  lord  Jean  Jacques  Trivulce. 

In  the  account  given  of  this  entertainment  by  Jean  d'Au- 
ton,  we  find  that  the  banquet  was  followed  by  a  ball,  and 
aniongft  the  dancers  were  two  cardinals.  <c  Apres  le  fouper 
les  dames  vindrent  en  place,  ou  le  Roy  mefme  voulut  danfer, 
qui  trefbien  fcavoit  fen  aider.  Toutesfois  il  ne  danfa  gueres ; 
et,  comme  il  fut  diet,  il  danfa  avec  la  marquife  de  Mantoue, 
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belle  dame  a  merveilles ;  et  puis  fit  danfer  les  princes  et  feig- 
neurs  qui  la  etoient,  voire  les  cardinaulx  de  Narbonne  et  de 
Saint-Severin,  et  aulcuns  aultres  qui  fen  acquiterent  comme 
il  fceurent." 

We  fhall  find  afterwards  two  cardinals  commanding  divi- 
fions  of  the  army  at  the  fiege  of  Padua,  and  the  Pope  himfelf 
conducing  that  of  the  caftle  of  Mirandola. 

P.  87. — Who  were  made  to  try  whether  their  necks  were 
ftrong  enough  to  carry  away  a  battlement. 

It  is  curious  to  contrail  the  indifference  and  levity  with 
which  the  daughter,  in  cold  blood,  of  the  unfortunate  pea- 
fants  and  common  foldiers  is  fpoken  of,  with  the  lamentations 
made  on  the  death  of  any  of  gentle  birth.  When  a  battle 
was  gained,  the  common  foldiers  were  Slaughtered  without 
mercy,  but  the  men-at-arms  who  were  of  gentle  blood  and 
could  pay  a  ranfom  were  fpared. 

It  is  ftill  more  curious  that  the  Englifh  cuftom  in  this  re- 
fpecl:  was  precifely  the  reverfe  of  the  French.  The  former 
fpared  the  common  men  and  flew  the  leaders,  as  we  learn 
from  the  following  paflage  of  Philip  de  Comines. 

"  Leur  coutume  d'Angleterre  eft  que  quand  ils  font  au 
deflus  de  la  bataille,  ils  ne  tuent  riens,  et  par  efpecial,  du  peu- 
ple,  car  ils  connoiflent  que  chacun  quiert  leur  complaire  parce 
que  ils  font  les  plus  forts,  et  fi  ne  mettent  nuls  a  finance.  .  .  . 
Mais  encores  m'a  conte  le  Roy  Edouard  qu'en  toutes  les 
batailles  qu'il  avoit  gaignees,  que  des  qu'il  venoit  au  deflus,  il 
montait  a  cheval,  et  crioit  qu'on  fauvaft  le  peuple  et  qu'on 
tuaft  les  feigneurs ;  car  de  ceux  n'echappoit  nul,  ou  bien 
peu."  See  alfo  p.  204. 

P.  89. — Armed  with  ron^ies  and  javelins. 
The  roncie,  ror^on,  or  ranfeur,  refembled  the  partizan, 
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from  which  it  differed  only  in  having  a  {harper  pointed  blade 
with  proje&ing  curved  ears  at  the  fides.  V.  Skelton's  Illuf- 
trations  of  the  Goodrich  Court  Armory. 

P.  92. — <f  he  prince  of  Anhalt. 

This  was  Rodolph,  prince  of  Anhalt,  one  of  the  anceftors 
of  the  celebrated  Emprefs  of  Rufiia,  Catharine  II. 

P.  93.  (i) — The  palace  of  the  Queen  of  Cyprus. 

This  palace  belonged  to  Carlotta  Cornaro,  queen  of  Cy- 
prus, who  had  abdicated  in  favour  of  the  Republic,  and  had 
received  in  exchange  the  title  of  "  daughter  of  St.  Mark." 

P.  93.  (2) — Where  they  were  joined  by  the  lord  de  Meil- 

lauty  a  young  French  gentleman  y with  fome 

twelve  hundred  adventurers. 

The  adventurers  were  a  fort  of  irregular  volunteers,  col- 
lected by  fome  gentleman  who  had  no  regular  command,  and 
who  dubbed  himfelf  their  captain.  They  confifted  for  the 
moft  part  of  all  the  idle  diflblute  vagabonds  and  ragamuffins 
that  could  be  found.  They  received  no  pay,  but  lived  by 
plunder.  Brantome  gives  a  curious  account  of  them  ;  he  fays 
that  they  were  drefled  God  knows  how ;  more  in  the  fafhion 
of  gallows  rogues  than  of  honeft  men ;  fome  with  fo  little 
clothing  as  to  expofe  their  hairy  bofoms ;  others  going  bare 
legged,  carrying  their  hofe  at  their  girdles.  We  may  imagine 
the  horrors  of  war  in  which  fuch  a  rabble  were  let  loofe  upon 
a  country. 
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P.  123. — They  cut  off  their  heads,  which  they  ftuck  on 
the  points  of  their  eftradiot  lances,  and f aid  they  were 
not  Chriftians. 

"  Puis  leur  couperent  les  teftes  qu'ilz  picquoient  au  bout 
de  leurs  eftradiotes." 

The  Eftradiots  or  Stradiots  were,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
Greek  mercenary  troops  (ZTfcmuTw).  In  later  times  light 
armed  cavalry,  equipped  in  the  fafhion  of  fuch  Greek  troops, 
were  called  Stradiots.  They  carried  long  lances  of  afh,  18 
or  20  feet  long,  and  pointed  with  iron  at  each  end,  holding 
them  by  the  middle  of  the  (haft.  Thefe  were  their  proper 
weapons,  and  were  often  called  launcezagayes,  zagayes  or 
arzegayes. 

They  were  armed  alfo  with  fcimitars,  which  Philip  de 
Comines  calls  terribles  epees.  Inftead  of  vambraces  and 
gauntlets,  like  the  other  light  cavalry,  they  wore  fleeves  and 
gloves  of  linked  mail ;  and  carried  a  mace  at  their  faddle-bow. 
Their  furcoats  were  fhort  and  without  fleeves;  and  for  their 
rallying  enfign  they  carried  a  banderole  attached  to  the  end  of 
a  lance.  On  their  heads  they  wore  the  falade,  or  Heel  cap, 
ufed  by  the  archers.  V.  le  Pere  Daniel,  Hift.  de  la  milice 
Franpife. 

Mr.  Albert  Way  obferves,  "  In  the  cafe  in  the  text,  the 
troops  are  ftated  to  have  been  Albanians  ;  and  the  term  Ef- 
tradiotes certainly  means  their  peculiar  lances,  which  were 
unlike  any  weapon  then  ufed  in  the  other  countries  of  Europe ; 
and  here  denotes  the  lance  which  was  the  chief  chara&eriftic 
of  thefe  horfemen  ;  much  in  the  fame  way  as  weapons  devifed 
at  Piftoia  were  called  Piftolefi;  or  the  armour  of  the  foot  fol- 
diers  termed  Brigantes  was  known  by  the  name  of  Brigan- 
dmes." 

Philip  de  Gomines  gives  the  following  interefting  account 
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of  the  Eftradiots,  and  of  the  origin  of  their  cuftom  of  cutting 
off  the  heads  of  their  enemies.  He  is  defcribing  a  repulfe 
which  the  Marefchal  de  Gie,  who  commanded  the  vanguard 
of  Charles  VIII.'s  army,  received  previous  to  the  battle  of 
Fournoue,  from  a  body  of  thefe  troops,  who  appear  to  have 
been  then  new  to  the  French  : 

"  Encores  jufqu'ici  n'eft  point  commence  la  guerre  de  notre 
cote,  mais  le  Marefchal  de  Gie  manda  au  Roi  com  me  il  avoit 
pafle  ces  montagnes  et  comme  il  envoyoit  quarante  chevaux 
courir  devant  Toft  des  ennemis  pour  f^avoir  des  nouvelles, 
lefquels  furent  bien  recueillis  des  Eftradiots ;  et  tuerent  un 
gentil  homme  appelle  le  Boeuf  et  lui  couperent  la  tefte  qu'ils 
pendirent  a  la  banerolle  d'une  lance  et  la  porterent  a  leur  pro- 
vidateur  pour  en  avoir  un  ducat.  Eftradiots  font  gens  comme 
genetaires  (fee  note  p.  73)  veftus  a  pied  et  a  cheval  comme 
les  Turcs,  fauf  la  tete,  ou  ils  ne  portent  cette  toille  qu'on  ap- 
pelle Tolliban ;  et  font  durs  gens  et  couchent  dehors  tout 
Tan,  et  leurs  chevaux.  Ils  etoient  tous  Grecs  venus  des  places 
que  les  Venitiens  y  ont ;  les  uns  de  Naples,  de  Romanic  en 
la  Moree,  autres  d'Albanie  devers  Duras  ;  et  font  leurs  che- 
vaulx  bons  et  tous  de  Turquie.  Les  Venitiens  fen  fervent 
fort  et  fi  fient.  Je  les  avois  tous  vus  defcendre  a  Venife  et 
faire  leurs  monftres  en  une  ifle  ou  eft  1'Abbaye  de  Saincl: 
Nicolas ;  et  eftoient  bien  quinze  cens  ;  et  font  vaillans  hommes 
et  qui  fort  travaillent  un  oft  quand  ils  Py  mettent. 

"  Les  Eftradiots  chaflerent  comme  j'ai  dit  jufqu'au  logis  du 
dit  Marefchal  ou  eftoient  loges  les  Allemans,  et  en  tuerent 
trois  ou  quatres  et  emporterent  les  teftes ;  et  telle  eftoit  leur 
coutume,  car  ayant  les  Venitiens  guerre  centre  le  Turc,  pere 
de  ceftui  cy  appelle  Mahomet  Otthoman,  il  ne  vouloit  point 
que  fes  gens  prinfent  nuls  prifonniers  et  leurs  donnoit  un  du- 
cat par  tefte,  et  les  Venitiens  faifoient  le  femblable.  Et  crois 
bien  qu'ils  vouloient  epouvanter  la  compagnie,  comme  ils 
firent ;  mais  les  dits  Eftradiots  fe  trouverent  bien  epouvantes 


NOTES.  251 

aufli  de  rartillerie ;  car  un  faulcon  tira  un  coup  qui  tua  un  de 
leurs  chevaulx,  qui  incontinent  les  fit  retirer,  car  ils  ne  1'avoi- 
ent  point  accoutume." 

P.  153. — But  who  is  the  captain  who  will  expoje 
himfelf  to  their  hacquebutes. 

This  would  be  a  fmgular  queftion  for  a  modern  comman- 
der to  put  to  his  officers.  But  in  the  early  days  of  fire  arms, 
it  appears  to  have  been  confidered  no  difgrace  for  a  knight  to 
avoid  facing  the  enemy's  bullets.  The  hacquebute  and  hac- 
quebouze,  or  arquebufs,  were  the  firft  fire  arms  with  bent 
ftocks ;  the  latter  appear  to  have  been  of  the  larger  calibre. 
The  hacquebute  a  croc  was  fired  from  a  reft  which  was  at- 
tached to  the  barrel  by  an  iron  ring. 

P.  196.—  fhe  Duke  of  Suffolk  called  the  White  Rofe. 

He  was  of  the  family  of  de  la  Pole,  and,  being  banimed 
from  England,  ferved  in  the  armies  of  the  King  of  France. 
Henry  VIII.  conferred  the  title  on  Charles  Brandon,  who 
afterwards  married  his  matter's  fifter  Mary,  widow  of  Louis 
XII. 

P.  211.  (i)—fhe  Lord  de  Guife. 

Claude  de  Lorraine,  father  of  the  Guifes,  who  fomented 
fuch  troubles  in  fubfequent  reigns. 

P.  211.  (2) — Grandebuffe. 
See  note,  p.  45. 

P.  215. — I  have  here  inferted  in  the  text,  Champiers'  ac- 
count of  the  knighting  of  Francis  I. ;  the  "  Loyal  Serviteur," 
merely  mentioning  the  fac~h 
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P.  223. — Made  him  a  Knight  of  his  order. 
This  was  the  order  of  St.  Michael. 

P.  226. — drmed  with  his  vambraces. 

The  vambrace,  or  avant-bras,  was  the  armour  for  that  part 
of  the  arm  between  the  elbow  and  the  wrift ;  fometimes  called 
the  canon.  The  rerebrace,  or  arrierebras,  was  the  armour  for 
that  part  between  the  fhoulder  and  the  elbow. 

P.  229. — Mouchos  grifones  y  focos  Eayardos. 

"  There  are  plenty  of  greys,  but  few  bays  ;"  a  complimen- 
tary pun  upon  Bayard's  name,  which  in  Spanifh  fignifies  bay, 
or  a  bay  horfe. 
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